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• Second Annual AAPA Fall Cook-Off

• Scott Bennett Named AASHTO Secretary-Treasurer
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• Join the 2018 Hot Mixers Club
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Is it really November already!!
Hard to believe Thanksgiving is in less than 3 weeks.

2017 has been an interesting year, with numerous
blessings as well as some disappointments. Still no
infrastructure program out of Washington, and our
State legislators failed to give a vote to the people on
many options for funding. Surveys have told us that
the general public is for better highways and the fund-
ing mechanism needed to get there. Voters are shocked
when they realize how much money associated with
highway use (tires, used car tax, batteries, etc.) is not
committed to highway use!  

AAPA continues to discuss strategies and options; we are also keeping in front
of decision-makers for eventual success. Our last board meeting was held in
Conway at the Rogers Group office. During the first 30 minutes we had a video
conference with Representative Bruce Westerman, where we discussed our
 dilemma in funding along with new silica requirement concerns. Rep. Westerman
gave us insight into what was going on in Washington and took questions.
Meetings and discussions have been
held with ARDOT and some members
of the Highway Commission on the
status of the Initiated Act/Amendment.
The Commission is not stopping their
efforts. Governor Hutchinson has
agreed to a face-to-face meeting with
AAPA representatives, where we will be
discussing the next steps and how to get the funding and support that we need
and that the voting public of the State of Arkansas deserves. More to follow on
our meeting with the Governor.

Now on to more fun recent events and upcoming events.
The AAPA Young Leaders held their second annual BBQ Cook-Off on

October 27, and WOW what a group of folks and equipment showed up at the
Arkansas Transit Authority building. I’m not sure where all these grills, smokers,
and cooking apparatus are kept! Heard a lot of jawing and bragging during the
day, but all had a great time and enjoyed some food, fun, and comradery. Thanks
to all who worked so hard putting together such a fantastic event. Additionally,
AAPA raised over $4,000 during a raffle and auction to donate to the Arkansas
Ovarian Cancer Coalition in memory of Taryn Claassen, daughter of Sherri and
Brad Fryar.

The 2018 AAPA Quality Asphalt Conference will be in Little Rock on January
3rd-4th at the Embassy Suites. Note that this is a change of hotel from previous
years. Also, the Annual Convention in Hot Springs will be March 27th-29th. We
have been working on the agenda, and thus far we have an evening boat ride on
Lake Hamilton, golf, a ladies’ event, horse races, and of course our AUCTION!
Look forward to games, fun, and fund raising.

Thank you all for what you do for our industry by providing phenomenal
roads and talking up asphalt.

God Bless you and the United States of America!
Stay Safe
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Voters are shocked when they
realize how much money
 associated with highway use …
is not committed to highway
use! 
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Once again, this event exceeded our expectations. Participation really exploded this year with 17 teams, 16
sponsors, and too many guests to count. Even Governor Asa Hutchinson stopped by! In spite of the chill

and the rain, everyone had a great time relaxing with their friends, families, and colleagues.
The competition was tough; all the food was delicious and all the teams were skilled. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place

winners were crowned in each of the three categories: chicken, ribs, and pork shoulder. Then the team with the
highest overall score was named champion. Forsgren, Inc., walked away with the  championship belt. We’ll see if
they can hold onto their title next year!

This year, AAPA decided to donate to the Arkansas Ovarian Cancer Coalition in honor of Taryn Claassen, daughter of Brad and
Sherri Fryar of Contractor’s Specialty. Our members rose to the challenge, and we were able to raise over $4,000 for this  worthy cause.

A special thanks to our sponsors and to the ARDOT staff who served as our judges.
It’s hard to imagine how the Cook-Off could get any better than this, but we’ll sure try in 2018!

AAPA Young Leaders Annual BBQ Cook-Off

Gov. Hutchinson stopped by to sample the food and fun.
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2017 COOK-OFF WINNERS

Forsgren, Inc. – Overall Winner, 2nd Place (Chicken), 1st Place (Ribs) Cranford Construction – 1st Place (Chicken)

APAC-Central – 3rd Place (Chicken) Lion Oil – 2nd Place (Ribs)

Riggs CAT – 3rd Place (Ribs) The Cashion Co. – 1st Place (Pork Shoulder)

Delta Asphalt – 2nd Place (Pork Shoulder) Dream Team BBQ – 3rd Place (Pork Shoulder)



Thanks to our

Special Thanks to our Presenting Sponsor:
Contractor’s Specialty Service Company

Reception Sponsored by:
Hugg & Hall Equipment

GOLD SPONSORS:

APAC-Central, Inc.

