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This fall has been a contractor’s dream! We
have been able to work right up to
Thanksgiving and get a lot of work

 completed. We all need to be thankful for beautiful
weather.

There have been other things completed this fall
as well. The election of our next President and
Congress is now over. We need to be united behind
Mr. Trump and hope he will be good for our
 country. He has talked about increased infrastructure
funding, something we can all support. We know of the great needs Arkansas
has and can be thankful that Mr. Trump recognizes the great benefit to our
state and our country in rebuilding roads, streets and bridges.

Another event now completed is the First Annual Fall Cook-Off. We all
had a good time and enjoyed great chicken, pork, chili and ribs. I was
 surprised and thankful for the number of teams we had and the quality of the
cooking. We are looking forward to another cook-off next fall and expect even
greater participation. Greg Day, our Young
Leader’s Chairman, and his committee did
yeoman’s work in making the cook-off a
tremendous success!

As we look forward to 2017, we have a
good Quality Conference planned for early January. On Wednesday
 afternoon, January 4th, we’ll have the traditional “Paving Ops 101” course for
our field crews while the managers participate in the general session. On
Thursday from 8:00 AM until 3:15 PM, the managers and field people will
be together to hear and participate in the discussion of “Enhanced Asphalt
Durability”. We believe the conference will be informative and educational.
Registration is open and we look forward to everyone’s participation.

Later in the year, on March 15-17, our Annual Convention will be in
Branson, MO. My wife LaJean and I spent a couple of days up there earlier
this month and found the Hilton Hotel and Convention Center a lovely
 facility for our convention. “The Landing”, a shopping and entertainment
 district, is adjacent to the hotel and easily accessible. There are many other
attractions throughout Branson that will lend themselves to an enjoyable
meeting. Please consider joining us in Branson!

As 2016 nears its end, we need to reflect and be thankful for all the many
blessings we enjoy each and every day. I am thankful for my family, the work
I so enjoy doing, and all the people I encounter daily. Thank you for the
opportunity to be part of AAPA and for the good work we do together each
and every day.  
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At this writing, the elections have just concluded. I’m
sure, and for a lot of different reasons, most are very
glad about that! That said, one thing that has been

very much appreciated on my part is how fast both sides have
brought up the need to address our infrastructure and funding
for it. This has come from both sides of the aisle, which is
even more encouraging. Time will tell if differences can be set
aside and real progress for the solutions we need can be
achieved. Call me naïve, but I do feel it can happen. I recently
read an article penned by a retired congressional aide that said
the most effective way to communicate and be heard is to call
your representative’s local or national office. She said it was
much better than email or snail mail; they have to take your
call. We are very appreciative of the five-year funding we
received, but all of us understand it is not enough, and long
term funding must be achieved. If you have not been in con-
tact with your representatives, please start that conversation
now. It is so important for what we do. I have had the oppor-
tunity to discuss infrastructure needs with several of our elect-
ed officials both before and after the elections, and I feel there
is renewed optimism of making progress now that the elections
are over. I am also grateful that we have a transportation
department that will make the most of those funds and use
them wisely when they come. There will be a TCC fly in next
spring, and I hope Arkansas has a large contingency to make
our presence and voice felt. We will send details soon; please
consider attending.  

We have several AAPA events coming as well. Please check
out our new – yes, I said new – website. Take the time to
explore and find out the offerings it has. We are striving to
make it your “go to” site for current info. We would appreciate
any comments or ideas you have for improvement. If you
missed our recent Young Leaders BBQ cook off, well…you
missed great fun and awesome tasting food! We had 13 teams
compete in several categories, and it was extremely competitive
and hard to judge. The parking lot was full of not only teams,
but industry friends tasting and visiting. See the website for
pictures, and don’t miss out on competing or attending next
year. It will be even bigger and better! Big thanks to Greg Day
of Cranford Construction and Barrett Reynolds of Lion Oil
for their hard work to make the event as successful as it was.
Also, much thanks to Emanuel Banks, Tony Sullivan, and
D.B. Hill for judging. Now that was fun to watch! Lastly, I’d
like to thank our many sponsors, who went above and beyond
our expectations. This event wouldn’t have been possible with-
out their generosity.

