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Wow! Thank you for the opportunity to serve as
Chairman of AAPA. The association is very dear to me as
we move our industry forward each and every day. I look
forward to working with the board, staff, ARDOT, and all
of our AAPA members. We have a great opportunity to
move the needle in Arkansas. A special thanks goes out to
Steve Thweatt, who dedicated 2 terms of service as AAPA
Chairman. Thanks for all you do!

AAPA has had a great start to 2019. The Quality Conference held in January
was a huge success. Next, the 2019 General Assembly provided a chance for all of
us to get engaged in the political process and make sure our voice is heard on the
hill. Thanks to everyone who took the time to call, write, email, and/or discuss in
person our issues about long-term highway funding. The association was instru-
mental in organizing the first ever coalition for highway funding. Big THANKS
to Park Estes for getting this coalition started. A very successful meeting was held
with Governor Hutchinson early in the process to become united in the long-
term highway funding debate. Guess what? We were successful. Even though at
times it’s very painful to engage in the process, it shows how successful we can be
when we are engaged and united.

Our Annual Convention was held on March 26-28 at Big Cypress in
Memphis, Tennessee. Our staff did a wonderful job organizing and taking care of
issues. The golf was great. The Elvis tour was a blast. The pistol shoot and bowl-
ing were fun. The meetings were first class and our motivational speaker, Alan
Bracken, was spot on. Thanks to our generous sponsors, and thanks to our auc-
tioneer, Spencer Stillman of Time Striping. The auction set a new record as we
raised almost $63,000. Thanks to everyone who made this so successful.
Remember, our work has not yet begun to pass the ½ cent sales tax to perma-
nently fund highways. When the time is right, our association along with the
coalition will hit the ground running, and we will need to raise some additional
funds to get our message out. Stay tuned!

Finally, by the time this is printed we will have begun our annual tour of the
state to hand out paving awards. It is so important to our association that we
 produce quality paving to keep the trust from ARDOT and the tax payers. Let’s
all work together in 2019 to make this the best year ever! It takes everyone to
work as one to make this happen. I like what Rex Vines had to say at the
Convention about teamwork. This is truly a team effort.

May God bless you, your companies, and our association and keep everyone
safe.

Thank you,
Murry Cline
AAPA Chairman
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AAPA Names New Chairman By Deborah Horn

It seems the best of times for Arkansas road-
builders as Murry Cline of Springdale takes the
reins as the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement
Association (AAPA) Chairman. 

Especially when considering the voter-
approved funding of the Connecting Arkansas
Program (CAP) and of the Interstate
Rehabilitation Program (IRP) statewide con-
struction projects and now, the $95 million
financial fix signed into law by Gov. Asa
Hutchinson. But the cheers at the close of the
2019 Legislative Session were short-lived.

The state’s transportation system still requires
another approximately $200 million a year to meet all of
Arkansas’s highway funding needs going forward into the next
decade.

Without a permanent extension to Arkansas’s 1/2-cent sales
tax that’s due to sunset soon, and without a longterm approach
to federal highway funding, it could prove the worst of times.

Cline is the first to admit that there’s plenty of work to be
done during his 12-month term as AAPA Chairman. He
replaces Steve Thweatt, and last year, Cline served as AAPA
Vice Chairman. As a long-time AAPA member and as Vice
President of Operations at APAC Central in Northwest
Arkansas, he’s well acquainted with the industry’s issues.

Brandon LeFevre, APAC-Central, Inc. President, said,
“Murry does an excellent job, not just running the business,
but he is responsible for advocating for the asphalt pavement
industry. Murry is extremely action-oriented and doesn’t sit
still until the work is done and the results are delivered.”

The knowledge and experience Cline “has gained from
working for multiple contractors in multiple states, as well as
spending nearly a decade working for the ARDOT gives him a
unique skill set and a very well-rounded perspective,” LeFevre
said.

Also, he added, “As a native Arkansan, he has the relation-
ships and know-how to influence positive change in our indus-
try. I feel extremely fortunate to have Murry as a member of
our APAC-Central team, and feel proud and confident in his
ability to lead the AAPA as chairman and represent our indus-
try in a meaningful way.”

Honoring the voters’ trust
It began with recommendations from the Arkansas

Legislature’s Highway Blue Ribbon Committee and resulted in
Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) finance
programs, including the 10-year, 1/2-cent sales tax that funded
CAP. 

“The taxpayers approval indicated they trusted that
ARDOT would spend their money wisely and they have,”
Cline said.

In all, 39 CAP construction projects at a cost of about $1.8
billion are being completed across the state, and Cline said, “It

is one of the most comprehensive and largest
highway construction programs ever undertaken
by the state. The work is nearly complete.”