Cranford Construction

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas

Forsgren, Inc.

Lion Oil Company

Moore Contracting

Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Company

SILVER SPONSORS:

Coastal Energy Corporation

JMS Transport

J&L Paving

Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.

BRONZE SPONSORS:

Heartland Asphalt Materials

Midwest Lime

Time Striping

Cook-Off
Sponsors
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AAPA Annual Convention
March 27-29, 2018

Embassy Suites  •  Hot Springs, Arkansas

Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 

Arkansas Asphalt News

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

and other industry allies.

Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  
Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue
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▲

Save the
DATE Enjoy an evening cruise on the

Belle of Hot Springs,

a day at Oaklawn,

golfing, a ladies’ activity,

and more!
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LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson’s
declaration that he’ll fight any effort to pay for the
state’s road needs by tapping into its general revenue

leaves state highway officials with few alternatives for closing
a widening gap in funding.

None of the choices are pretty: they can move forward
with a ballot measure that’ll face opposition from a popular
governor, ask voters in an increasingly Republican state to
support increasing taxes, or they can try again with a state
Legislature that has split over how to pay for highway needs.

Hutchinson’s opposition to diverting tax revenue from
road-related items like used and new car sales is hardly any
surprise, given the resistance he and past governors have
shown to a move that would limit funding for other state
needs like public schools.

“I will vigorously oppose any plan that taps additional
 revenue from our general stream. There’s some discussion of,
‘Well, we ought to divert sales tax on new and used cars or
batteries over to highways,’” said Hutchinson, who said such
a move could create a hole between $100 million and $300
million in Arkansas’ budget. “Those are funds that are neces-
sary for education, for public safety and for all the other
needs of our state, and so I say, ‘No, we cannot divert that
general revenue stream.’”

But the timing of his announcement — coming a day
before the state Highway Commission planned to discuss
potential ballot measure ideas — came as a surprise to state
highway leaders who acknowledged how much steeper the
fight for road funding has become.

“There’s been a real change from yesterday to today as far
as the way we’re looking at it,” Highway Commission Vice
Chairman Tom Schueck told reporters.

Arkansas highway officials aren’t completely giving up on
the idea of a ballot measure for next year, but acknowledge
the obstacles they face in pursuing that route. Aside from
Hutchinson’s opposition to tapping general revenue, a high-
way funding campaign also faces the prospect of business
groups that would normally be allies focused instead on a
proposed constitutional amendment to limit damages in civil
suits. A coalition of groups that include the state Chamber of
Commerce and the Arkansas Trucking Association was
launched last week to campaign for that initiative.

“I do think it would be a heavy lift in 2018 because of the
other issues that are going to be on the ballot, but we haven’t

Asa Hutchinson Leaves Few Options for Road Funding

by Andrew DeMillo
Courtesy of The Associated Press 

Originally published Monday, Oct. 23, 2017

decided it’s completely off the table,” State Transportation
Department Director Scott Bennett told reporters last week.

Bennett said he’ll come back to the commission in
December to outline possible funding proposals that
 wouldn’t rely on general revenue, a move that would mean
raising taxes and fees to pay for road needs. He’ll also present
a list of projects that could be covered under a highway
funding plan, something he and other officials said would be
important in building support for any initiative. Bennett
showed the panel several scenarios that called for both raising
taxes and transferring general revenue to help raise the more
than $400 million annual funding gap the department says it
faces.

Relying solely on tax or fee increases would be a challenge
in Arkansas, especially in an election year that’ll be dominat-
ed by Republicans who became the majority party in the
state partly by vowing to fight any tax increases. Any push
for tax increases will also likely face resistance from conserva-
tive groups who say money needs to be found elsewhere for
roads.

There are just as many obstacles to the commission taking
another crack at the state Legislature in 2019. A highway
plan that would have put a 20-year bond issue on the ballot
to potentially raise $200 million a year for highways failed in
the state House this year after some Republican lawmakers
opposed an accompanying bill to raise taxes on gas and diesel
to pay for the bonds.

A highway funding plan would have to navigate that anti-
tax sentiment along with opposition from Hutchinson and
others to tapping into existing sales tax revenue. Another
complication would a task force that is studying further tax
cuts to propose during the 2019 session.

For now, highway officials say they still hold out hope
there’s a narrow path to developing a highway funding plan
despite the latest obstacles.

