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HAVE YOU CALLED, E-MAILED, OR TEXTED YOUR
LEGISLATORS TODAY, THIS WEEK, THIS MONTH?

Keep up the calls and pressure so we can get something
done and get much-needed funding in coming years. Once
the current “outside” funding (as in the ½ cent sales tax and
bond issue) expires, we are back to standard funding. We have
been blessed with additional funding provided by our general
public to ensure we have had the money to get jobs completed.
Take away these additional funds and we are very limited, looking for ways just to
match federal funding. The legislature must act to guarantee that infrastructure needs
are met to simply keep our roads in “decent” condition. The legislature can initiate a
bill on their own or can send one to the people of our state. This legislative session is
essential in achieving our goals of funding for the near future. Please get involved and
call or write to your representatives regarding the importance of additional funding
to our state and infrastructure.  

We are into 2019 and have had a very successful 4th quarter in our association,
along with a fantastic start to the new year with our Quality Conference in Little
Rock. The Conference had record-setting attendance and great open discussion
between ARDOT and AAPA. We were blessed with great speakers; thanks to the
Conference committee, led by Dr. Kevin Hall, for such a lineup. Thanks also to Lt.
Governor Tim Griffin for giving us an update about our state.

This is actually my last letter to the association as Chairman. I must say that it has
been a pleasure and honor serving in this capacity. We have seen a lot of events,
changes, and challenges, and as an organization we have met each one to the benefit
of our industry. We have raised more money than ever for the PAC fund and been
able to give to deserving folks that can make a difference. We have also met with the
Governor and led efforts in setting up an association consortium to unite for funding
needs. Thanks to the AAPA board for being so active, involved, and available to
advance this association. Our executive director, Park Estes, has also been very active
and deserves a lot of credit for where we are and what we have accomplished. 

Make sure and plan on attending the Annual Convention to be held in Memphis,
TN, at the Bass Pro Pyramid on March 26-28. The Convention committee has
numerous activities set up and available for our membership. Some of the activities
include, but are not limited to: golf at TPC Southwind, Graceland, Beale Street,
bowling tournament, pistol shoot, and of course meeting with your peers in our
industry. If you have not had the opportunity to see and/or stay at the Bass Pro
Pyramid, you are in for a treat.

In closing, remember to become a ROAD WARRIOR by calling, e-mailing,
 texting and/or visiting your representatives and any representative you may know.
We need all hands on deck to ensure that we do not leave any stone unturned and
that we won’t be looking back in future talking about what we SHOULD have done.

May God bless you, your companies, and our association.

Thank you,

Steve Thweatt
AAPA Chairman
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On December 11, 2018, ARDOT
staff and AAPA members met for the
quarterly Asphalt Quality & Innovation
(AQI) meeting in Little Rock.
Attendance was high, and there was
much discussion pertaining to the
upcoming Longitudinal Joint Density
Specification. The meeting resulted in
an equitable decision to work together
to gather critical test results and best

AAPA and ARDOT Discuss
Longitudinal Joint Density at AQI Meeting

practices this paving season on this ini-
tiative. AAPA appreciates the partnering
that Emanuel Banks and his staff at
ARDOT provide AAPA. Together, we
are always looking for opportunities to:

• Improve quality
• Enhance value
• Enable faster delivery of the project
• Increase safety

AAPA Scholarship
Recipient

2018-2019

MAJOR:
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Santiago de Veraguas, Panama

INTERESTS/HOBBIES:
Biking and road trips

Elvis is currently working toward a PhD
focused on transportation materials aim-
ing to improve current asphalt mix
design methods, which will ultimately
enhance roads and ride quality in the
state. After he graduates, he plans to
return to Panama to teach and bring
new technologies to their roads.

Elvis
Castillo-Camarena
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PERFECT HARMONY.

Without harmony, there is discord.

That’s why agencies look to eTac to provide strong 

cohesion between asphalt layers. It creates a lasting, 

no-slip bond with minimal tracking, achieving 

harmony both before and after construction.

That’s music to everyone’s ears.



By Deborah Horn

It would take a few engineering formulas and a chemistry
lesson to get through the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement
Association’s 2019 Quality Asphalt Paving Conference.

