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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
As we embark on a new decade and a new year, first
let me say Happy New Year to everyone. I have enjoyed
this past year serving as AAPA Chairman. However, we
have a lot of work to be done in the next 6-8 months. I
feel that our industry and association have never been at
a more important time as we are now in 2020.
As you know, the general election in November has
Issue 1, which will provide long term and long overdue
funding for our state highway system. We have done
a great job getting to this point, BUT we have more work to do. I strongly
encourage all of our members to contribute financially and stay involved
with our message. We have a story to tell, and that story is going to cost
money. I have challenged the association to step up and raise $500k. It seems
like every year in the past we have always asked for a highway bill, but it was
never heard. This past year, the governor and state leaders finally listened to
us. Now it’s up to us to help
raise money and educate
Remember, this is the 4th
the public on our message.
So far, the association
quarter or last inning, and
has raised roughly
we have an opportunity
$161,600. Let’s dig deep
into our pockets and put
for a game-winning
our money where our
touchdown, grand slam,
mouth is. Please send
checks to the AAPA office
or a slam dunk.
so that Park and I can hand
deliver at our monthly
meetings. Make sure checks are made out to Vote for Roads Vote for Issue 1.
Remember, this is the 4th quarter or last inning, and we have an opportunity
for a game-winning touchdown, grand slam, or a slam dunk.
The AAPA 2020 Quality Conference took place in early January and had
a record number of attendees. Thanks to our speakers and everyone who
helped make this a success. Now spring is right around the corner, and so is
the Annual Convention! It will take place on April 7-9 at the new DoubleTree
in Hot Springs. I hope you will make plans to attend. The committee has
worked hard to make 2020 a huge success. Hopefully, we will be able to
announce our first ever safety award winner. Thanks to the committee who
got this award started and created all the application materials. It’s long
overdue. Safety should continue to be our No. 1 priority.
Again, thank you for allowing me to serve as chairman. I look forward to
2020 and beyond as we work to make the asphalt industry the pavement of
choice.
Remember, dig deep and send your contributions now.
May God bless you, your companies, and our association and keep
everyone safe.
						Thank you,
						Murry Cline, AAPA Chairman
Cover Photo: I-630 widening project looking toward downtown Little Rock at University
Ave. Courtesy of ARDOT.
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YOUR ROADWAY RESOURCE.
Ergon is proud to be the go-to roadway resource for Arkansas, meeting
needs and exceeding expectations through quality products, innovative
solutions, training and on-site support services. Visit ergonasphalt.com to
learn how we can put our resources to work for you.

ergonasphalt.com
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

Amy Miller, National Director of the Asphalt Pavement Alliance (right) presents ARDOT’s 10th Perpetual Pavement Award to director Scott
Bennett (center), accompanied by Lance Lamberth, AAPA Vice-Chairman (left). (Photo by Rusty Hubbard with ARDOT.)

AAPA Quality Conference
Kicks Off New Year
By Deborah Horn

More than 350 attendees filled West Little Rock’s Embassy
Suites on Thursday and Friday, January 9 and 10, for the
Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association’s two-day 2020 Quality
Asphalt Paving Conference.
Lance Lamberth, AAPA Vice-Chairman, welcomed members
to the annual event, now in its 17th year.
“It’s great to welcome everyone,” Lamberth said to an
audience filled with people from diverse areas of the industry
— from legislators, industry leaders, ARDOT personnel and
academia to large and small company owners, road crew
supervisors and heavy-equipment operators.
This year’s conference included a Quality Asphalt Paving
Track section for industry degreed professionals and company
owners, as well as two Paving Ops Tracks sections for nondegreed supervisors and field operators.
Like other speakers that would follow Lamberth over the
next two days, he stressed the importance of the passage of Issue
1 on November’s ballot. It’s a continuation of the half-cent fuel
sales tax that was passed by voters almost eight years ago, he
said. The tax is due to sunset in 2023.
6 | AAPA 1st Quarter 2020