“We’re just going to continue to find out what we can do
and if we can continue to pick up help from legislators and
the governor on the way,” Commission Chairman Dick
Trammel said.

(Andrew DeMillo has covered Arkansas government and
politics for The Associated Press since 2005.

Follow him on Twitter at Twitter.com/ademillo.)
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LITTLE ROCK (9-29)
The American Association of State

Highway and Transportation
Officials’ (AASHTO) Board of
Directors has elected ARDOT
Director Scott Bennett as Secretary-
Treasurer of the organization,
according to Arkansas Department

of Transportation (ARDOT) officials.
AASHTO is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association rep-

resenting highway and transportation departments in the
50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. It
represents all five transportation modes: air, highways,
public transportation, rail and water. Its primary goal is
to foster the development, operation and maintenance of
an integrated national transportation system.

The organization works to educate the public and key
decision makers about the critical role that transportation
plays in securing a good quality of life and sound econo-
my for our nation. AASHTO serves as a liaison between

AASHTO Board Elects ARDOT’s Bennett Secretary-Treasurer

state departments of transportation and the Federal gov-
ernment. It is an international leader in setting technical
standards for all phases of highway system development.
Standards are issued for design, construction of highways
and bridges, materials and many other technical areas.

Bennett, who started his career at ARDOT as a sum-
mer employee, began working full time in the Planning
and Research Division as a Civil Engineer I. Over the
next two decades Bennett held several top management
positions including Section Head of Technical Services in
1995, Assistant Division Head of Planning and Research
in 1996 and Assistant Chief Engineer for Planning in
2004. He became director of ARDOT in September of
2011. Bennett was inducted into the Arkansas Academy
of Civil Engineering in 2010. In 2016, AASHTO pre-
sented its top honor – the Thomas H. MacDonald
Memorial Award – to Bennett for “continuous outstand-
ing service and exceptional contribution to the art and
science of highway engineering.”

from the
Board of Directors
Executive Director
Best Association Management



Community Banking
that will . . .

www.firstcommunity.net
888-780-8391

• We are locally owned and managed.
• We have over 300 professional bankers.
• We make decisions locally.
•  We believe in giving back to the  

communities that we serve.
•  We have 19 full-service locations in  

Arkansas and Missouri and growing!

• We are proud to be a community bank.
• We will do our very best to WOW you!

You will receive special recognition throughout 2018, including:
• Quality Conference (Jan. 3-4) – Embassy Suites, Little Rock
• Annual Convention (March 27-29) – Embassy Suites, Hot Springs
• Paving Awards Regional Luncheons (May/June)
• Fall Cook-Off (date TBD) 
• AAPA Quarterly Magazine 
• Website

Please complete this form and return to the AAPA Office by FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2017.

YES, I would like to join the 2018 Hot Mixers Club for $1,500.00
❏  CHECK ENCLOSED        ❏  BILL ME

Please print your company name below, exactly as you wish it to appear on all materials.

Company: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Complete address for billing:

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State: ______________________________________________ Zip:___________ Phone:______________________

Email: ______________________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________

Please return to the AAPA Office
PO Box 24304, Little Rock, AR 72221  •  fax to (501) 219-0884  •  office@arasphalt.com

Questions? Call 501-219-1100.

HOT MIXERS SPONSORSHIP FORM
Join the EXCLUSIVE 2018 Hot Mixers Club by December 29th!

NEW MEMBERS

Boral Resources

Stribling Equipment

Austin Powder

12 | AAPA 4th Quarter 2017
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AG-LIME, INDUSTRIAL
STONE, CRUSHED

AGGREGATES,
6-MESH FERTILIZER

FILLER

870-793-2317
Fax 870-793-3632

MIDWEST LIME
COMPANY
P.O. Box 2608

Batesville, Arkansas 72503
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AC TENNESSEE, INC.

▲
REGISTER

NOW!

The AAPA membership meeting and
lunch was held on September 14th.

Over 60 people attended, including
AAPA members as well as ARDOT
Highway Commission and staff.

ARDOT Director Scott Bennett gave
a very informative presentation on the
status of Arkansas roads and funding. A
legislative audit was recently completed,

AAPA Membership Luncheon

and it found that ARDOT actually
needs an additional $479 million per
year to adequately build and maintain
roads. This is $79 million more than
ARDOT has been asking for. ARDOT
is the 3rd most financially efficient
DOT agency in the U.S.; the funding

needs are real. Please take the time to
contact your local representative and ask
them to go to work now to fund the
money needed to maintain roads and
make them safer. If you are interested in
learning more, Scott Bennett’s presenta-
tion is posted on the AAPA website.