Now in its 15th year, the two-day event was held Thursday,
Jan. 3, and Friday, Jan. 4, at the Embassy Suites at 11301
Financial Centre Parkway in West Little Rock.

The event included eight Quality Asphalt Paving seminars
and two Paving Operations workshops.

More than 330 signed up this year, so it was not surprising
that the Ambassador room was packed when Steve Thweatt,
AAPA Chairman, officially opened the conference. Before
D.B. Hill, AAPA Board of Directors Member, led the group in
prayer, Thweatt said, “We want to welcome everyone.”

From the Lieutenant Governor’s Office
“We are pleased with this year’s turnout,” Thweatt said

before introducing guest speaker Lt. Gov. Tim Griffin at
Thursday’s luncheon. Griffin is a
Republican and has held the Lieutenant
Governor position since 2015.

In no uncertain terms, Griffin indicated
that he supported the work and profes-
sionalism of the asphalt industry and the
Arkansas Department of Transportation.
He said he supports a sustainable, reliable

revenue stream dedicated to the state’s highway system.
“I’m a big believer in highways,” he started.
Griffin described the state’s commitment as a long-term

investment and a critical need for economic development and
safe highways, but unfortunately, he added, “The fuel tax has
not kept up with costs…It directly impacts the public.”

He complimented ARDOT, saying, “They run a lean ship
at the highway department.”

Arkansas needs a “dedicated highway funding stream…We
need to keep the state growing,” Griffin said.

After Griffin’s address, Thweatt intro-
duced Joe Quinn, the new Executive
Director of the 100-year-old Arkansas
Good Roads Foundation.

Quinn said, “The conversation has
changed. People want a better quality of
life.”

Commuters don’t want to spend 30 to
45 minutes in a car when it should only be a 10-minute drive,
and they don’t want bridges that are structurally unsound or
unusable, he said.

Good roads mean a better quality of life, Quinn said, “And
to Arkansans, that matters a lot.”

Then he finished by saying, his nonprofit organization isn’t
a lobbying group but an educational one, and “We need every-
one to be engaged.”

ARDOT Update
Scott Bennett, ARDOT Director, also talked about the

state’s highway funding shortfall during his “ARDOT Update.”
“We know there need to be significant

changes to the current funding stream,”
and he suggested the state legislature find a
permanent remedy.

The highway department is funded
almost entirely by fuel sales tax. Current
highway revenues are based on a fixed per
gallon tax, not the cost of fuel, so even

when gas prices are high, revenues don’t increase. He said,
“And it’s our main revenue source.”

More fuel efficient and alternative powered vehicles are
adding to the revenue shortfall, further eroding ARDOT dol-
lars.

In 2007, ARDOT received about $454 million from gas
and diesel tax but that figure had dropped by $54 million five
years later, although vehicles’ miles traveled jumped by 1.1 bil-
lion during the same period.

Revenues continue to fall.
Arkansas has the 12th largest highway system in the country

but falls 44th in federal revenue shares. To make it worse,
ARDOT’s buying power has dropped by about 25 percent
since the 1980s, although costs continue to go up and
ARDOT operates with fewer employees.

In the last few years, the Arkansas voters approved the re-
issuance of GARVEE Bonds, which is funding the IRP pro-
gram; a temporary one-half cent sales tax, which is funding the
CAP program; and the State Aid Program. However, the
Arkansas State Legislature declined to okay a fourth measure
suggested by its Blue Ribbon Committee that would move the
sales tax collected on new and used vehicles, auto repair parts
and services, and tires and batteries from the state’s General
Revenue to the highway department’s coffers.

Like Griffin, he said the revenue shortfall negatively impacts
the public, and he encouraged the audience “to contact their
legislators and let them know that you support a dedicated and
adequate highway funding stream.”

“We need to do something sooner rather than later,”
Bennett said.

Tim Griffin

Joe Quinn

Scott Bennett
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Pavement Preservation and Paving
Neither speaker Danny Gierhart’s or Dr. David Timm’s ses-

sions lasted more than 30 minutes each, but both were packed
full of information.