Lamberth said, “This funding stream matters to our state.
It allows us to continue improving our interstate and highway
systems through the Connecting Arkansas Program (CAP).
That means safer roads designed to spur economic growth
around the state, and that’s important to us and to Arkansas’s
future generations.”
Dr. Kevin Hall, the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville’s
Civil Engineering Department Professor of Infrastructure
Engineering, was the conference’s moderator.
ARDOT director calls on industry support for Issue 1
With little long-term financial solutions coming out of
Washington, once again Arkansas must procure much of
its own highway funding. In the past few years, Gov. Asa
Hutchinson, lawmakers from both sides of the aisle and the
Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) have fought
for legislation and ballot initiatives in order to adequately meet
Arkansas’s highway construction and preservation costs.
And now, in almost every region of the state there are
orange cones signaling road improvements are underway. This
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work, whether a result of CAP, IRP or other highway funding,
is geared to building better, safer roads as well as moving
Arkansas toward a brighter future.
But that could all be in jeopardy, said Scott Bennett, ARDOT
Director, during his remarks as the Quality Conference’s first
speaker.
Support of Issue 1 on November’s ballot is critical, Bennett
said. “It’s not a new tax but a continuation of the statewide
half-cent sales tax that was passed in 2013 and is set to expire in
2023. Issue 1 simply leaves the sales tax in place,” he explained.
At the time it was approved, the fuel sales tax went from 6 to 6.5
cents.
If it fails, that means a reduction in funding, he said.
But if it passes, he said, the tax becomes permanent and is
expected to provide about an additional $205 million annually
to ARDOT, with the state’s cities and counties receiving about
$43 million each.
A big CAP success
Bennett said in a recent press release, “The people of
Arkansas voted for a half-cent sales tax to pay for capacity
and safety improvements on our state’s highway and interstate
system.”
Known as CAP, short for the Connecting Arkansas Program,
which resulted from a half-cent sales tax funding stream has
provided a way to accelerate many of ARDOT’s construction
projects. Since implemented, ARDOT has spent $533 million
on completed projects, has another $175 million scheduled for
2019 projects, and $1.26 billion in projects under construction,
Bennett said.
In all, there are more than 36 CAP projects underway around
the state, among these include the widening of the Arkansas
River Bridge on I-30 I-630, sections of I-30 and I-40, and I-530
in Central Arkansas, the widening of I-49 to six lanes between
Fayetteville and Bentonville and more. It is one of the largest
highway construction programs ever undertaken by ARDOT.
Bennett also updated the audience with the latest
information on the department’s IRP, or Interstate
Rehabilitation Program. There have been 47 IRP projects
completed, resulting in about 291 rehabbed miles in Arkansas
at a cost of about $1,027 million. Also, there are five projects
under construction, about 53 miles at a cost of about $287
million. Another 160 miles, or 27 projects at a cost of about
$219 million, is scheduled.
In all, there are 79 IRP projects that will result in about 504
rehabbed miles at a cost of about $1,522 million.
Bennett said their Pavement Preservation Program continues
to grow, from $200 million scheduled in 2021 to about $290
million in 2023.
ARDOT now receives about $2 million from electric and
hybrid vehicle registration fees and $35 million from casino
revenues, he said.
Arkansas has the 12th largest highway system in the country
but falls 44th in federal revenue shares.