I want to close on a more serious and personal note regard-
ing safety. All of us make safety our number one goal at work
every day. Don’t forget that all the lessons and best practices
we strive for at work also apply at home. The simplest actions

From the Executive Director

APAC TENNESSEE, INC.
P.O. Box 13427   Memphis, TN 38113-042

Office: (901) 947-5600   Fax: (901) 947-5699

Serving East Arkansas, West Tennessee and

North Mississippi Since 1972

With Quality Work and Quality Products

• Asphalt Paving
• Concrete Paving
• Soil Stabilization
• Cold Milling
• Sand/Gravel
• Stone

need to be thoroughly thought
out before we perform them. I
found out the hard way this past
weekend while moving a bed
box frame into my new living
quarters. I tripped while carrying
the box frame by a metal brace,
and severely cut my hand between my pointer finger and
thumb. In the next few days I will have surgery to repair a
 severed tendon and hopefully fix the nerve bundle that may
have been severed as well. If the nerve bundle can’t be repaired,
I more than likely will not have feeling in my thumb again.
I’m telling this story not for sympathy, but as a reminder that
safety does not start and stop at work, and the results from not
thinking that way can be just as dramatic and serious when
you’re not on the clock. More than likely, I would have had
gloves on at work, but at home, with nobody watching, I did
not think the task through and was in a hurry. Sound familiar?
The slogan “Safety First Always” means what it says.

Be safe in all you do,
Park Estes



Hutchens Construction Company is a
full-service contractor that provides
asphalt paving, aggregate base installa-
tion, pavement maintenance services
including chip seal and seal coat as well
as offering material sales throughout
Northwest Arkansas, with operations that
extend into Northeast Oklahoma and
Southwest Missouri as well. Hutchens performs work as a general
and subcontractor for private, commercial, and government proj-
ects using professional service and a diverse workforce allowing
the performance of work from the smallest driveway repair to
multi-million dollar highway paving projects.  Hutchens has com-
pleted multiple projects in the area with recent highlights being
the Hwy 62 widening project from Avoca to Garfield and the
recently completed resurfacing of both the Harrison and
Berryville Airports, along with a multitude of other AHTD and
commercial projects in the area.

Hutchens was founded in 1961 by Evan and Marcia Hutchens
with the purchase of a backhoe and dump truck. They quickly
acquired a 600-gallon distributor truck to spray liquid asphalt in
poultry houses and chip seal small driveways. A few years later, a
Caterpillar 212 motor grader was acquired and Hutchens began
blade mixing cold mix asphalt for use in patching and small
driveway work. In 1970, Hutchens began producing asphalt with
the purchase of a small 25 TPH Barber Green continuous flow
asphalt plant located in a quarry in Monett, MO. In 1992 Evan
Hutchens passed away and his son Phil Hutchens assumed duties

as President after working full time for
the company since 1973. From its
humble beginning in 1961 with only
two employees, Hutchens has experi-
enced steady growth, currently operat-
ing four asphalt plants and four aggre-
gate quarries and employing over 100
people in its operations.

After successfully leading the com pany for 24 years, Phil
Hutchens and his wife Valarie made the decision to sell Hutchens
Construction to the employees of the company. On February 29,
2016, Hutchens Construction became an employee-owned organ-
ization with the formation of the Hutchens ESOP. Phil Hutchens
remains as the President of Hutchens Construction and is now
directing an organization staffed with highly motivated employee
owners eager to continue the successful operations of the
 company.

Since 1961, Hutchens has operated as a successful family-
owned business. Even with the transition to an ESOP, the family
values that have been at the core of Hutchens remain ever pres-
ent. Hutchens Construction has made quality construction an
operational priority and strives to provide unparalleled customer
service. Hutchens also believes that they should not only work in
a community but serve those who live in it. Hutchens is involved
with local Chamber of Commerce and continually donates time
and money to various school and community sporting events and
seasonal festivals. The commitment to excellence, family atmos-
phere, and philanthropic spirit of Hutchens Construction makes
it a very unique place to build a rewarding career.
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This year, AAPA Chairman D.B. Hill, III, wanted to organize a fall event that
would include not only the designated representatives of our member companies,
but all of their employees and even their families. He tasked the Young Leaders
Committee with choosing and planning the event. Several ideas were tossed
around, and eventually they decided on a BBQ and Chili Cook-Off.
We hoped for maybe 5 or 6 teams and ended up with 13, far exceeding expecta-
tions. Many people attended, and there was much fun, friendly competition, and
delicious food.

AAPA First Annual Fall Cook-Off

We look forward to making the Cook-Off an annual event!
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COOK-OFF WINNERS

Chicken
First Place: Coastal Energy

Second Place: Redstone Construction

Ribs
First Place: Lion Oil Company

Second Place: Riggs Cat

Pork
First Place: The Cashion Company

Second Place: Forsgren, Inc.