He hopes the voters will again approve the
1/2-cent sales tax in 2020. But this go-round it
will be on the ballot as a permanent tax.

As the next election fast approaches, Cline
said, “It’s our role to reach out and to educate the
state’s leaders at all levels as well as the public
about the importance of a yes-vote for a continu-
ation of the 1/2-cent sales tax.”

AAPA will be tasked with leading the charge
through advertising, as well as talking to state and

local political leaders.
“We will be ready to support ARDOT when the time

comes,” Cline said.
Emanuel Banks, ARDOT Deputy Director and Chief

Engineer, said, “Murry has the respect of industry leaders and
the ability to bring folks together. He’s articulate, and I believe
he and Park Estes will work effectively as a team.”

He’s a good leader and this is critically important as the
2020 election approaches, Banks said.

Cline said, “We have gained momentum, especially with the
actions of the 2019 Arkansas Legislative Session but we are at a
crossroads and need to continue pushing for stable highway
funding at the state and federal levels.”

Cline said, Arkansas voters and legislators stepped up and
did their part but the feds continue to drag their feet. 

“We will have a deficit in federal highway funding next year
if nothing is done,” he said. 

AAPA is active in Washington, but, Cline said, “Congress
doesn’t seem to have much interest in addressing this longterm
and ongoing problem.”

As AAPA moves forward, he said, “The top three concerns
as we go forward is funding first, funding second and funding
third. Without adequate financial support, the state will strug-
gle as the public demands on our transportation system and
highway construction costs skyrocket.”

A founding member
Cline has been with AAPA since its inception in 2001 and

has served on numerous committees since then. He has a good
grasp on the association’s mission to support Arkansas’s road-
way system and ARDOT through communication, design,
research and education.

“It’s about a brighter future, about quality of life but it’s also
about creating economic opportunities for Arkansans across
the state,” Cline said.

Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said, “I look forward
to working with Murry. He brings vision, a unique knowledge
of the industry and years of managerial experience to our
organization. We are pleased to have him in the lead at this
critical juncture.”

Murry Cline
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In addition to his work with AAPA, Cline has a diverse
background with a degree in civil engineering and worked as
an assistant resident engineer with ARDOT from 1988 until
1995. Then, he was a Project Manager for APAC Tennessee
from 1995 until 2006 and a Division Manager for Hubbard
Construction from 2006 until 2008.

Then in 2008, he was the General Manager for Marshall
County Stone until returning to APAC in 2012, where he
manages about 250 people and about $110 million annually
for the Oldcastle Group.

Perry Webb is the President and CEO of the Springdale
Chamber and has known Cline since his college days.

“Murry is extremely thoughtful and grounded. He doesn’t
react, but his decisions are based in research, education and
facts. He’s the ultimate professional,” Webb said.

What a better future might look like
As current Chairman of the Springdale Chamber of

Commerce, Cline understands firsthand the importance of a
quality, workable road system and how it can transform an
area from a small town to a world player. 

“It has changed Northwest Arkansas, especially in the areas
around Bentonville,” he said.

Thirty years ago, he said there was basically one four-lane
road running through Springdale, Rogers, Bentonville and
Fayetteville and the incoming feeder highways, like the Pig
Trail and Hwy. 412, were basically two-lane, shoulder-less
roads. Whether moving chickens or trying to get to a

Razorback game, travel into or out of the area was slow and
difficult.

Without the interstates and highway improvements in
Northwest Arkansas, it’s possible Walmart wouldn’t have head-
quartered there or Crystal Bridges might have found a home
elsewhere.

“The public and private sector devised a plan and worked
together to achieve its goals. All the hard work paid off and it’s
now one of Arkansas’s most successful economic stories,” Cline
said.

At home in Springdale
Cline has been married to Tami for nearly 30 years, and

they have two children—a daughter, Lena Rose Pierce, who
teaches at the Blytheville School District and a son, Mason
Cline, who will graduate from Arkansas Tech University at
Russellville in May. While there, Mason played on the men’s
basketball team.

Also, Cline and Tami have a 17-month-old grandson
named Cooper Pierce.

“I love spending time with my family, and of course, I enjoy
a good college basketball game,” he said.

Cline plays golf every chance he gets, however, there never
seems to be enough time. But in fact, Cline said he has found
a way to mix his love of the game with business, “I enjoy golf
outings that allow me to interact with others and to discuss
how to improve asphalt quality and other business related
issues.”