2018 AAPA
Quality Conference!

For Vendor/Sponsor and
Paving Ops 101 forms,

please visit
www.arasphalt.com

See page 13
for registration form
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017-18

November 15 ARDOT Bid Letting

November 16 AQI Meeting

December 4 AAPA Conference hotel room deadline

2018

January 3-4 AAPA Quality Conference (Little Rock)

January 17 ArDOT Bid Letting

February 7 Highway Commission Meeting

February 11-14 NAPA Annual Meeting

February 21 ArDOT Bid Letting

March 6 AAPA Convention hotel room deadline

March 6-8 World of Asphalt Show & Conference

March 14 Highway Commission Meeting

March 27-29 AAPA Annual Convention (Hot Springs)

March 28 ArDOT Bid Letting

April 6-8 AGC Fishing Tournament

April 24 Highway Commission Meeting

May 2 ArDOT Bid Letting

June 6 Highway Commission Meeting

June 13 ArDOT Bid Letting

July 25 Highway Commission Meeting

July 25 ArDOT Bid Letting

August 29 Highway Commission Meeting

September 12 ArDOT Bid Letting

October 10 Highway Commission Meeting

October 24 ArDOT Bid Letting

November 14 Highway Commission Meeting

December 5 ArDOT Bid Letting

AAPA 4th Quarter 2017 | 17

Westerman
Rock to Road Tour

On September 18th,
Congressman Bruce
Westerman kicked off a week-
long “Rock to Road” tour in
his Arkansas district. The
Congressman visited construc-
tion processing facilities and
jobsites, and he gave several
presentations to the public
regarding the importance of
infrastructure. Rep. Westerman
also spoke with and took ques-
tions from the AAPA board at
their October
meeting. Westerman is on the
U.S. Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee and
has been working hard to
understand our industry and its issues. We are fortunate to
have him in that position.

www.arasphalt.com

VISIT THE
AAPA WEBSITE

Arkansas Transit Association
620 W. Broadway Street • North Little Rock

Send your RSVPs and topic ideas to
office@arasphalt.com

R E M I N D E R

AQI Meeting
November 16, 2017

Looking for
information?



OUR PASSION IS PROTECTING

PEOPLE ON THE ROAD
the

With over 30 years of success, Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions 

is committed to developing solutions to defend driving 

surfaces against harsh elements and provide safe conditions 

for the traveling public.
Learn more at
ErgonAsphalt.com
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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

CTTP
Schedule of Classes
Check your expiration dates
now and register online at

www.cttp.org

November 14-15:
NPDES IN FAYETTEVILLE

November 30-December 1:
NPDES IN FAYETTEVILLE

• 2018 •
January 18-19:

NPDES IN FAYETTEVILLE

February 6-7:
NPDES IN LITTLE ROCK

March 13-14:
NPDES IN FAYETTEVILLE

APRIL 10-11:
NPDES IN LITTLE ROCK

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

AAPA is now on

follow us!
@AAPA_AR

AAPA 4th Quarter 2017 | 19

AAPA 2018

Quality
Paving Awards

(for 2017 work)

Nomination forms coming soon!

Check the website

for more information

www.arasphalt.com/paving-awards

Deadline for nominations:
February 1, 2018



We Salute the 2017

HOT MIXERS CLUB

ARKANSAS ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION

• APAC-Central, Inc.
• APAC-Tennessee, Inc.
• Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
• The Cashion Company, Inc.
• Cranford Construction Co.
• Delta Asphalt of Arkansas, Inc.
• Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.
• Hutchens Construction Company
• JMS Transport
• Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.
• Koss Construction
• Lion Oil Co.
• Martin Marietta Materials
• Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
• Redstone Construction Group, Inc.
• Rogers Group
• Vulcan Materials Company

20 | AAPA 4th Quarter 2017

Sign up now for 2018 to see your company listed! Form on page 12.



THE ONLY THING STRONGER 
THAN OUR IRON IS OUR WORD.

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

479-646-4755
Fort Smith

501-570-3100
Little Rock

 

 
 
 

479-756-8080
Springdale

870-881-0800

870-932-5473
Jonesboro

870-773-5621
exarkanaT

 

 
 
 

479-968-3304
Russellville

870-429-8700
Harrison

479-756-8080
Springdale

870-881-0800
El Dorado
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.riggscat.comwww
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