Reaching out to voters
In order to rally support for Issue 1, ARDOT will host a
series of Regional Meetings around the state starting Jan. 21
in Monticello; followed a Jan. 23 meeting in West Memphis; a
Jan. 28 meeting in Harrison; a Jan. 30 meeting in Texarkana; a
Feb. 11 meeting in Mena; a Feb. 13 meeting in Ft. Smith; a Feb.
20 meeting in Hot Springs; a March 9 meeting in Maumelle;
a March 10 meeting at Springdale; a March 12 meeting at
Batesville; a March 31 meeting at Jonesboro; and an April 2
meeting at El Dorado.
ARDOT earns 10th Perpetual Pavement Award
Before the AAPA Quality Conference workshops began
in earnest Friday afternoon, the Paving Ops Track started on
a high note with the announcement
that ARDOT had won a 2020 Perpetual
Pavement Award from the Asphalt
Pavement Alliance.
It was for work done on Arkansas
Highway 79 near Altheimer in Southeast
Arkansas.
The award was presented by Amy
Miller, APA’s National Director. Miller,
Amy Miller
a licensed engineer in Florida, has an
Environmental Engineering degree and a Master’s Degree in
Business Administration. Miller said, “That brings ARDOT’s
total Perpetual Pavement Awards up to 10.”
The APA’s program honors roads that are at least 35 years old
and have never experienced a structural failure, Miller said.
To qualify, a road can’t have had more than four inches of
new material added over the previous 35 years or have been
resurfaced more frequently than once every 13 years. The
winning pavements range in age from 35 to 99 years, with an
average age of about 45 years.
To see a list of past APA Perpetual Pavement Award winners,
go to: www.asphaltroads.org.
New AAPA Safety Award Program announced
For the first time, AAPA will
recognize the safest in Arkansas’s
asphalt pavement industry through its
Safety Award for Excellence Program,
said Cindy Williams, AAPA Safety
Committee Chair.
Two awards — Work Zone Safety
and the Producer’s Award — will be
presented each year, with the first
Cindy Williams
handed out at the upcoming 2020 Annual
Convention that will be held April 7
through April 9 at the DoubleTree in Hot
Springs.
“These are not participation awards
but must be earned,” said Brad Fryar, an
AAPA Safety Committee member.
Estes said, “We want to honor those in
Brad Fryar

AAPA 1st Quarter 2020 | 7

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
the industry who are determined to incorporate safety into the
workplace and dedicated to bringing everyone home safely at
the end of the day.”
The closing date for applications for the upcoming 2020
Safety Award recipients was Jan. 25, Fryar said.
In addition to their service to AAPA, Williams is President of
Time Striping, Inc. and Fryar is Vice President of Operations for
Contractor’s Speciality Service Co.
For more information about the Safety Award for Excellence
Program or to be considered for a 2021 award, go to: www.
arasphalt.com/safety-award-for-excellence/.
Talking Longitudinal Joints
Most of Thursday afternoon was devoted to the latest
testing and information on longitudinal joints. During the first
workshop presented by David Henning,
ARDOT State Construction Engineer,
he talked about core density sample
placement.
“It was important that we established
what we wanted,” Henning said about a
28-job Longitudinal Joint Density trial
that was conducted in different districts
around the state. Only 19 jobs have submitted data so far, he
said. Also, he said, AASHTO data about core sample placement,
“supports what we have.”
Of the AASHTO information collected, 15 states require core
testing for density be centered over the visible joint for vertical
joints and centered on the taper on a wedge joint. Six states
allow the edge core to be taken within four-to-six inches of the
visible joint or the edge of the mat.
“We owe it to the industry to achieve the best results
possible,” Henning said.
On two-inch overlays, ARDOT determined it will allow
contractors a 90-day flexible start date, between April and
October.
On 2020 IRP work, includes a “Longitudinal Joint Density SP
for ACHM Surface Course to be included on two-inch mill and
inlay projects,” Henning said.
He also said under discussion at ARDOT, “is whether joint
densities should be required on both centerline joints and joints
located between the shoulder and the main lane?”
Does density matter?
Danny Gierhart, Asphalt Institute’s Southeastern Regional
Engineer, followed Henning with a workshop called “Joint
Construction Best Practices.” The Paving
Ops groups joined the Quality Track
group for Gierhart’s discussion. “Some
things are a big deal and some not so
much,” he said, “But when it comes to
joint construction, it’s an essential part of
building a quality road.”
During his presentation, Gierhart
8 | AAPA 1st Quarter 2020

