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Pretty soon we will all be sitting down to a
Thanksgiving celebration with loved ones and giving
thanks for all the blessings we have received. I would like
to personally thank you all for the privilege of being
Chairman of AAPA. It’s even more rewarding to work in
an industry you love and around folks who care about
and understand making great roads.

As promised and discussed, the AAPA-driven coalition
sat down with the Governor to present a unified plan for
future funding requesting $400 million annually. The
group was united and impressive in presentation. Thanks
to Murry Cline and Park Estes for representing AAPA and
following through on commitment to funding for roads. 

The AAPA Third Annual BBQ Cook-Off was well-attended and a lot of fun.
Contractor’s Specialty (Brad and Sherri Fryar) hosted the event, and their facility was
perfect. A lot of challenges (and probably bets) were thrown down. This was another
successful event by the Young Leaders Division led by Brad Marotti. For pictures and
a list of winners, visit the AAPA website.

On November 1st, AAPA inducted three well-
deserving folks into our prestigious Hall of Fame:
T.D. Casey, Steve Cranford, and Wayne Courson
(guess your last name must begin with a “C” to get in
this year)! Congratulations to these three gentlemen in
their selection by their peers.

The next big event for AAPA is our Quality Conference to be held January 3-4 at
the Embassy Suites in West Little Rock. The usual 50/50 split between industry and
highway departments for cities and state will be attending. Hope to see you all there.
Additionally, planning continues for the 2019 Annual Convention to be held
in Memphis, TN at the Bass Pro Pyramid. Start making plans to attend on
March 26-28. The planning committee is taking a trip to Memphis soon to set the
agenda.

Even with the conclusion of the 2018 election cycle, we must continue to be in
front of our legislature to ensure they know our needs and understand what it means
to our state. Especially the newly elected folks. “Time on the Hill” is appreciated,
and the more participation the better. Remember, the “squeaky wheel gets the grease”
or asphalt in this case. Support of the AAPA PAC has been at an all-time high in
2018 and has made a huge difference in getting an audience with decision makers.
Big THANKS to those who have made a personal or driven a corporate donation.
Your money has not been wasted.

The Safety Moment for this letter is Construction Zones! During our first Safety
Committee meeting, with about 25 in attendance, we talked extensively about
 signage, controlling speeds, lowering distractions, and how we can have a better and
safer zone for our employees. We had attendees either from or who have worked in
other states and shared experiences so we can build a program second to none in the
State of Arkansas. State Highway police shared some findings of their own that can
and will make a difference. Thanks to Cindy Williams for leading this important
committee. STAY SAFE AND MAKE IT HOME!

Let me close with saying that I am proud of what we are doing as an association
and look forward to the future.

May God bless you, your companies, and our country! 
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Register Now
for the 2019

AAPA Quality Conference!

See registration form

on page 13

or register online at

www.arasphalt.com/quality-conference

Visit the website to see

vendor/sponsor information

and the full event schedule 

APAC-Central
Atlas Asphalt
Brad Bankston
C&F Construction 
Contractor’s Specialty Service Co.
Cranford Construction
D.B. Hill, III
Delta Asphalt
Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions
Forsgren, Inc.
Hutchens Construction
JMS Transport
Larco, Inc.

Don’t be a lone wolf – become a member of the PAC…the AAPA
PAC! Donating to the AAPA PAC gives us the resources to support
those who support highway funding and other needs for the
asphalt industry. We need each and every one of you to help.

Thank you in advance for your generous donation to help
achieve the goals we are all united on.

If you’d like to donate to the AAPA PAC, there’s a donation form
on the homepage of the website.

HUGE thanks
to all those who have contributed to the AAPA PAC this year!

Lion Oil Co.
Manhattan Road & Bridge Co.
Nabholz Construction
Nick Haynes
Park Estes
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
RazorRock Materials
Redstone Construction
Riggs CAT
Rogers Group
Salt Creek Paving
Time Striping
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As I travel the state these days, I keep talking to
people about how the new Highway 70 going into
Hot Springs has changed life there. It’s made it easy
for tourism, business, and families to get to the Spa
City. A slightly dangerous, narrow stretch of outdated
road has been replaced with a beautiful, wide, safe
highway.

As the new Executive Director of the Arkansas
Good Roads Foundation I think Highway 70 is only
a piece of a larger Arkansas story we should be telling. There
are new roads across Arkansas that have changed the quality of
life in large and small ways. We have a great story to talk
about, but I think we need to tell it in different ways than we
have in the past. We need to get more people involved. We
need to get communities and individuals to help us tell the
story of why adequate highway funding matters a great deal.