In Gierhart’s “Pavement Preservation:
Making It Work,” he talked about the
need for more preventive action. Gierhart,
P.E., has been the Asphalt Institute’s
Southeastern Regional Engineer since
2009, and was an Adjunct Professor at the
University of Oklahoma from 1999 until

2010.
“Pavement preservation techniques are strategies designed to

extend the life of existing pavements and before they deterio-
rate substantially,” he said.

These methods prolong pavement life, mitigate future high-
er costs of reconstruction or rehabilitation by spending money
at certain points in a pavement’s life.

As well, he said, “Timing is critical. By doing pavement
preservation at the right time, it can add lane miles and years
to a road.”

There are a number of different Pavement Preservation
treatments available and Gierhart suggested in order to get the
best results by assessing your network, by optimizing your
treatment plan by evaluating costs and a road’s remaining serv-
ice life, and by completing a cost-benefit analysis. 

For more information about Pavement Preservation, go to:
https://www.roadsource.org.

A MultiCool App
In his session, “Cold-Weather Paving & MultiCool App,”

Timm talked about “how achieving density during construc-
tion is highly influenced by rolling at the
right temperatures.”

Timm is the Brasfield & Gorrie
Professor of Civil Engineering at Auburn
University and currently serves as the TRB
Committee Chair and on the AAPT and
NCAT Board of Directors.

“Conditions can change rapidly,
whether daily, day-to-day or seasonally, and operators need to
be able to adapt their rolling operations to changing condi-
tions,” he said. 

The problem is that there’s no real way to predict the cool-
ing rate of the mat because of a multitude of variables, such as
the sun’s position, time of day and year, air temperatures, lift
thickness, delivery delays and more.

“It’s the simple things that can totally blow a project and all
the time and effort goes out the window,” Timm said.

But now there’s a MultiCool app for that.
Through the use of GPS positioning and assessing other

weather-related conditions, materials used and more,

MultiCool can simplify the paving process. It is a tool that can
be accessed from a phone or laptop and used for planning or
forensic purposes.

For more information, go to:
www.asphaltpavement.org/multicool.

Anti-Strips
Vicki Woods started “Anti-Strips in HMA” with a chem-

istry lesson before launching into the meat of her session.
“Water causes damage and it’s accelerat-

ed by poor drainage. It’s an age-old prob-
lem,” she said.

In fact, Woods said, “Stripping, the dis-
placement of asphalt cement from aggre-
gate surfaces by the loss of adhesion, is pri-
marily due to the action of water.”

Aggregate chemistry, she said, indicates
that the higher the silica content, the less likely the asphalt and
aggregate will adhere, while higher silica content responds well
to Liquid Anti-Strips (LAS) that introduces polar and non-
polar molecules into a hot asphalt mix. 

“It improves the bond and reduces water intrusion later,”
she said.

Woods is Ingevity’s Technical Marketing Manager. Prior to
her current job, she was Missouri Department of
Transportation’s Construction Inspector, Estimator and
Resident Engineer. 

The Strip Fix from an Agency Perspective 
David Henning addressed the problem of “stripped out

conditions” that certain ARDOT districts are experiencing and
offered possible solutions.

He cited several reasons, including water
unable to escape lanes because the shoul-
ders were left in place; insufficient tack
application; wet winters; high traffic vol-
ume; and mill-and-inlay jobs that used
highly absorptive sandstone aggregates and
no anti-strip additives.

He offered possible recommendations from a recent review
that includes the milling and/or overlaying of existing shoul-
ders on future interstate projects; establishing a procedure
committee for the type of remediation needed on future inter-
state overlay projects; and identifying the types of aggregate
prone to stripping and require anti-strip additives.

Feedback from the industry, he said, included questions
such as would terminal blending be possible and would lime-
stone or gravel aggregate be usable with an anti-strip. 

Currently Henning is ARDOT State Construction
Engineer.

Danny Gierhart

David Timm

Vicki Woods

David Henning
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Paving – Going Green 
The conference’s moderator, Dr. Kevin Hall, presented a

green paving alternative, possibly best suited to city streets and
country highways. In “Structural Design
for Permeable Asphalt Pavements,” Hall
talked about a municipality’s ability to
reduce or eliminate water runoff, especial-
ly after a heavy downpour.