Phone: 501.376.0716
Fax: 501.376.2118

Toll Free: 800.523.2147

321 Scott St.
Little Rock, AR  72201
www.cashionco.com
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ergonasphalt.com

THE ART OF THE SEAL.

eScrub strengthens your road and extends its service life by 

sealing mass cracks through a simultaneous apply-and-seal 

process. A mechanized scrub broom follows the application 

of this rejuvenating chip seal emulsion, forcing it deeper into 

the voids and cracks to ensure a longer lasting seal.

Get rid of cracks with the stroke of a broom.
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AG-LIME, INDUSTRIAL
STONE, CRUSHED

AGGREGATES,
6-MESH FERTILIZER

FILLER

870-793-2317
Fax 870-793-3632

MIDWEST LIME
COMPANY
P.O. Box 2608

Batesville, Arkansas 72503

The Asphalt Pavement Alliance
(APA) announced today that the
Arkansas Department of

Transportation (ARDOT) has won a
2018 Perpetual Pavement Award for a
4.81-mile stretch of Arkansas State
Highway 92, Section 1, in Conway
County. This is ARDOT’s ninth
Perpetual Pavement award in 10 years.

To qualify for this prestigious award,
a pavement must be at least 35 years old
and never experienced a structural fail-
ure. The average interval between the
resurfacing of the winning pavement
must be no less than 13 years. The pave-
ment must demonstrate the characteris-
tics expected from long-life asphalt
pavements: excellence in design, quality
in construction and value for the travel-
ing public.

Engineers at the National Center for
Asphalt Technology (NCAT) evaluated

the nominations and validated the win-
ners.

The award-winning section of AR 92
is a two-lane road that runs from mile
markers 4.62 to 9.43. The road serves as
a north–south transportation route
between the City of Plumerville, adja-
cent to Route 40 in Conway County,
and U.S. Highway 65 in neighboring
Faulkner County. It’s also the primary
route for travelers between Hill Creek
and Springfield, Arkansas.

ARDOT built AR 92 in 1981 with 3
inches of asphalt base and 1.5 inches of
surface course. In 2012, the state resur-
faced the road with a 2-inch asphalt sur-
face layer.

AR 92 today has an average daily
traffic (ADT) volume of 2,600 vehicles,
12 percent of them trucks. Since its
construction it has carried approximate-
ly 2.4 million equivalent single-axle
loads (ESAL).

With its 37 years of service and only
one resurfacing treatment, AR 92 meets
all of the criteria for a Perpetual
Pavement award.

“We thank the Asphalt Pavement
Alliance for recognizing ARDOT and
the excellent qualities that State
Highway 92 exhibits. This award is a
testimonial to the hard work and excel-
lence our crews put into their work
every day. It is an honor to be recog-
nized by our peers in the industry,” said
Scott Bennett, ARDOT Director.

As a winner of a 2018 Perpetual
Award, ARDOT will receive an
engraved crystal obelisk, and its name
and project will be added to a perma-
nent plaque that is kept at NCAT.

“One of the keys to sustainability is
long life,” said Amy Miller, P.E.,
Executive Director of the APA. “Asphalt
roads can be engineered to last indefi-
nitely with only routine maintenance
and periodic surface renewal.

“The advantages of these perpetual
pavements are significant. Life cycle
costs are lower because deep pavement

repairs and reconstruction are avoided.
User delays are reduced because minor
surface rehabilitation requires shorter
work windows and can avoid peak traf-
fic hours. And there are environment
benefits because minimal rehabilitation,
combined with recycling any materials
that are removed from the pavement
surface, reduces the amount of material
resources required over the pavement’s
life.”

The Asphalt Pavement Alliance is a
coalition of the National Asphalt
Pavement Association, the Asphalt
Institute and the state asphalt pavement
associations. The Asphalt Pavement
Alliance’s mission is to establish asphalt
as the preferred choice for quality, per-
formance and the environment.

The Asphalt Pavement Alliance

(www.driveasphalt.org) is a partnership of the

Asphalt Institute (AI), National Asphalt

Pavement Association (NAPA) and the State

Asphalt Pavement Associations. The Asphalt

Pavement Alliance’s mission is to establish asphalt

as the preferred choice for quality, performance

and the environment.

The Asphalt Institute

(www.asphaltinstitute.org) is the international

trade association of petroleum asphalt producers,

manufacturers and affiliated businesses. AI pro-

motes the use, benefits and quality performance

of petroleum asphalt, through engineering,

research, marketing and educational activities.

The National Asphalt Pavement Association

(www.asphaltpavement.org) represents the interests

of U.S. asphalt producers/contractors before

Congress, federal agencies, and other national

trade and business organizations. NAPA supports

an active research program designed to improve

the quality of asphalt pavements and paving tech-

niques used in the construction of roads, streets,

highways, parking lots, airports, and environ-

mental and  recreational facilities.