talked about problems, specifications, design, placement and
compaction, and different joint construction methods, such as
butt, milled or cutback and notched-wedge. Longitudinal joints
are an industry and agency concern because of costs, safety and
more, he said.
The correct density, the percent of relative compaction,
is critical to producing a good, long-lasting joint, he said.
There are areas that impact density, including the way
the specifications are written; the asphalt placement and
compaction.
Gierhart also talked about longterm but key steps to
implementing new joint specifications. This might include
developing a multi-year evaluation plan with the agency and
industry working together. As well, establishing a baseline of
existing joint densities and providing industry training.
Changes will be made slowly, but, he added, “The goal is to
still have a good joint after 14 years. It can be achieved.”
IFIT verus IDEAL
Dr. Kevin Hall opened the conference Friday morning with a
discussion during his workshop titled “Balanced Mix Design.”
He talked about TRC1802:
Performance-Based Mixture Design
(PDB) for Arkansas. It’s intended to
prevent asphalt pavement from cracking,
rutting — the two main causes of
structure failure — as well as the possible
implementation paths for it through three
different volumetric design/performance
verification methods. It measures the lower and upper levels
of binder needed to produce a rut and crack resistant asphalt
pavement.
“We need to find the optimal balance between rutting and
cracking,” he said.
Also, he added, the studies are factoring in a road’s structure,
traffic flow, the original mix design, whenever possible to
determine, and stress, and Hall talked about aging studies
including short-term and long-term protocols. “Everyone has a
favorite aging protocol, but whatever we recommend has to be
practical,” he said.
Hall compared the study results of IFIT with IDEAL-CT,
both crack tests. When considering one, he said, he looks for
effectiveness, simplicity, repeatability, reproducibility and cost.
“IDEAL can be simpler,” and requires no cutting in the
testing process, but IFIT requires “lots of cutting,” so Hall
recommended, “Go with IDEAL, the simpler test. It’s pretty
effective and very repeatable.”
The next generation is a thinlay
When introducing the next speaker, Dr. Hall said, “When
Larry Patrick talks, I listen.” Patrick, Oklahoma Asphalt
Pavement Association Executive Director, led a workshop called
“Asphalt Thinlays.”
“Thinlays are not new. The paving technique started in the
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East about 10 years ago and is moving
West,” Patrick said. It’s a new generation
of thin-lift asphalt overlays and is a
popular approach to achieving perpetual
pavement.
The method relies on about a one-inch
asphalt overlay.
“It’s a great tool and has structural
benefits, and a good candidate for topdown cracking, rutting or raveling,” he said.
For example, a perpetual one-inch thinlay can achieve a
thickness that will confine future distresses to the surface;
possibly preventing a full depth failure; and the pavement can
be managed at the surface indefinitely, Patrick said.
While it can correct several problems, it’s not a solution when
dealing with alligator cracking. Also, he added, a one-inch
overlay of an existing four-inch pavement will double its fatigue
life; a second one-inch overlay can extend its structural life
beyond 50 years.
“Once you achieve a perpetual thickness, you can focus
on managing at the surface for functional attributes as your
structural worries are over…A timely thinlay treatment can save
your structure,” Patrick said.
NCAT’s pavement preservation findings
Buzz Powell, NCAT Assistant Director and Senior Research
Engineer, discussed some of NCAT’s research findings in
a workshop titled, “NCAT Pavement
Preservation Research.”
His workshop built on the previous
day’s and the morning’s discussions that
focused on extending the life of asphalt
pavement. NCAT has tapped into the
work and research of other organizations,
including those of a number of Southern
and Northern states.
When pavement preservation is done, it’s an important
key to success, he said. For instance, it’s best done when an
asphalt pavement is still in good or satisfactory condition
but it’s less likely to be successful when tackling a pavement
in fair condition. If a pavement is in poor condition, it’s time
for a rehabilitation like a thick overlay or a mill and inlay
over an overlay, and one in failure, might need a complete
reconstruction.
Like Dr. Hall and when considering test ability, Powell said,
“I’m an advocate of IDEAL-CT testing. It can be done quickly.”
How to decide on the best treatment at the lowest cost is one
of the challenges facing many DOTs around the country, Powell
said. For more information, he recommended going to the
SHRP2-R26 report online: eng.auburn.edu/research/centers/
ncat/.