It also helps to keep drains from clog-
ging and minimizes standing water on
streets and roads.

This is a system that starts with an un-compacted sub-
grade, followed by a non-woven geo-textile, then a recharge
bed of uniformly graded clean crushed stone, a choker coarse
and topped off with a layer of porous aggregate.

A thick soil base, like Delta dirt, might prevent the use of
this system, he said.

Normally in the U.S., this type of porous pavement is used
on parking lots, but it’s popular in the Netherlands and
Europe in road construction.

While its “structural design could support light vehicle traf-
fic on urban and rural roads, it’s not a good choice for a road
with a high volume of heavy truck traffic, Hall said.

Hall is the Hicks Endowed Professor of Infrastructure
Engineering at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville’s Civil
Engineering Department. He serves on numerous committees,
task groups and panels through the Transportation Research
Board, ASTM and the industry.

A Word from the Wild
Steve “Wildman” Wilson, probably the Arkansas Game and

Fish Commission’s most famous spokesperson, closed out the
Quality Conference’s first afternoon with a
few deer and elk calls and some particular-
ly poignant advice. 

Little Rock born and raised, Wilson
spent 37 years working for Game and
Fish. While there, he won numerous
awards and soon after his retirement, he
was inducted into the Arkansas Tourism

Hall of Fame and the Arkansas Game and Fish Foundation’s
Outdoor Hall of Fame.

He said, “I’m not good at retirement,” and even today, he
is a sought out public speaker and he produces and hosts a
radio program, the “Call of the Wild.”

After offering a few elk calls, he talked about how 112 elk
were introduced into Arkansas in the early 1980s and that
number has grown to more than 500.

He suggested the audience consider taking an overnight trip
to Ponca in October to watch the wild animals. 

“It’s mating season and the elk are active, fighting and chas-
ing each other,” he added.

During his presentation, Wilson talked about the impor-
tance of family and how much he and both his mother and
father loved the outdoors. Unfortunately, he said his father
passed away at age 95, and it prompted him to live by the
motto, “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.”

Day Two Starts with Safety
Pat Nelson, Lehman-Roberts Chairman and President, who

now leads a fourth-generation family-owned and managed
firm specializing in highway construction
and asphalt production, kicked off day
two with a session simply titled “Safety.”

He started with the story of his intro-
duction to the business as operating an
auger in the company’s mining division
and described himself and some of those
around him as “invincible, daredevils.”

They used their gloved hands to wipe the auger blades while
it was still rotating.

“We were not an example of safety,” he recalled. 
That changed somewhat with a non-fatal accident, but not

enough to cause them to change their behavior when using the
auger. Instead they installed a kill switch. 

But later in his career, his idea of safety changed dramatical-
ly after a call from a close friend and business associate who
had had an employee killed on the job earlier in the day.

“I remember the pain in his voice,” and Nelson said, he
wondered how he would be impacted if one of his 350
employees were seriously injured or killed on the job.

He took that to heart and safety became his company’s
motto.

“In order to prevent deaths or incidents, we had to change
our behavior,” he said.

Nelson recommended two books relating to safety and
goals, including “Safety 24/7” by Gregory M. Anderson and
Robert L. Lorber, Ph.D., and “Your Best Year Ever” by
Michael Hyatt.

Infrared Technology Explained
Much of the Quality Conference’s second day was devoted

to a workshop titled, “FHWA/SHRP2,” that offered an
 in-depth look at the reasons for utilizing

infrared (IR) Paver Mounted Thermal
Profilers at highway and interstate con-
struction sites.

The latest technology can be used by
both DOTs and contractors to improve the
quality of the nation’s interstates and high-
way, and the Friday morning educational

workshop was led by industry experts Joe Reiter and Glenn
Page.

Infrared thermography is defined as “the mapping of

Steve Wilson

Pat Nelson

Joe Reiter
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 temperature contours over the surface of a
material. The contours are used to evalu-
ate the surface temperature and any varia-
tions.” Page explained.

This is the technology behind the IR
Paver Mounted Thermal Profiler, and it
can be used to replace often unreliable and
older handheld or camera-type thermal

gauging devices. During the quality control testing process, it
is able to reliably catch problems that are often missed by con-
ventional methods, Reiter said.