The State Asphalt Pavement Associations

(www.asphaltpavement.org/sapas) represent the

interests of asphalt pavement producers and

paving companies at the state and local level

across the United States.

Arkansas Department of Transportation Wins
2018 Perpetual Pavement Award
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Rex Vines officially started his tenure as the
Arkansas Department of Transportation’s
(ARDOT) Assistant Chief of Operations on
March 2.

In this administrative position, Vines will pro-
vide the needed expertise, including problem-
solving assistance and managerial direction for
all ARDOT’s construction, maintenance and
materials operations.

It’s not a nine-to-five, leave-your-work-at-the-
office kind of job, and now as ARDOT starts to
wrap up its multi-million dollar Connecting
Arkansas Program’s (CAP) and Interstate
Rehabilitation Program’s (IRP) projects around the state, as
well as ARDOT’s work on large, complex interstate projects
on I-40, I-49, I-530, I-630 and more, it’s even less so.

Vines said about his new position, “My entire career with
the department has been in operations, with 18 years in con-
struction and eight years in maintenance. In that time, I’ve
seen our system slowly decline, and in some cases, quickly
decline as we struggled to keep up with rising construction
costs accompanied by stagnant resources.”

But with the 2019 Arkansas Legislative actions, Vines said,
“Now that we’ve seen positive movement toward increased
funding (at the state level), I am most excited about the future.
Now, I believe we will actually have the opportunity to man-
age the highway system, not just manage the decline of the
highway system.”

A lifetime of experience 
Vines started with ARDOT 29 years ago as a seasonal

employee and engineering intern during the summer. At the

same time, he earned a bachelor’s degree in engi-
neering with an emphasis on civil engineering
from Arkansas State University. He is a registered
professional engineer.

While he started his ARDOT career pretty
much at the bottom of the food chain as summer
help, soon after graduation, Vines was hired as a
Civil Engineer Technician in the Resident
Engineer Office at Wynne in 1993.

Promotions came quickly and the next year he
advanced to Construction Field Engineer I, and
in 1995, he was promoted to the Con struction
Field Engineer II slot.

Two years later, he was transferred to the Texarkana
Resident Engineer Office as an Advanced Construction Field
Engineer, and then bumped up to the Assistant Resident
Engineer position in 2000. 

Vines moved into the Resident Engineer Position in
Osceola the following year before advancing to District
Construction Engineer in August 2004. 

He was promoted to District Maintenance Engineer four
years later, and he was named District One Engineer in 2014.

Vines was elected to serve on the ARDOT’s Retirement
Board.

FROM PARK ESTES, AAPA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
“When you look at Rex’s resume and talk to those that have

worked with him, it’s easy to see why he was selected for this
position.  ARDOT has strong leadership and I certainly think
he is a great addition.  I am looking forward to working with
Rex and the rest of the ARDOT staff for the betterment of our
asphalt product and industry.”
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Vacant Assistant Chief of Operations Position Filled
By Deborah Horn

Rex Vines

Visit the AAPA Website to:

www.arasphalt.com

✽ Register for events

✽ Renew your dues

✽  Catch up on industry
news

✽ Check our
 calendar for
upcoming events

✽ And more!

follow us!
@AAPA_AR
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OPERATOR COMFORT & CONVENIENCE 
MAKE THE JOB EASIER

 
 

LET ROADTEC MAKE YOUR JOB EASIER - VISIT  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

EOP

C PETDAOH RCAE
ISIR VETTER BOF

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

ORFOM CORTAATRE
HE TKAM

MONOGRS ER IEVAC P
IOD NECUDE R,YY,TILIB

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

NEVON C &TOR
AB EOE JH

DENGISEY DLLACI
.TROFMOD CN A,ESI

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

ENCEIN
REISA

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

ew NehT wievarleCCl
vae phf tt onore fht

e mrs alortnor cevaP
e sht tsaut ps ogniws

sae ers anoitcnul flA
.slortnco

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

®XSFFX m petsyn soitacrtxe emuf®
die stisoppe oho t, treppor hev

t saeg snitovie pho td tetnuoe m
ecxr ee fonihace mhf te odie s

d seeg ffenidulcn, ielbissecy aclis

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

oy ttilibisir vetaers gedivorm p
.sregue aho tn twod dn, aed

yllaciluardyh hcih, wnoitatt s
.ytilibisit vnelle

e taw god flnm aetsyd s

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

C METDAOT REL

GI RLL A. CN. ICETDAO5 R102© 

n hut is clevee lsoiN
cinummot cnatsnoc

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

EISAB EOR JUOE YKAC M

DEVRESE RSTHG

olly atilibisid vevorpmd inf ala
err ciehf tt osee rhh ttin woitac

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

0017.272.008.1

TISIR - VE CEADTOR CO.

n y iato sr totarepe ohw to
. we

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

MCO

.56223.4.1+

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

0060.