Chili
First Place: Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.

Second Place: APAC-Central
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Happy
Holidays

from the
Board of Directors
Executive Director
Best Association Management
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LITTLE ROCK (11-17) –
The American Association of
State Highway Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) has recog-
nized Arkansas State Highway
and Transportation Department
(AHTD) Director of Highways
and Transportation Scott
Bennett with the organization’s
prestigious Thomas H.
MacDonald Memorial Award.

The award was presented dur-
ing the AASHTO Annual
Meeting held this week in
Boston. Established in 1957 in
recognition of outstanding
achievements of the late
MacDonald, who served as chief
of the Federal Highway
Administration’s Bureau of
Public Roads in the fields of
highway administration, engi-
neering and research, the award
is considered the highest honor bestowed by AASHTO among
its membership. In receipt of this award, Director Bennett is
recognized for his outstanding public service contributions to
the transportation industry at both state and national levels. 

In his more than 28 years of employment at the AHTD,
Bennett spent 22 of those years in the agency’s Planning
Branch where he was responsible for envisioning and develop-
ing great planning tools such as the Arkansas Primary
Highway Network. He was also responsible for development of
the State’s Four-Lane Grid System, which identified a network
of roads needed to stimulate economic growth in Arkansas.

In 2011, Bennett was named Director of Highways and
Transportation by the Arkansas Highway Commission and has
since emerged as a respected liaison between the agency and
elected officials at the local, state and national levels. He has
been successful in getting much-needed legislation passed for
the AHTD during the past three state legislative sessions. He
continues to be a strong advocate for finding a solution to
transportation funding problems at the state level.

Director Bennett was a primary author and editor of the
Arkansas Blue Ribbon Committee on Highway Finance
Report – the culmination of an 18-month effort in research
and information gathering that has since served as a frame-
work for highway funding reform in Arkansas. In 2015,
Governor Hutchinson appointed him as a member of the
Governor’s Working Group on Highway Funding.

At the national level, Director
Bennett is a member of the AASH-
TO Board of Directors and has
recently been appointed chair of the
organization’s Standing Committee
on Planning. He is also co-chairman
of the AASHTO/Associated General
Contractors/American Road and
Transportation Builders Association
Joint Committee, and he is a mem-
ber of the Transportation Research
Board Executive Committee.

Director Bennett has also been
successful in establishing strong and
productive working relationships
with groups such as the Associated
General Contractors of Arkansas,
the American Council of
Engineering Companies of Arkansas,
and the Arkansas Trucking
Association.

Scott Bennett received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Civil

Engineering in 1989 and a Master’s Degree in Civil
Engineering in 1994 – both from the University of Arkansas.
During this time, he was named Mack-Blackwell
Transportation Center Student of the Year. Director Bennett is
a registered Professional Engineer and has been appointed by
Governor Hutchinson to the Board of Registration for
Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors. He is also
President of the Arkansas Academy of Civil Engineers.

AASHTO Executive Director Bud Wright (right) and
 AASHTO President Paul Trombino (left) present AHTD
Director Scott Bennett with the Thomas H. MacDonald
Memorial Award. The award is considered the highest
honor bestowed by AASHTO among its membership. In
receipt of this award, Director Bennett is recognized for
his outstanding public service contributions to the trans-
portation industry at both state and national levels.

AHTD Director Nationally Recognized at AASHTO 2016 Annual Meeting

▲

SAVE THE
DATE!

Hilton Branson Convention Ctr.
200 E. Main St.

Branson, MO 65616

March 15-17, 2017
(Wednesday-Friday)

AAPA
2017 Annual
Convention
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Stormwater Annual Reports (SWAR)
Must be Completed by January 31
The SWAR covers the previous 12 month January – December
calendar year and is to be incorporated as part of the SWPPP
no later than the 31st day of January of the following year. 
The Department’s SWAR form must be used and the follow-
ing information must be included in the SWAR: 

5.2.4.1 Monitoring results obtained from stormwater
sampling, unless waived; 

5.2.4.2 Justification for why samples were not taken,
if applicable (explanation of why there was no
 discharge, adverse weather conditions, etc.); 

5.2.4.3 Significant findings from the comprehensive
site evaluation and site inspections (including visual
monitoring of outfalls); 

5.2.4.4 A summary of any corrective action plans
written under Part 3.12.1, including the status of any
corrective actions not yet completed at the time of
submittal of the SWAR; and 

5.2.4.5 The SWAR must be signed in accordance with
Part 7.8. 

Net DMRs Must Be Submitted Electronically
Starting Next Month
Beginning December 21, 2016, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will require all Arkansas National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permittees to submit
discharge monitoring reports (DMRs) electronically using the
web-based tool NetDMR. Permittees can complete reports
that are specific to their permit limits and transfer them to the
EPA through this secure internet application. ADEQ is offer-
ing weekly training classes and other assistance.