This isn’t just an asphalt issue, it’s a quality of life issue as
we watch the gap increase between what we are spending on
roads and what we should be spending. In the coming
months, the Arkansas General Assembly will meet, and high-

way funding is likely to be a big topic of discussion.
You are likely to see a serious discussion about sending
a ballot issue to Arkansans to vote on new money.

What I am optimistic about at this point is that
there seems to be unity across trade groups, legislative
leaders, mayors, county judges, and citizens that we
need to be unified to find a solution. Park Estes has
been a steady voice in pulling people together to move
the issue in the same direction. He has been a real

leader as we work to identify new funding.
We need you involved. For starters, please go to our new

web site at www.argoodroads.com on a regular basis to get the
latest information on the issue. We have recently posted a
study there that shows the impact in terms of jobs and
 economic growth that additional highway funding has.  

If you have ideas about how to gain support for
funding, please feel free to drop me an email at
goodroadsfoundation@gmail.com. I look forward to working
with all the great people and companies that make up the
Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association.

New Executive Director of the Arkansas Good Roads Foundation

A MESSAGE FROM
JOE QUINN
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In recognition of three of their own, more than 110 mem-
bers of the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association (AAPA)
gathered on the evening of November 1 at the Pleasant

Valley Country Club in Little Rock. T.D. Casey, Wayne
Courson, and Steve Cranford were inducted into the AAPA’s
Hall of Fame.

“It is a privilege to honor these men. Their names and the
contributions they made to our industry is known to everyone
in this room,” said Steve Thweatt, AAPA Chairman and Lion
Oil Co. Chairman in his opening remarks.

Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said, “When I started
in this business, these guys took me under their wings,
befriended me and helped me get off to a good start. It gives
me great joy to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments
of each one.”

Today’s roads touch Arkansans’ lives like little else, and the
determination and dedication of these men are imprinted onto
every mile of the state’s highways. Their vision and hard work,
along with that of so many others, built a lasting legacy.

T.D. Casey
The first to be inducted into the Hall of Fame that evening

was T.D. Casey, now deceased, with comments from friend
and former understudy, Luke Duffield.

Casey of Russellville worked for the Arkansas Department
of Transportation as a licensed resident engineer until retiring.
He then joined the Jack Wood Construction Company of
Russellville as their Vice President and General Manager.

Duffield, who is now co-owner of Jack Wood Construction,
recalled Casey’s dedication to his wife, his daily nap, and that
once Casey was done with a phone conversation, he promptly
hung up.

Duffield recalled, “T.D. was tenacious and kind enough to
help me and my brother learn the business.”

Thweatt said, “In an article published in the Little Rock
Road Preview in 1983, Jack Wood referred to T.D. Casey as a

key person who was instrumental in the continuing success of
the company.”

Minnie Lou Jarnagin Casey accepted the award on behalf of
her late husband.

Wayne Courson
After Casey’s tribute, Thweatt announced that Wayne

Courson of Hamburg was the second Hall of Fame inductee
to be honored that evening.

Thweatt said, “I have always admired Wayne and his hard
work ethic and his ability to get a job done right.”

This was followed by a short original film about Courson’s
contributions to the asphalt industry. It focused on the com -
pany, R.M. Courson, that Wayne Courson and his father,
Richard Courson, started in the 1960s.

They paved their way across South and Southeast Arkansas,
and Courson said about his company’s success, “It’s simple,
really. Just show up for work every day and do the best job you
can.”

Jim Bennett, Jet Asphalt President, and Courson were busi-
ness competitors, but Bennett said they were more than that:
“We’re friends. He’s a great asphalt guy who would help any-
one any way he could.”

In 2010, Wayne sold his company to Pine Bluff Sand &
Gravel, but instead of hanging up his hard hat, he worked for
another four years for Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel before retiring
in 2014. 

Courson thanked AAPA for his Hall of Fame induction,
saying he “was surprised and pleased”.

Steve Cranford
Steve Cranford of North Little Rock was the evening’s final

Hall of Fame inductee and was also featured in a short film
about his business, Cranford Construction Company.

Cranford didn’t start out in the asphalt business, but
instead, he joined his father, Boyce Cranford, in utility

Three are Inducted into AAPA Hall of Fame
By Deborah Horn

Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director,
presents T.D. Casey’s award to his wife,
Minnie Lou Jarnagin Casey

Park Estes presents an award to Wayne
Courson

Park Estes presents an award to Steve
Cranford
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The Hall of Fame Inductees pose with the AAPA Board of Directors

 construction in 1965. Then in the early 1980s, Boyce saw an
opportunity in asphalt.