What a thought-provoking statement to serve as the
theme for National Work Zone Awareness Week
(NWZAW) that was celebrated April 8 – 12, 2019.

NWZAW was created to raise public awareness by observing
speed limits, eliminating distractions, and being watchful for
roadway workers, equipment and fellow drivers. AAPA was
proud to partner this year with ARDOT, ATSSA, and AGC
for a week of events meant to increase the public’s awareness to
the safety of our roadway workers.  

With a kickoff press conference on Monday morning, Kanis
Park was the perfect setting to showcase the work zone on I-
630 in the background. Assistant Chief Engineer of
Operations, Rex Vines, led the charge asking drivers to “Work
with Us” and use extra caution when driving in work zones.
Other speakers for the event included Highway Commissioner
Tom Schueck; Mayor of Little Rock, Frank Scott, Jr.; Arkansas
ATSSA representative, Cindy Williams; Contractor, Mark
Windle with Manhattan Road & Bridge.

Tuesday night was Work Zone Awareness night at the

Drive Like You

Work Here
By Cindy Williams, Time Striping

Northwest Arkansas Naturals in Springdale. Fans were given
“Work with Us” t-shirts and bracelets upon entrance to the
game. ARDOT District 4 Engineer, Chad Adams, threw the
opening pitch of the ballgame.

Go Orange Day was celebrated on Wednesday, April 10.
This day, created and advertised by the American Traffic Safety
Services Association (ATSSA), is the time to spread awareness
of work zone safety, and show support for those who have lost
loved ones in work zone crashes.  

Thursday night wrapped up the week by promoting
NWZAW at the Arkansas Traveler’s game at Dickey-Stephens
Park in North Little Rock. Again, t-shirts and work zone
awareness bracelets were given out to fans and ARDOT Safety
Director, Eddie Tanner, threw the first pitch.

As part of NWZAW, the Big Dam Bridge, Two Rivers
Pedestrian Bridge, the Main Street Bridge in downtown Little
Rock, and the Union Plaza Building were all lit with orange
lights in observance of the campaign.  

These 22 cones represent the ARDOT employees that were killed due to motorists driving carelessly in a work zone. 
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Craighead County employees Go Orange! Special thanks to Judge Marvin Day.

Rex Vines, ARDOT’s new Assistant Chief Engineer of Operations

Work With Us

A fan at the Naturals game.

A desk was placed under the bridge to
symbolize “work here.”
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This year’s Annual Convention took place at Big
Cypress Lodge inside the Bass Pro Pyramid in
Memphis, TN. The change of venue led to

some exciting new activities!
On Wednesday, we heard from ARDOT Director

Scott Bennett and saw a scholarship check presented to
Dr. Kevin Hall with the University of Arkansas. After
the meeting, many headed to TPC Southwind for golf,
and the weather was perfect for it. A smaller group
headed to Graceland, the home of Elvis Presley, and
enjoyed an audio-guided tour of the house and
grounds. That night, the Chairman’s Reception was
held at the Hard Rock Café on Beale Street. There was
live music, good food, and AAPA members were able
to cross into the Memphis Music Hall of Fame to see
the memorabilia and test their musical knowledge.
After the reception, many people spilled out onto
Beale Street to continue the fun.

The Thursday morning meeting saw the presenta-
tion of the Statewide Paving Awards and the induction

of the 2019-2020 AAPA board of directors. Congrats
to all! Then we heard from Rex Vines, the new
ARDOT Assistant Chief Engineer of Operations.
Cindy Williams spoke on safety and introduced the
new AAPA safety award – Bring Them Home S.A.F.E.
– which will be presented for the first time at the next
Convention. Lastly, we learned about personality types
and communication skills from motivational speaker
Alan Bracken.

Some optional activities were offered during the day
– a pistol shoot and bowling. Prizes were awarded to
those who scored highest. The final banquet on
Thursday night was a great event, with the added
bonus of hand-rolled cigars. The live and silent auction
were a huge success, raising a record-breaking $62,000
for the association. Thanks again to Spencer Stillman
for acting as our auctioneer.

Special thanks to our many generous sponsors!
This event would not be possible without you.

2019 AAPA CONVENTION
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The newly-appointed 2019-2020 AAPA Board of Directors.

Both morning meetings saw record attendance.