“IR is more uniformly able to measure asphalt application
temperatures during construction,” and can be used during
daytime or nighttime operations, and increases the ability to
inspect pavements under construction during night work,
Reiter said.

During the workshop, the two focused on the usage of IR
technology; the identification of the equipment and its soft-
ware, and the installation of both; the latest results and find-
ings from field demonstration projects; contractor’s and
agency’s opinions as to the benefits of IR as a quality control
or quality assurance tool; and the implementation strategies
used by lead agencies and how to apply these in Arkansas.

“SHRP2 Technologies are designed to enhance quality con-
trol on asphalt pavements through innovation, implementation
and improvement,” Reiter said.

Reiter is a Senior Engineer with ARA of Illinois, and he’s
been working on the thermal profiler as part of FHWA and
AASHTO project since 2015.

Page is AASHTO’s Project Delivery Associate Program
Director, with more than 20 years’ experience in the develop-
ment and management of engineering plans, budgets and
schedules.

For more information about the Infrared (IR) Paver
Mounted Thermal Profilers to enhance quality control on
asphalt pavements, contact: Stephen Cooper at
stephen.J.Cooper@dot.gov; Kate Kurgan at
kkurgan@aashto.gov; Joe Reiter at jreiter@ara.com; or Harold
Von Quintus at hvonquintus@ara.com; or go to:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/goshrp2/Solutions/Renewal/R06C/
Technologies_to_Enhance_Quality_Control_on_Asphalt_Pave
ments

Farewell until 2020
For one last time, Tony Sullivan wrapped up the Quality

Asphalt Paving Conference. 
“It was an informative conference and

I’ve learned a lot…Be safe going home,”
Sullivan said before closing the conference.

Sullivan, a Warren native, graduated
from the University of Arkansas with an
engineering degree in 1979. Soon after, he

joined ARDOT, first as a Traffic Engineer, then earned a series
of promotions, from Advanced Traffic Engineer, Senior Traffic
Engineer, Staff Traffic Engineer, Assistant Division Head of
Maintenance Division, State Maintenance Engineer until
 finally to Assistant Chief Engineer for Operations.

He is retiring this spring.

Paving Operations
This year’s Paving Operations Workshop included: “Asphalt

Plant Operations,” taught by Lance Clark and Richard
Draheim; and “Asphalt Paving Operations,” taught by Tom
Dittmer and Chuck West and Andy Adamcik, both with
Weiler.

Clark is a Regional Sales Representative for Heatec, Inc.;
and Draheim is the Regional Sales Manager with Astec, Inc.

Dittmer is a Caterpillar Paving Products Consultant, with
40 years’ experience; West is the Territory Manager for the
Southwest US for Weiler; and Adamcik is the Marketing
Manager and Central Territory Manager for Weiler. 

Park Estes, conference organizer and AAPA Executive
Director, said, “This portion of the Quality Asphalt Paving
Conference is a popular option for the non-engineer and

attendance has continued to grow. and all
our feedback indicates it’s a valuable train-
ing tool for operators working in the
field.”

This is the fourth year for the Paving
Operations workshops.

“As with the larger conference’s goals,
we strive to help our members produce

quality Arkansas roads. The construction industry wants to
make sure people are trained by experts in the field on the best
practices. We continue to feel this is the perfect setting for this
type of workshop,” Estes said.

Tony Sullivan

Lance Clark Richard Draheim

Tom Dittmer Chuck West

Andy Adamcik

Glenn Page
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VENDORSSPONSORS
GOLD

APAC-Central, Inc.
Asphalt Producers, LLC

Astec, Inc.
Delta Asphalt of AR

Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions
Lion Oil Co.

SILVER
H&E Equipment Services

Weiler

BRONZE
Capital Quarries Co., Inc.
Cranford Construction Co.

DKB Contractors
Redstone Construction Group

Salt Creek Paving

FRIENDS
First Community Bank

LUNCH SPONSOR
APAC-Central, Inc.