Who decides what roads to pave?
During her workshop, “ARDOT Treatment Selection
Process,” Sarah Tamayo garnered a laugh with her answer to
an audience member’s question about who determines which
roads are repaired. “I’m paid to make
recommendations, not decisions,” she said
playfully.
During her session, Tamayo, an ARDOT
Asset Management Engineer, discussed
how the department approaches asphalt
pavement repair decisions and on which
roads.
It involves input from the community,
districts, various ARDOT departments and more, she said.
From there, a suggestion is sent to Program Management, after
which it’s sent to Upper Management.
She asked, “How do we recommend a treatment?”
A road’s overall condition and its problems, such as rutting
and cracking, will determine its treatment or repairs, and,
she said, unlike roads that would benefit from Pavement
Preservation treatment, these are ones that are falling apart or
asphalt pavement that needs rehabilitation or reconstruction.
Tamayo added, “Fixing a road’s problem is not the same as
pavement preservation, which is about keeping good roads in
good condition.”
In closing
Rex Vines, ARDOT Assistant Chief
Engineer for Operations, closed out the
Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association’s
2020 Quality Asphalt Paving Conference
with a few words recapping the two-day
event and a reminder to vote in favor of
Issue 1.

Register Now for the
2020 AAPA Annual Convention
in Hot Springs
See registration form on page 18
or register online at
www.arasphalt.com/annual-convention

Visit the website for more information!
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Attorney General Talks Babies, Taxes
at Quality Conference
By Deborah Horn
Following a few mom
hold that office. She was reelected
observations and some jobthree years later.
related humor, Arkansas Attorney
She grew up on a cattle farm
General Leslie Carol Rutledge
and attended school at the
grew serious as she said, “Today,
Southside School District in
I’m announcing my support for
Independence County, and later,
Issue 1.”
graduated from UA-Fayetteville
She was the guest speaker at the
and from the University of
2020 Arkansas Asphalt Pavement
Arkansas at Little Rock William
Association’s 2020 Quality Asphalt
H. Bowen School of Law.
Paving Conference luncheon held
Early in her career, she served
at West Little Rock’s Embassy
as a clerk for Arkansas Court of
Suites on Thursday, Jan. 9.
Appeals Judge Josephine Hart,
Rutledge was referring to
who is now Associate Justice on
the initiative that will be on
the Arkansas Supreme Court.
November’s ballot.
Rutledge’s own law practice
It will not increase the sales tax
focused on administrative and
Arkansans pay at the pump but is a continuation of the half-cent election law, as well as state and local government law. As well,
sales tax passed by voters in 2012. Originally, it was designed to
Rutledge served as Lonoke County deputy prosecuting attorney
sunset in 2023.
and as Arkansas’s Division of Children and Family Services
She said she understood the importance of maintaining and
attorney.
even improving Arkansas roads. A lesson she learned while
Eventually, she served as Deputy Counsel in the Office of
doing a stint at the Arkansas Department of Transportation
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee.
one summer while attending the University of Arkansas at
A few years later, Rutledge served as Huckabee’s Presidential
Fayetteville (UA-Fayetteville).
Campaign Deputy Counsel in Washington D.C.; served as
And a few years later, the need for good roads was reinforced
the National Republican Congressional Committee Deputy
as an Arkansas politician who has traveled most — if not all —
Counsel; and served as the Republican National Committee
of the state’s roads, highways and interstates. In fact, folks who
Counsel.
have worked for her, call her the Queen of the Road, she said.
Currently, Rutledge serves on the Republican Attorneys
“I can’t stand idly by and do nothing while our state struggles,”
General Association Executive Committee; as the National
she said about her decision. She said Issue 1 doesn’t simply
Association of Attorneys General Southern Region Chair, and
impact the transportation industry but is critical to the state’s
as the National Association of Attorneys General Committee on
rural and urban residents as well as future generations.
Agriculture Co-Chair.
It’s worth about $8.2 billion to the state over the next decade
Rutledge and her husband, Boyce, have a daughter. They have
and will support more than 3,600 Arkansas jobs. Additionally,
a home in Pulaski County and a farm in Crittenden County.
it will result in about $290 million going to the
Arkansas’s roadway system each year. About
$86 million of that total will be split between
THE
FOR
the state’s 75 counties and its cities.
Rutledge added that voters need to be aware
of the “misinformation” that’s being spread
about Issue 1. She finished with, “Let’s get
this funded,” and after her speech, Rutledge
Cranford Construction Company is
received a standing ovation.
Central Arkansas’ leading producer of

PAVING
WAY
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.