Rex Vines, new ARDOT Assistant Chief
Engineer of Operations

New AAPA Chairman Murry Cline
 presents a gift to Past Chairman

Steve Thweatt.

Cindy Williams, head of the AAPA
safety committee, gives a presentation

on the importance of safety.

Park Estes and Steve Thweatt present AAPA’s annual
scholarship check to Kevin Hall
of the University of Arkansas.



The spouses of AAPA hit the gun range!

A group of 16 enjoyed the beautiful weather as they toured Graceland,
the home of Elvis. 

Selfies were encouraged on the golf course at TPC Southwind.

All aboard the bus to Hard Rock Café for the Chairman’s Reception

This year’s auction featured cigars,
hand-rolled onsite by Steve Brummett.
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SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

SAFE PLACE TO GROW YOUR DEPOSITS,
&WE HAVE ALL THE BANKING 

SERVICES YOU COULD EVER NEED!

www.firstcommunity.net
888-780-8391

Our Community Bank is a
SAFE PLACE RTO GROW YOUR DEPOSITS,,

NEW MEMBERS

Arkansas Fence
& Guardrail

Blacklidge Emulsions

Tomlinson Asphalt

Interested in becoming an
AAPA member?

Go to www.arasphalt.com
to view our member categories

and fill out an application
or contact the office at
office@arasphalt.com.

2019
CONVENTIONSponsors

Platinum
DKB Contractors
Ergon
Lion Oil Co.

Gold
APAC-Central
Atlas Asphalt
Contractor’s Specialty
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel

Silver
Cranford Construction
Hutchens Construction
Riggs CAT

Bronze
Arkansas Aggregates
Capital Quarries
D.B. Hill, III
DKL Transportation
Heatec
Highway Graphics
Ingevity
Larco

Transportation/Men’s
Shirts 
Lion Oil Co.

Bowling/Ladies’ Shirts
Time Striping, Inc.

Speaker
Cranford Construction
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Asphalt Producers

Heads or Tails
Rogers Group

Pistol Shoot
JMS Transport



Multi-Lane
In this photo: Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil), Rex Vines (ARDOT),
David Bushey (ARDOT), Terry Mullen (APAC-Central), Steven
Sharp (APAC-Central), Park Estes (AAPA)

Pavement Preservation
In this photo: Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil), Rex Vines (ARDOT),
Park Estes (AAPA), Alex Roofe (ARDOT)

State-Aid County
In this photo: Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil), Rex Vines (ARDOT),
David Bushey (ARDOT), Park Estes (AAPA), Ron Reynolds
(Hutchens Construction)

State-Aid City
In this photo: Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil), Rex Vines (ARDOT),
Joshua Walker (ARDOT), Park Estes (AAPA), Steve Cranford
(Cranford Construction)

ADT Less than 2000
In this photo: Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil), Rex Vines (ARDOT),
Daniel Courtney (ARDOT), Park Estes (AAPA), Cameron Cogbill
(PBSGC), John Regenhardt (PBSGC)

ADT Greater than 2000
In this photo: Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil), Josh Hiett (Delta), Rex
Vines (ARDOT), Bob Reddell (ARDOT), John Bennett (Delta),
Park Estes (AAPA), Daryl Masingale (Delta), Brad Marotti
(Delta)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2019-2020
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2019

May 14-15 TCC Fly-In (Washington DC)

May 15 ARDOT Bid Letting

May 24 AAPA Region 1 Paving Awards Luncheon

(Paragould)

May 31 AAPA Region 5 Paving Awards Luncheon

(North Little Rock)

May 31 AQI Meeting (North Little Rock)

June 12 Highway Commission Meeting

June 19 ARDOT Bid Letting

July 21-24 NAPA Midyear Meeting (Asheville, NC)

July 24 Highway Commission Meeting/ARDOT

Bid Letting

September 4 Highway Commission Meeting

September 11 ARDOT Bid Letting

October 23 Highway Commission Meeting

November 6 ARDOT Bid Letting

November 21 AAPA Fall BBQ Cook-off (Location TBD)

December 11 Highway Commission Meeting

2020

January 9-10 AAPA Quality Conference (Little Rock)

AAPA 2020

Quality
Conference

January 9-10 (Thursday & Friday)
Embassy Suites, Little Rock

Save
THE DATE



It’s been 50 years since someone from the
River Valley was named to the Arkansas
Highway Commission and during that time, the
state’s northwest corner was transformed from a
cluster of sleepy towns to a player on the nation-
al – perhaps even the world stage.

Fort Smith is Arkansas’s second most popu-
lous city, even larger than its nearest neighbors,
Fayetteville and Bentonville, and is a major driv-
er of the area’s economic boom.