Arkansas Aggregates  •  Arkansas Dept. of Transportation
Arkansas Good Roads Foundation  •  Bomag America’s

Darragh Company  •  Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions
Forterra Pipe & Precast  •  H&E Equipment Services

Jobsite Technologies  •  Pacific Geosource
Purple Wave Auction  •  Riggs CAT
Road Builders Supply  •  Roadtec

Stribling Equipment  •  Sweeping Corp of America
The G.W. Van Keppel Co.  •  Tri-State Sand

Troxler Electronic Labs
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OPERATOR COMFORT & CONVENIENCE 
MAKE THE JOB EASIER
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2019
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Register
Now!

For schedule and additional
information, or to register online,
please visit
www.arasphalt.com/annual-convention

See page 16 for registration form

2019 AAPA Annual
Convention
March 26-28

Big Cypress
Memphis, TN

February 15 Deadline for AAPA 2019 Dues

February 27 ARDOT Bid Letting

March 13 Highway Commission Meeting

March 26-28 AAPA Annual Convention (Memphis, TN)

April 10 ARDOT Bid Letting

May 1 Highway Commission Meeting

May 14-15 TCC Fly-In (Washington DC)

May 15 ARDOT Bid Letting

June 12 Highway Commission Meeting

June 19 ARDOT Bid Letting

July 21-24 NAPA Midyear Meeting (Asheville, NC)

July 24 Highway Commission Meeting/ARDOT
Bid Letting

September 4 Highway Commission Meeting

September 11 ARDOT Bid Letting

October 23 Highway Commission Meeting

November 6 ARDOT Bid Letting

December 11 Highway Commission Meeting

To Pay
Your 2019

Dues!

Deadline to be in the 2019/2020
Membership Directory:

February 15, 2019

Pay online at www.arasphalt.com/joinrenew
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Trash and other items blowing out of truck beds 
 

sharing the road. Do your part to keep our roads  
safe and free of litter by securing the load. 

 
Do YOUR part. Keep Arkansas Beautiful.

PROTECT THE ROAD. 
SECURE THE LOAD.

KeepArkansasBeautiful.com
Report Littering. 1-866-811-1222

Text VOLUNTEER to 484848 
to get news and updates 
from Keep Arkansas Beautiful.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

10324 Interstate 30  |  Little Rock, AR 72209  |  www.ardot.gov  |  www.idrivearkansas.com
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

is a Team Effort.
SAFET

     

YSAFET
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1. Contact your representatives. It is going to take a
statewide effort to make legislators understand that what we
want and expect is a significant funding plan passed. We ask
each of you to call your representatives now to let them
know you expect them to solve the road and bridge funding
deficiency by supporting a funding plan. Many local entities
have voted in sales taxes to help improve/maintain local
roads and bridges; it’s time for officials to do the same at the
state level. The Ark Leg website has all the legislators’ con-
tact info, the district they represent, and the committees
they serve on. They “WILL” answer/return phone calls, but
it is also good to write emails to have a record of what your
desire is on a particular issue.

2. After you contact your representatives, let the AAPA
office know. Your name will be added to the ROAD WAR-
RIOR list and given a token of appreciation showing you
are committed to  helping the cause. This list will be posted
on the AAPA website and at our Annual Convention in
Memphis on March 26-28.  

3. Be ready to make calls AGAIN when a bill that we can
support is introduced. The Stakeholders Funding
Coalition, after meeting with lawmakers, hoped there would

be a specific funding plan we could get behind before the
session starts; however, that has not materialized yet.
Additionally, some members of the Funding Coalition met
with Gov. Hutchinson on Jan. 7th. He is not ready to share
his ideas on a funding plan that he would support, but he
should be publicizing that in the near future. We have also
met with Senate and House Leaders Hendren and
Shepherd. They both agree funding is important and are
trying to find the path to it. When a bill is introduced that
we want to support, you will be asked to make calls urging
support to your representatives for that bill. Trust me, others
will be calling to persuade them not to pass increased fund-
ing. We need to be stronger.   
As a reminder, the 2017 Legislative Independent Audit

found that ARDOT needs $478 million additional to main-
tain roads. Every dollar invested in infrastructure goes around
the economy 3-5 times. Every $500 million creates nearly
6,000 jobs in Arkansas. Our safety, livelihoods, and industry
depend on us having massive a group effort to contact our
 legislators during the 2019 session.