Her record
Rutledge took office as Arkansas Attorney
General in 2015, and is the first woman and
the first Republican in Arkansas history to
10 | AAPA 1st Quarter 2020

quality asphalt. Call today and put
our team to work for you.
Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com
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AAPA Paving Ops Section
Offers Two Workshops
By Deborah Horn
For the first time, the AAPA Quality Conference offered
two Paving Operation Track options, including Laydown Ops
and Plant Ops.
Guy Washburn, who first introduced the Paving Ops
section five years ago and continues to help organize it, said,
“This portion of the Quality Asphalt Paving Conference
remains popular and is geared toward the non-engineer, such
as crew supervisors, foremen and key equipment operators.
It’s been so well received that we added a second workshop this year.”
More than 100 signed up for the two-day Paving Ops section, with about 64
attending the Laydown Ops workshop and about 40 attending the Plant Ops
workshop.
“It’s the second year we offered a plant operation component but the first year
we offered paving and milling,” Washburn said.
“Our feedback indicates Paving Ops is a valuable training tool for operators
working in the field. There is no other program offering this type of training in
Arkansas and was modeled after successful programs in other states,” Washburn
said.
The workshops are intense and the instructors, with real-world experience,
focus on the industry’s latest and best practices, Washburn said. Also, industry
equipment leaders like Riggs CAT and Astec Industries, Inc. bring an added level
of expertise to the sessions, Washburn said.
Park Estes, conference organizer and AAPA Executive Director, said, “As with
the Quality Conference’s larger goal, we strive to help our members produce
quality Arkansas roads. We feel that Paving Ops is the perfect setting for this type
of workshop.”

Todd Mansell,
Caterpillar

Tim Kowalski,
Wirtgen America Inc.

Richard Draheim,
Astec

OPEN YOUR

ACCOUNT

ONLINE!
SIMPLE • CONVENIENT • SECURE

www.firstcommunity.net

APAC-Central, Inc.

Producers of Quality
Materials and Construction

• Aggregates
• Asphalt
• Ready Mix
• Construction

• Portable Crushing
• Heavy Highway
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential
Proudly serving
Oklahoma,
Western Arkansas and
Southwest Missouri
Sales:
AR, MO - 479.788.6342
OK - 918.438.2020
Construction:
AR - 479.587.3300
OK - 918.438.2020
Main Office
479.587.3300
Toll Free: 877.920.2722
www.apaccentralinc.com

Safety First Always
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Conference Sponsors
Thank you to our 2020
Conference
Sponsors and Vendors
Gold
Sponsors
SPONSORS/VENDORS 2020 CONFERENCE

Gold Sponsors
Silver Sponsors

Asphalt Producers, LLC
H&E Equipment Services
Ingevity
Bronze Sponsors

Blacklidge Emulsions
Capital Quarries
DKB Contractors
DKL Transportation

Heatec, Inc.
Redstone Construction
Roadtec
Van Keppel

Friends

First Community Bank
Level Best

ARDOT
AR Fence & Guardrail
Astec Inc.
Ergon
H&E Equipment
www.arasphalt.com
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Vendors

Ingevity
Meyer Lab
Purple Wave Auction
Riggs CAT
Road Builders Supply
AAPA_AR

Roadtec
Stribling Equipment
Tri-State Sand
Troxler Electronic Labs
Van Keppel
office@arasphalt.com
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ARKANSAS STATE POLICE TRAINING TRACK

The National Guard’s drone provides a bird’s eye view of the finished Arkansas State Police Driver Training Track, located inside Camp Robinson.