“I took note of how working together has the
power to change an entire region,” Keith Gibson
said.

So it’s with this first-hand knowledge of the necessary fore-
sight, planning and cooperation it takes to pull off such a
Herculean feat — along with sweat equity — that Gibson of
Fort Smith takes his place on the five-member Arkansas
Highway Commission.

“I was humbled and honored by this appointment,” he said.

Filling a vacant spot
On Jan. 2, Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson named Gibson

to the Arkansas Highway Commission. He replaces
Commissioner Dick Trammel of Rogers.

Gibson is an Arkansas native and President and Chairman
of the Board of Pinnacle Communications and Pinnacle
Telecom.

“We needed to have someone on the highway commission
from this area…It’s very timely for this appointment, and it
provides a very balanced representation for the highway com-
mission,” Gov. Hutchinson said when appointing Gibson.

Park Estes, Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association
Executive Director, was thrilled with Gibson’s appointment.

“I’ve seen Keith’s resume and it’s impressive. He has a strong
work ethic and the intellect to handle the tough challenges the
Arkansas Highway Commission faces as it moves into the next
decade. He was the right person for this appointment,” Estes
said.

As part of their job, the Highway Commissioners oversee
the state’s multi-million dollar annual transportation budget,
which includes money for the state’s roadways, interstates and
bridges.

Although as a new member, Gibson said it’s time for him to
listen and learn. However, he has experience with prudent,
longterm planning and large budgets.

According to its website, Pinnacle Telecom’s state-of-the-art
fiber optic network serves about 5,000 customers in Western
Arkansas and portions of Eastern Oklahoma. In 2017, it
reported revenues of about $4.2 million. 

A good start
With the support of Gov. Hutchinson, the

Arkansas Legislature stepped up in order to meet
about $95 million of the state’s annual trans-
portation financial needs, estimated at about
$300 million. 

The hope is that the remainder will come
with voter approval of continuing the current
1/2-cent sales tax during the November 2020
election. Originally, the tax was slated to sunset
in 10 years. The money would benefit all

Arkansas’s roads. While the lion’s share would go
to state’s roadways, 30 percent would be divided between the
state’s counties and cities.

Gibson said, “I understand the need for stable funding, and
without it, the state can’t adequately plan for its future. I’m
excited about the work of the Governor and the Legislature at
the last session.”

Although it’s only one part of the overall economic picture,
Gibson said, “It’s an important part of the equation. Great
highway and interstate systems are critical to growth.”

Without good, dependable four-lane highways and inter-
states, farmers can’t move their crops to market and commer-
cial enterprises will not consider moving an operation to
Arkansas, he said.

Rural vs. urban
Arkansas is a state where two worlds, one urban and one

rural, collide, and because of Gibson’s mix of small town boy
and big city businessman, he understands the complexities,
concerns and diversity of each.

“It can be a difficult balance to meet each group’s expecta-
tions, but often the needs of rural Arkansas are overlooked. It’s
not always the traffic count that dictates demand but the needs
of the community and how a road will impact the entire
state.”

And like his own business, he said, “Every dollar spent on
the state’s highway system must count, so we must plan wisely
and for the long term.”

This will be a priority for Gibson and no matter where a
person lives or a business is located, good roads are necessary
for the state’s success.

His vision is also includes strengthening the already strong
partnership that exists between ARDOT and the state’s citi-
zens. 

“It will give residents a sense of ownership and a voice in
the department’s future choices and decisions,” he said.

Like the “entire community approach” taken in Northwest
Arkansas, Gibson said, “Planning is the key to the state’s

New Arkansas Highway Commissioner Named  By Deborah Horn

Keith Gibson
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future. If we share a common vision, we can overcome any
roadblocks we encounter.”

With that in mind, Gibson said, “Arkansas is on the verge
of greatness, and people from around the state, both from the
country and city, are willing to invest in their future, in a sen-
sible infrastructure.”

The River Valley
The last Fort Smith area commissioner to serve a full 10-

year appointment to the Highway Commission was Jake
Patterson in 1969. 

Rex Terry, an attorney and partner at Hardin, Jesson &
Terry, Plc. and a Republican Party member who has been
involved in various levels of Arkansas politics for the last 25
years, was thrilled with Gibson’s appointment.

“Keith is a good person with lots of energy. His get-it-done-
right attitude and his dedication have made a real difference in
the Fort Smith area, from cutting edge technology to jobs. I
believe he will bring that same vision, determination and
insight to the Arkansas Highway Commission,” Terry said.

Richard Griffin, a Republican Party member who has served
as Chairman at both the state and county levels, calls Gibson a
friend who is well-known and respected by the community.