Cranford said highway construction was changing, becom-
ing more complicated, technology- and design-driven. There
was a need for good roads if the state was to advance economi-
cally. 

“We’ve seen a lot of changes, but we’ve adapted,” Cranford
said about his company.

Thweatt said, “Steve and I are friends for a long time, but
when it’s time for business, Steve’s all business. He’s an asphalt
industry giant.”

D.B. Hill, AAPA Board of Director member and D.B. Hill
Contractors Inc. President, has known Steve for a long time.  

“Steve is of good character and integrity…He insists on

quality work and provides the leadership from procurement
through construction to ensure quality highways are construct-
ed,” Hill said.

Cranford Construction is now a division of McGeorge
Contracting Co.

A few final words
Thweatt closed the evening by saying, “I am privileged to

have been part of the induction of these three great men into
the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association.”

T.D. Casey, Wayne Courson and Steve Cranford join the
2014 AAPA Hall of Fame winners: Knight Cashion, Sam
Clark, Howard House, John McConnell and Bob Smith.

Hall of Fame Inductees (from left to right): Steve Cranford;
Minnie Lou Casey accepting for her husband, T.D. Casey;
Wayne Courson

A fine night of fellowship at the Pleasant Valley Country Club

From left to right: Patti Thweatt, Lorie Tudor (ARDOT), Tony
Sullivan (ARDOT), Tom Ponder (Larco), Shirley Ponder (Larco),
Jill Marchese (Lion Oil)

From left to right: Jason Benton (H&E), Bill Lafferty (H&E),
Doug Bagley (H&E), Michael King (APAC-TN), Jerry Fletcher
(APAC-TN), Nick Haynes (DKB Contractors)
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The 3rd Annual BBQ Cook-Off was once again a huge success.
With a record 18 teams and 21 sponsors, the event continues to
grow each year! We had more hungry guests than we could count
and were once again privileged with visitors from the State Capital
and DOT Headquarters. Among those were Attorney General Leslie
Rutledge and ARDOT Director Scott Bennett. Except for a sprinkle
or two, the weather was perfect and everyone enjoyed the smoke-
filled air, eating and relaxing with friends and colleagues. 

As the teams sharpen their skills, no one had a tougher job this
year than the judges. 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners were recognized
in Chicken, Ribs and Pork and the Grand Champion received the

Brad Marotti, AAPA Young Leaders Division Chairman

sought-after BBQ Belt. Ultimately, Crow
Paving took home the championship belt!

For the second year, AAPA donated to Ovarian Cancer Research
in honor of Taryn Claassen, daughter of Brad and Sherri Fryar of
Contractor’s Specialty. We also want to recognize and thank
Contractor’s Specialty for graciously hosting the event. Their site
 provided the much-needed space for the growing crowd.  

A special thanks goes out to all of our sponsors and to the
ARDOT staff who served as our judges. Thanks also to Riggs for
donating a ceramic cooker for our raffle.

We are already looking forward to another competition!

3rd Annual AAPA Young Leaders BBQ Cook-Off

Our Cook-Off hosts – Contractor’s Specialty Service Co.

Raffle winners – Rogers Group

Last year’s champions (Forsgren Inc.) hand over the belt to
Crow Paving
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2018 COOK-OFF WINNERS

Crow Paving – Overall Winner, 1st Place (Chicken), 3rd Place (Ribs) APAC-Central 1 – 2nd Place (Chicken)

APAC-Central 2 – 3rd Place (Chicken) Time Striping, Inc. – 1st Place (Pork)

Lion Oil/APAC – 2nd Place (Pork) Cashion Co. – 3rd Place (Pork)

Larco, Inc. –  
1st Place (Ribs)

Forsgren, Inc. –
2nd Place (Ribs)
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Thanks to our

Special Thanks to our Presenting Sponsor:
Contractor’s Specialty Service Company

Reception Sponsored by:
Hugg & Hall Equipment

GOLD SPONSORS:
APAC-Central, Inc.
Crow Construction

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas
Forsgren, Inc.

J&L Paving
Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.

Lion Oil Co.
Redstone Construction

Rogers Group, Inc.
Time Striping

SILVER SPONSORS:
Crain GMC

Cranford Construction
Heartland
Ingevity

Larco, Inc.