I’ve talked to my representatives – HAVE YOU?

With the Arkansas 2019 legislative session now in full swing, it’s more important than
ever for all of us to start engaging our local House and Senate representatives.                    

Become an AAPA ROAD WARRIOR!
Get your name on the ROAD WARRIOR list by doing the following:



Brief History Lesson
A partnership in 1920 between Edward F. Regenhardt and

the Harrison brothers – Bob, Charles, and Arthur – led to the
establishment of a series of construction and materials compa-
nies that would eventually become Delta Companies Inc.

That first partnership constructed roads and concrete con-
struction projects throughout Missouri, Illinois, and Kentucky.

In the late 1940s, the company expanded into coal mines,
highway construction, and levee building. It also continued to
expand into the concrete paving business by performing work
on Interstate and State highways in Missouri and Illinois. In
August 1959, it became only the ninth highway-paving con-
tractor in the nation to pave over one linear mile in one day
on a project on I-57 in Scott County, Missouri. 

As the Interstate program wound down, the company began
converting from a predominately concrete construction com-
pany into the vertically-integrated company it is today.  

Delta entered northeast Arkansas in 1972 with asphalt
plants and highway construction. It expanded the business
with the 1997 acquisition of Baughn Construction Company,
Inc. and Black River Asphalt, Inc., which added plants in
Tuckerman and Black Rock.

Delta next purchased asphalt plants in Searcy and Heber
Springs, along with a construction operation in 2002 from
Vulcan Materials.

In 2004, Treece, Inc., (including the quarry in Clinton,
Arkansas) was added to Delta Asphalt of Arkansas, producing
high-quality sandstone products for use in the regional market,
including highway and infrastructure construction projects.

Safety is a Core Value
The safety of our employees and the traveling public is

every employee’s responsibility. We plan safety into every
aspect of our work and do not deviate from that plan. Our
goal is always ZERO – zero injuries, zero incidents.

The men and women of Delta Asphalt of Arkansas earned
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the Excellence in Safety award from the AGC Arkansas for
“outstanding commitment to safety in construction” for 2017
and 2018. The AGC Arkansas (www.agcar.net) chose
qualifying recipients to be honored for making safety a value
and promoting a safe culture to protect their employees. 

Accountability, Trust, and Integrity are also Core Values
Delta is proud of all its employees for the many projects

that have earned state and national attention as quality paving
projects. We are especially proud of a recently completed proj-
ect on Hwy 285 near Bono for the Arkansas Department of
Transportation. Delta earned the AAPA 2017 State Winner
Quality Asphalt Paving Award in the Two-Lane Highway –
ADT Less than 2000 category for this project. 

The purpose of the project was to rehabilitate and realign
4.82 miles of Hwy 285 between Bono and Martinville in
Faulkner County. Significant items of work included 30,500
tons of HMA paving, 149,000 cubic yards of unclassified exca-
vation, and 73,000 tons of aggregate base. The project was
unique because we self-performed the majority of the work,
including excavation, grading, and even rock removal.

This same project also earned a Quality-In-Construction
Award from the National Asphalt Pavement Association
(www.AsphaltPavement.org) for its adherence to industry stan-
dards and best practices, which produce high-quality roads and
pavements.

Delta Today
Today, Delta works in Arkansas, Illinois, and Missouri with

operations in road construction, asphalt plants, quarries, and
liquid asphalt products. The number of employees ranges from
250 to 400 over the calendar year, with peak employment
from April to October. 

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas, Inc., with its regional office in
Paragould, operates numerous asphalt plants and construction
crews throughout northeast Arkansas. The asphalt plants are

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas, Inc.
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Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 

Arkansas Asphalt News

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

and other industry allies.

Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  
Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue

located in Luxora, Paragould, Black Rock, Searcy, and Clinton.
In the Clinton area, it also operates an aggregates quarry locat-
ed on Hwy 65 S just south of town. 

Delta Companies Inc. (www.DeltaCos.com) is one of the
few firms in today’s construction industry with the level of
experience, expertise, and longevity to carry forward success-

fully throughout the 21st century. By combining strong proj-
ect management with the latest technological advances, Delta
has established a reputation for safely completing projects to
specification while meeting time and budget constraints.

