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Good Roads Foundation Presents Findings on Highway Funding
Arkansas non-profit explored options for long-term highway funding
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (January 4, 2017) – The Arkansas Highway
Commission today heard the findings from a six-month research process on
long-term highway funding conducted by the Arkansas Good Roads Foundation.
The Foundation was asked by Governor Asa Hutchinson at the Foundation’s
June 30, 2016, summer meeting to undertake the study.
“The Foundation developed and implemented a process by which a
consensus could be built among stakeholders, lawmakers, and the voting public
for a long-term highway funding plan,” said Craig Douglass, executive director of
the non-profit, non-partisan Arkansas Good Roads Foundation. “This process
has yielded broad-based funding options on which the Governor and the
legislature can take action to improve Arkansas roads, support economic
development efforts, and create thousands of private-sector jobs.”
The research process, which began in July, included meetings with the
leadership of over 20 stakeholder groups, including the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission, Arkansas Trucking Association, Arkansas Municipal
League, Arkansas County Judges Association, The Poultry Federation, Arkansas
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State Chamber of Commerce, Arkansas Association of Educational
Administrators, Arkansas Farm Bureau, Arkansas Oil Marketers, Associated
General Contractors, Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association, Arkansas
Department of Higher Education, American Council of Engineering Companies,
Arkansas Community Colleges, Arkansas Parks, Recreation and Travel
Commission, and more.
In addition to the leadership of stakeholder interest groups, the Foundation
distributed through the various associations an online survey on highway funding
options. Over 1,500 responses were received by the Foundation expressing a
wide variety of opinions.
The research process also included five, regional focus groups, and an
800-sample, 47-question statewide opinion survey. The results of the opinion
survey were presented at the Highway Commission meeting.
Among the findings were specific, likely voter opinions on various funding
options:
• 90% of the respondents agreed that Arkansas highways and roads “are in
need of repair”
• 56% are “unhappy” with the quality of roads “where they live”
• 86% disagreed that our roads are “fine just they way they are”
• 62% said they would oppose an increase in the current per-gallon, motor fuel
tax collected on gasoline and diesel
• 58.5% said they would oppose indexing the motor fuel tax (which was
expressed as automatic increases in the tax to keep up with inflation-driven
construction costs)
• 48% favored collecting a sales tax on the price of motor fuel, collected at the
wholesale level, with 44% opposed to the funding option (the margin of error in
the survey is +/-3.5%, meaning this response is a virtual “dead heat”)
• 62% of Arkansas voters favor making the current temporary ½¢ sales tax
dedicated to highway improvements permanent, when the temporary tax expires
in 2023 (of those, 81% would vote “today” to make the tax permanent in 2023,
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and 82% said they want the right to vote on the tax themselves, rather than the
legislature taking action)
• 73% favor continuing to split state highway revenue with cities and counties
• 38% of Arkansas voters would be “more likely” to support a state legislator who
voted to increase highway taxes, with 45% “less likely” to support a legislator
who voted to increase highway taxes
• 81% of Arkansas voters would be “more likely” to support a state legislator who
voted to allow the people of Arkansas to vote on whether taxes should be raised
to improve highways
“Arkansas voters want the ball,” Douglass said. “They clearly want the
legislature to give them the right to improve highways by voting on whether to
continue existing taxes, or apply current tax rates to motor fuels, without raising
the per-gallon tax.”
The findings will also be presented to the Governor, legislative leaders,
and stakeholder groups for consideration during the upcoming legislative
session, which starts Monday, January 9.

The Arkansas Good Roads Foundation is a 501(c)(3), non-profit and nonpartisan organization. The mission of the Foundation is to promote adequate
funding and financing for the planning, development, construction, and
maintenance of a safe and efficient Arkansas highway system, thus facilitating
economic growth, and increasing private-sector job creation. The Foundation
engages in information programs, research, and the awarding of civil engineering
scholarships to Arkansas engineering students.
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