BRONZE SPONSORS:
Arkansas Aggregates

The Cashion Co.
DKL Transportation

Riggs CAT

Cook-Off
Sponsors
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Rep. Rick Crawford Tours Asphalt Plant and Quarry
On Sept 27th AAPA, Atlas Asphalt and Midwest Lime

Quarry hosted a facility tour in Batesville for Congressman
Rick Crawford. Representative Crawford listened to an
update on the Arkansas funding situation and provided a
national update on funding to our group. There is still not a

solid plan from D.C., but the hope is that there will be a
long-term plan put in place in the next year. Arkansas is
 fortunate to have Representatives Rick Crawford and Bruce
Westerman on the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee. 

AAPA 2019

Quality
Paving Awards

(for 2018 work)
Nomination forms coming soon!

Check the website for more information
www.arasphalt.com/paving-awards

Deadline for nominations: February 1, 2019

Pay Your
2019 Dues!

Deadline to be in the 2019/2020
Membership Directory: February 15, 2019

Pay online at www.arasphalt.com/joinrenew

Asphalt Quality & Innovation (AQI)
Meeting

Date:
Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Time:
1:30 p.m.

Location:
Arkansas Poultry Federation

321 South Victory Street, Little Rock, AR 72201

Please send topics to director@arasphalt.com
no later than Friday, November 30,

and don’t forget to RSVP!

Save the Date
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Trash and other items blowing out of truck beds 
 

sharing the road. Do your part to keep our roads  
safe and free of litter by securing the load. 

 
Do YOUR part. Keep Arkansas Beautiful.

PROTECT THE ROAD. 
SECURE THE LOAD.

KeepArkansasBeautiful.com
Report Littering. 1-866-811-1222

Text VOLUNTEER to 484848 
to get news and updates 
from Keep Arkansas Beautiful.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

10324 Interstate 30  |  Little Rock, AR 72209  |  www.ardot.gov  |  www.idrivearkansas.com
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

is a Team Effort.
SAFET

     

YSAFET

                                                                 

Infrastructure Funding
Stakeholders Coalition Update

Members of the coalition met with Governor
Hutchinson and staff at the Governor’s
office on September 27th. The coalition

presented a funding plan that had been developed over
several previous coalition gatherings. The funding plan
presented nets just over $400 million dollars for
ARDOT, counties and cities to use for building and
maintaining infrastructure in Arkansas. The meeting
was very productive and the Governor let the group
know he wants to send a funding plan to the voters and
let them decide if they want to make the investment in
Arkansas infrastructure. He has not indicated what dol-
lar level he is considering and asked that the coalition
meet with him again in November to discuss funding
further. We anticipate he will have more details as to
what type of plan he is willing to lead on then. We will
send out an update to you further after that meeting. 
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AAPA Member SPOTLIGHT

API was founded in 2008 by John Broadaway and Marvin
Day. It was developed from Cameron Construction, which was
started in 1984 by Mike Cameron with a wheel barrow and a
shovel. John Broadaway joined in 1985. The company grew
rapidly and steadily until they entered the asphalt business in
2008, at which time the new entity, Asphalt Producers LLC,
was formed.

The company is now owned by John Broadaway and
Whitestone Investments LLC, which is owned by Royce
Bradley, Randy Bradley, Jace Millikin and Blake Lanier. Blake
Lanier, who was the General Manager at Bradley Contracting
and became one of the owners of API in 2012, is now Vice
President of API and shares management duties with John
Broadaway for the day-to-day operations.

Currently, API employs 60 people and has multiple grading
crews and one paving crew with two plants. They work mostly
in Northeast Arkansas, within a radius of 120 miles from
Jonesboro. API is a heavy highway grading and paving con-
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Asphalt Producers LLC 
tractor. They do site commercial grading and paving as well as
asphalt milling and overlays for streets and parking lots.
Additionally, they have fully integrated the use of GPS into
most grading jobs including both highways and site commer-
cial projects both large and small.

API recently completed several notable jobs, including:
ASU University Loop roadway with a 12’ wide shared use trail
on the ASU Campus in Jonesboro; ARDOT Job 100653 (7
miles of major widening on Hwy 18 East at Monette); an
ultrathin bonded wearing course on 4 miles of Hwy 141
North in Jonesboro; and a mill and fill job using a 3/8-inch
thinlay surface on a large parking lot on the ASU Campus in
Jonesboro.