ADEQ is Conducting Regulated Waste Workshops
The two-hour workshops are being conducted around the state
and will cover the solvent wipe rule, contingency plans, com-
mon RCRA violations, personnel training, pollution preven-
tion best management practices, reducing wastes, reducing
energy, and how to operate more efficiently. The workshops
are free, but require registration. More information can be
found on ADEQ’s website or by emailing
miller@adeq.state.ar.us The workshops will be conducted on
the following dates and locations:

• October 19, 2016: White Hall, James “Jitters”
Morgan Community Center, 9801 Dollarway Road

• October 25, 2016: Fayetteville, Washington County
Extension Service, 2536 North McConnell Avenue

• November 9, 2016: Harrison, JPH Conference
Center, 1515 Pioneer Drive

• March 1, 2017: Magnolia, Donald W. Reynolds
Community Center, 100 East University Drive

• March 7, 2017: North Little Rock, ADEQ
Commission Room, 5301 Northshore Drive

• March 14, 2017: West Memphis, Utility
Commission, 604 East Cooper Drive     

Hazardous Waste Annual Reports Must Be Completed
by March 1
You are required to submit an Annual Report if, during the
reporting year, you:

• Were a fully-regulated Generator (LQG) or Small Quantity
generator (SQG) during any month; or

• Treated, stored, or disposed of RCRA hazardous wastes on
site in a waste management unit subject to RCRA permitting
requirements; or

Your site is on file with the Department as an SQG or LQG.

Tier II Forms Must Be Completed by March 1
Known officially as Emergency and Hazardous Chemical
Inventory Forms, Tier II Reports are submitted annually to
local fire departments, Local Emergency Planning Committees
(LEPC) and State Emergency Response Commissions (SERCs)
to help those agencies plan for and respond to chemical emer-
gencies. You must file a Tier II form for every year that any
chemicals stored in quantities equal to or greater than the
Threshold Planning Quantity (TPQ) for that chemical.

ADEQ Reminders

AAPA 2017

Quality
Paving Awards

(for 2016 work)
Nomination forms coming soon!

Check the new website
for more information

Deadline for nominations: February 1, 2017
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Thanks to our

Cook-Off Sponsors!

Special Thanks to our Presenting Sponsor:

Kiewit Infrastructure South Company

• Cranford Construction

• Contractor’s Specialty Service Company

• Delta Asphalt of Arkansas

• JMS Transport

• Lion Oil Company

• Moore Contracting Company, Inc.

• Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Company

• Redstone Construction Group

• Riggs Cat



UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS
CTTP

Schedule of Classes
Check your expiration dates
now and register online at

www.cttp.org

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833 January 18-20:
BASIC AGGREGATES

January 25-27:
SOILS/AGGREGATES

February 1-3:
CONCRETE

February 8-10:
CONCRETE STRENGTH TESTING

February 15-17:
HOT-MIX ASPHALT

February 22-24:
CONCRETE

February 28-March 1:
NPDES

AAPA 4th Quarter 2016 | 13
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Nabholz Construction
Services

NEW MEMBER

You will receive special recognition throughout 2017, including:
• Quality Conference (Jan. 4-5) – Holiday Inn Conference Center, Little Rock
• Annual Convention (March 15-17) – Hiltons of Branson
• Paving Awards Regional Luncheons (May/June)
• Fall Cook-Off (date TBD) 
• AAPA Quarterly Magazine 
• New & Improved Website

Please complete this form and return to the AAPA Office by FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2016.

YES, I would like to join the 2017 Hot Mixers Club for $1,500.00
❏  CHECK ENCLOSED        ❏  BILL ME

Please print your company name below, exactly as you wish it to appear on all materials.

Company: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete address for billing:

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State: ______________________________________________ Zip:___________ Phone:______________________

Email: ______________________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________

Please return to the AAPA Office
PO Box 24304, Little Rock, AR 72221  •  fax to (501) 219-0884  •  office@arasphalt.com

Questions? Call 501-219-1100.