“Keith is a straight shooter and is fair, and he’s bright and
recognizes the importance of the state’s roads,” Griffin said.

As well, he said, Keith’s skilled at problem-solving and
strategic planning.

“He brings so much to the table and that’s important at this
time…We’re glad to have someone from south of the moun-
tain on the Highway Commission, especially a guy like Keith,”
Griffin said.

Gov. Hutchinson said about his reason for Gibson’s
appointment, “The River Valley is growing…So Keith’s voice
will be very important…”

Eventually a portion of I-49 will connect Louisiana to
Kansas City and with a leg running through Western Arkansas
from Texarkana to Bella Vista. As the state continues to fund
and complete portions of the interstate, the Governor said
Gibson’s perspective will be vital to the Commission’s discus-
sions and ultimate decisions.

Gibson said, “I-49 is seen as a potential economic driver for
municipalities along its route.”

However, Gibson said his focus extends beyond the River
Valley and Fort Smith area.

“Safe, reliable transportation is vital to the future of the
entire state. All Arkansans deserve a quality highway system,”
he said.

A lifetime of experience
Gibson grew up in the small town of Lavaca, which is locat-

ed about 15 miles east of Fort Smith. Later, he earned three
degrees from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, includ-

ing a degree in Public Administration in 1975, a Masters in
Business Administration in 1977 and a Doctorate in law in
1983.

Although his studies were a priority, Gibson also worked as
a Combination Technician for the Lavaca Telephone
Company, Inc., starting the same year he graduated with his
first degree.     

Then in 1983 after earning his law degree, he went to work
for Strasburger and Price Law Firm in Dallas, Texas, as an
associate attorney. He focused on medical malpractice defense
law.

A short three years later, Gibson was named President and
Chairman of the Board of Pinnacle Communications and
Pinnacle Telecom.

It’s a position he holds to this day.
According to their website, Pinnacle Telecom’s state-of-the-

art fiber optic network serves about 5,000 customers in
Western Arkansas and portions of Eastern Oklahoma.

As well, Gibson found time to tackle a few outside business
projects, including serving as a Benefit Bank of Fort Smith
Organizing Member, Stockholder and Board Member; and
serving as a Board Member of Boomerang Holding LLC. in
Little Rock. 

After decades of hard work and service, Gibson earned a
reputation as a reliable, smart businessman and political
activist in the Fort Smith area.

In his spare time 
The Highway Commission isn’t Gibson’s first appointment

by an Arkansas Governor. In 2006, he was appointed by Gov.
Mike Huckebee to a two-year term on the Criminal Detention
Review Committee, Arkansas District 12.

He has served as a Chairman and a past President of the
Arkansas Telephone Association; as a Past President of Lavaca
Industrial Development Corporation; as a Member of the Fort
Smith Regional Council; and as a Trustee for the National
Telecommunications Cooperative Association.

But his experience isn’t limited to business and in the past,
he served as a Sebastian County Justice of the Peace; as a Vice
Chairman and Chairman for the Sebastian County Republican
Committee; as a 3rd Congressional District Committee
Chairman of the Republican Party of Arkansas; and as a
Republican Party of Arkansas Executive Committee Member
and as a Rules Committee Member.

Gibson was married to the late Susan Gibson for 33 years,
and  together, they had three children and three grandchildren.
He is currently married to Jill Elaine Gibson, and together
they have six children and four grandchildren.
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• APAC-Central, Inc.
• APAC-Tennessee, Inc.
• Asphalt Producers, LLC
• Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
• The Cashion Company, Inc.
• Cranford Construction Co.
• Delta Asphalt of Arkansas
• Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions, Inc.
• Forsgren, Inc.
• Highway Graphics, LLC
• Hutchens Construction Company
• Kiewit Infrastructure South Co.
• Koss Construction
• Lion Oil Co.
• Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.
• Redstone Construction
• Riggs CAT
• Rogers Group
• Smackover Paving
• Time Striping, Inc.

ARKANSAS ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION

We Salute the 2019 Hot Mixers Club
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Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 

Arkansas Asphalt News

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

and other industry allies.

Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  
Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

Schedule of Classes 2019
Check your expiration dates now and register

online at www.cttp.org

May 21-23: CONCRETE STRENGTH IN LR

May 29-31: SOILS

JUNE 3-5: HOT MIX ASPHALT

JUNE 10-12: BASIC AGGREGATES

JUNE 26-28: SOILS

JULY 15-17: CONCRETE STRENGTH

Save
the

Date
Thursday,
November 21,
2019

AAPA Young Leaders

Fall
BBQ Cook-Off

Location TBD

More details soon!
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