Family is important at API, and many of their employees
stay for the long haul. Being a member of AAPA has given API
the necessary connections to learn more about how to produce
better quality asphalt, as well as a solid network to help with
solving the daily problems of asphalt production.
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We Salute the 2018

HOT MIXERS CLUB

ARKANSAS ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION

• APAC-Central, Inc.
• APAC-Tennessee, Inc.
• Asphalt Producers
• Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
• The Cashion Company, Inc.
• Contractor’s Specialty Service Co.
• Cranford Construction Co.
• Delta Asphalt of Arkansas
• Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.
• Hutchens Construction Company
• JMS Transport
• Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.
• Koss Construction
• Lion Oil Co.
• Martin Marietta Materials
• Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
• Redstone Construction Group, Inc.
• Riggs CAT
• Rogers Group
• Time Striping, Inc.
• Vulcan Materials Company
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The Arkansas Department of Transportation has received its 8th Perpetual Pavement Award. The
Perpetual Pavement Awards recognize existing long-life asphalt pavements that display outstanding
design and construction. This 8th award was for a section of Highway 92 in Conway County. It
was originally constructed in 1981, and received one overlay in 2012.

Perpetual Pavement Award

DBE Business Development Program Graduation

AAPA and several members attended the first annual DBE Business Development program
 graduation dinner on September 31. The development program was created to help those that want
to participate as a DBE enterprise to develop their business skills and better understand the DBE
requirements from the business side of the industry. Eleven graduated at the ceremony that was
emceed by ARDOT’s Emanuel Banks.
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Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 

Arkansas Asphalt News

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

and other industry allies.

Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  
Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue
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ergonasphalt.com

We are proud to be your go-to roadway resource. Let one 

of our specialized team members assist you on your next 

project, and find the answers you’re looking for today. 

YOUR RESOURCE FOR EVERY ROAD.

mt.colnasphaoerg



SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833
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Visit the
AAPA Website to:

www.arasphalt.com

✽ Register for events

✽ Renew your dues

✽ Catch up on industry news

✽ Check our calendar for
upcoming events

✽ And more!

B U I L D I N G 
C O M M U N I T I E S

www.firstcommunity.net
888-780-8391

As a community bank, we are passionate about building strong 
communities. That’s why we hold our customers and the 
communities we serve at the core of all we do!
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NEW MEMBERS

CK Asphalt, LLC

Purple Wave Auction

Tri-State Sand, LLC

Unified Screening &
Crushing Arkansas

Interested in becoming an
AAPA member?

Go to www.arasphalt.com
to view our member categories

and fill out an application
or contact the office at
office@arasphalt.com.



2018

December 3 Deadline for AAPA Conference Hotel Rooms

December 5 ARDOT Bid Letting

2019

January 3-4 AAPA Quality Conference (Little Rock)

January 9 Highway Commission Meeting

January 16 ARDOT Bid Letting

January 20-23 NAPA Annual Meeting

February 1 Deadline for AAPA Paving Awards
Submissions

February 15 Deadline for AAPA 2019 Dues

February 27 ARDOT Bid Letting

March 13 Highway Commission Meeting

March 26-28 AAPA Annual Convention (Memphis)

April 10 ARDOT Bid Letting

May 1 Highway Commission Meeting

May 15 ARDOT Bid Letting

June 12 Highway Commission Meeting

June 19 ARDOT Bid Letting

July 24 Highway Commission Meeting/ARDOT Bid
Letting

September 4 Highway Commission Meeting

September 11 ARDOT Bid Letting

October 23 Highway Commission Meeting

November 6 ARDOT Bid Letting

December 11 Highway Commission Meeting

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

CTTP
Schedule of Classes 2019

Check your expiration dates now and register
online at www.cttp.org

January 9-11: HOT MIX ASPHALT
January 14-16: BASIC AGGREGATES
January 16-18: SOILS
January 23-25: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING
Jan. 30-Feb. 1: CONCRETE STRENGTH TESTING
February 5-6: NPDES
February 11-13: BASIC AGGREGATES
February 13-15: HOT MIX ASPHALT
February 20-22: SOILS
Feb. 27-Mar. 1: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING
March 11-13: BASIC AGGREGATES
March 13-15: SOILS
March 27-29: HOT MIX ASPHALT
April 3-5: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING
April 16-17: NPDES IN LITTLE ROCK
April 24-26: SOILS
April 29-May 1: BASIC AGGREGATES
May 1-3: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING

Phone: 501.376.0716
Fax: 501.376.2118

Toll Free: 800.523.2147

321 Scott St.
Little Rock, AR  72201
www.cashionco.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2018-2019
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Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

Presort Standard
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Little Rock, AR
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