HOT MIXERS SPONSORSHIP FORM
Join the EXCLUSIVE 2017 Hot Mixers Club by December 30th!



AAPA 4th Quarter 2016 | 15



APAC-Central, Inc. 

Aggregates
Asphalt
Ready Mix

Producers of Quality Materials and Construc on

Main O ce 479.587.3300 • Toll Free 877.920.2722

Heavy Highway
Commercial
Industrial
Residen al

Sales:
AR, MO 479.788.6342
OK 918.438.2020

Construc on:
AR 479.587.3300
OK 918.438.2020

Proudly serving Oklahoma, Western Arkansas and Southwest Missouri

Construc on
Portable Crushing

Safety First Always
16 | AAPA 4th Quarter 2016

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2017

2017

January 4-5
AAPA Quality Conference

Inn Airport, Little Rock

January 18
AHTD Bid Letting

January 29
Highway Commission Meeting

January 29-February 1
NAPA Annual Meeting

March 7-11
ConExpo-Con/AGG, Las Vegas

March 15-17
AAPA Annual Convention, Branson, MO

The Arkansas Good Roads Foundation has been conducting
since July a process by which a long-term highway funding
plan can be developed prior to the January 2017 Regular
Session of the Arkansas General Assembly. That process will be
concluded and a plan presented for consideration by
Christmas.

As part of the process, the Foundation has conducted over
20 stakeholder meetings and public focus groups. In addition,
the Foundation has received in excess of 1,000 responses to a
stakeholder online survey. The results of these opinion and
fact-finding efforts will be combined with information gleaned
from discussions with legislative leaders, all at the direction of
Governor Hutchinson.

The next step in the process will be a statewide opinion
research survey. The results of that survey will inform the final
elements of a long-term highway funding plan.

The Arkansas Good Roads Foundation looks forward to
sharing the proposed plan with AAPA leadership, and enlisting
the Association's valued support for its passage.

GOOD ROADS PLAN
MAKING PROGRESS

by Craig Douglass
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WHEN IT COMES TO A QUIET RIDE

What’s Drivability? It’s what makes a road the one you want to take. Whether you’re in the car or in your 
home, roadway NOISE is a distraction. Asphalt pavement mixes help reduce tra c noise at the point where 
the wheel meets the road. Ultimately, asphalt mixtures increase road user safety, because excessive noise 
can contribute to driver fatigue. That means asphalt pavements not only deliver the quieter roads and 
rides we appreciate, but the safety drivers demand. That matters. 

ASPHALT DELIVERS DRIVABILITY SMOOTHNESS SAFETY SUSTAINABILITY CONSTRUCTIONNOISE

of driving instructors call 
noise in the car a nuisance 
because it makes it harder to 
do their jobs.1

53%

Developments in asphalt 
pavement mixtures can 
help reduce highway 
noise by as much as 
seven decibels.2

-7dB

Reducing noise by just three decibels is equivalent 
to doubling the distance from the source of noise 
to the listener.

-3dB

Quiet asphalt mixes may reduce the need for 
costly and unsightly sound barriers. The cost 
of installation depends on wall height, but 
often exceeds $2 million per mile.3

A single family home 
would sell for 30% less 
if located near a road 
where noise is loud.4

JUST 
REDUCED

of homeowners said they’d 
be willing to pay more for a 
house if road noise were 
less audible.5

81%
DriveAsphalt.org

The Asphalt Pavement Alliance is a partnership of the Asphalt Institute, National 
Asphalt Pavement Association, and the State Asphalt Pavement Associations.

1. GolinHarris (2015). Survey of 1,053 Elite Drivers. Sept. 25–Oct. 2. Credibility Interval ±3%.
2. PIARC (2013). Quiet Pavement Technologies. Report 2013R10EN (F.G. Practicò & M. Swanlund, 
eds.). World Road Association (PIARC). La Défense, France.
3. WisDOT (2013). Noise Barriers: What You Should Know. Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation, Madison, Wisconsin.
4. Wilhelmsson, M. (2000). The Impact of Tr ly Houses. 
Journal of Environmental Planning and Management,
5. Edelman Berland (2014). Surve rs
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Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association
P.O. Box 24304
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Industry Demands 
and Lion Delivers.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a major producer of polymer
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solution on your next demanding project.

asphalts for the performance products in demand today

As a major producer of polymer
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lionoil.com
El Dorado, Arkansas 71731-7005

.O. Box 7005PP.
1000 McHenry
870-864-1346

 

 

 

 

 