The Delta group of companies joined Colas Inc. in 1992
(www.ColasUSA.com). Since that time, Delta has experienced
periods of explosive growth, followed by periods of innovation
and stabilization. Colas USA companies are part of the Colas
Group, the worldwide leader in transportation infrastructure
construction and maintenance.  

Why AAPA?
In addition to the Fall BBQ Cook-Off, we are an active partic-
ipant in the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association because it
is the voice of the asphalt industry at the Capitol in Little
Rock and Washington, DC; it is the voice of the asphalt
industry at the Arkansas Department of Transportation, as well
as with cities, counties, and other public entities; and it is the
voice of the asphalt industry with the traveling public in
Arkansas – our ultimate customers! We also appreciate the
training, information, and networking opportunities offered
through the Association. And, did we mention the Fall BBQ
Cook-Off?

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

CTTP
Schedule of Classes 2019

Check your expiration dates now and register
online at www.cttp.org

February 13-15: HOT MIX ASPHALT

February 20-22: SOILS

Feb. 27-Mar. 1: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING

March 5-6: NPDES

March 5-7: CONCRETE STRENGTH

March 11-13: BASIC AGGREGATES

March 13-15: SOILS

March 27-29: HOT MIX ASPHALT

April 3-5: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING

April 16-17: NPDES IN LITTLE ROCK

April 23-24: NPDES

April 24-26: SOILS

April 29-May 1: BASIC AGGREGATES

May 1-3: CONCRETE FIELD TESTING

May 21-23: CONCRETE STRENGTH IN LR
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2018 National Asphalt
Pavement Association

Awards

Congratulations
Rogers Group!

Quality in Construction Award –
Asphalt Pavements Under 50,000 Tons

Rogers Group: Highway 5
in White County & Highways 64 and

67B in White County

NAPA’s Quality in Construction Awards
Program recognizes pavements con-
structed in sustainable and/or innovative
ways. Each pavement has to qualify for
an award in the Quality in Construction
categories — Airport Pavements,
General Pavements (under 50,000 tons),
or Highway Pavements (over 50,000
tons). An optional section on the nomi-
nation form allows applicants to high-
light the adaptability and sustainability
of the asphalt used on the project.

Daniel Littell and Tim Gorman of Rogers Group accept their award at the
NAPA 2019 Annual Meeting in Florida. Photo courtesy of NAPA

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

SAFE PLACE TO GROW YOUR DEPOSITS,
&WE HAVE ALL THE BANKING 

SERVICES YOU COULD EVER NEED!

www.firstcommunity.net
888-780-8391

Our Community Bank is a
SAFE PLACE RTO GROW YOUR DEPOSITS,,

NEW MEMBERS

Arco Excavation & Paving

Hot Mix Parts

McCormick Works

RedRock Paving LLC

Road Science
(a division of ArrMaz)

Interested in becoming an
AAPA member?

Go to www.arasphalt.com
to view our member categories

and fill out an application
or contact the office at
office@arasphalt.com.
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• APAC-Central, Inc.
• Asphalt Producers, LLC
• Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
• The Cashion Company, Inc.
• C&F Construction Co., Inc.
• Cranford Construction Co.
• Delta Asphalt of Arkansas
• Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.
• Forsgren, Inc.
• Highway Graphics, LLC
• Hutchens Construction Company
• Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.
• Lion Oil Co.
• Riggs CAT
• Rogers Group
• Time Striping, Inc.

ARKANSAS ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION

We Salute the 2019 Hot Mixers Club
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Arkansas' Paving
Industry Leader

Proudly Serving Arkansas Since 1927

El Dorado
2001 West Hillsboro St.

870-881-0800

Little Rock
9125 Interstate 30

501-570-3100

Fort Smith
6601 South Zero
479-646-4755

Russellville
370 Lakefront Drive

479-968-3304

Harrison
5475 Hwy 65 South

870-429-8700

Springdale
4117 Wagon Wheel Rd.

479-756-8080

Jonesboro
3701 East Parker Rd.

870-932-5473

Texarkana
2400 Trinity Rd.
870-773-5621

SUPPORTS ARKANSAS
SUPPORTING OUR ROADS



Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221
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