Driver track will save lives
AAPA members play key role in its construction
By Deborah Horn
Nationwide last year, about 134 law enforcement
officers were killed in the line of duty, with a large
percentage of the total deaths caused by highway vehicle
accidents.
“Officers spend much of their time in their vehicles
when on-duty and as a result, almost as many officers are
killed in accidents as from gunshots,” says Frank Guinn
of Paragould, Arkansas State Police Foundation (ASPF)
Chairman.
According to the Officer Down Memorial Page’s
website, about 46 deaths occurred in a vehicle related
incident such as a collision, an officer struck by a vehicle or
during a pursuit in 2019. About 47 were killed by gunfire.
Guinn says the ASPF, a nonprofit, finds those numbers
unacceptable, and also untenable, Arkansas was only one
16 | AAPA 1st Quarter 2020

of three states without a first-responder driving track.
“We realized we needed one,” Guinn says. And now,
with the recent completion of the Arkansas State Police
Driver Training Track, their dream is reality.
The driving track sits on approximately 268 acres on the
Northeast corner of Camp Robinson in North Little Rock.
The National Guard post retains ownership but the ASPF
was granted a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).
Benson Cashion, with the Cashion Co., who shared
Guinn’s vision from the get-go, says, “The goal of the track
is to prevent deaths of law enforcement officers and all first
responders.”
Cashion is also a member of the ASPF, as well as the
Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association (AAPA).
Col. Bill Bryant, Arkansas State Police Director, says,

ARKANSAS STATE POLICE TRAINING TRACK

“The driving track will not only benefit the Arkansas State
Police but all Arkansas law enforcement officers, including
city and county personnel. It provides the officers with
additional and on-going training. There’s no doubt this
track will save lives.”
Too often, officers and first responders don’t have
real-world driving experience under varied situations and
conditions, such as road slopes, surfaces, curves and more.
“The track will be open to all first responders and law
enforcement officers. It will provide them with a chance
to perfect their road skills under expert supervision, and,
Cashion adds, “It’s a game-changer. The driving track’s
impact will be huge.”
Guinn says the track, worth about $10 million but cost
less than that amount, wouldn’t have happened without
the support of Gov. Asa Hutchinson, organizations like
AAPA and people like Cashion, Joe Thielke with TIK, Inc.,
and others who made generous in-kind donations as well
as anonymous donations.
They’re not done yet
Both Guinn and Cashion are happy with the results
and already officers are taking advantage of the hands-on
experience provided there.
“We have a state-of-the-art facility. It’s one of the top
five, maybe top two, driving tracks in the country,” Quinn
says.
Cashion says, “We’re very proud of the driving track.”
But they’ve only completed the first phase and Guinn says
they’re not done dreaming yet. They continue to welcome
donations for the track’s upkeep, and as well, he says, “We
want to add a control tower, maintenance facility, barracks
and training areas in the future.”
Not the typical road job
Greg Day, Cranford Construction Co. Estimating and
Project Manager, says, “We were thrilled to be part of the
project. It’s only three or four times during your career,
that you get to work on a project like this.”
Plus, he says he and the crew realized the importance of
the project.
“We paid great attention to details because its purpose
impacted the design,” Day says. For example the bank of
the track’s slope would change directions quickly and this
also slowed the construction process.
The track was built in two phases, with the first starting
last spring and the second starting in October and
wrapping up in mid-December.

Phase 1, which is the High-Speed Freeway Section,
is approximately 2,400 feet long and 80 feet wide, while
Phase 2, which is the remainder of the test track, is
approximately 13,000 feet long and 40 feet wide, Day says.
In total, it would take about 200,000 tons of asphalt—
that’s about 1,000 13-mile trips between Cranford’s North
Little Rock location just off I-440 to Camp Robinson.
Cranford used the same ARDOT approved design mix
that officers would encounter on Arkansas’s roadways.
Day says, “We took our time. The crew did a good job
and it shows in the finished project.”
The ASPF wanted to offer a special thanks to Lion Oil
Company that helped on the asphalt oil and to Shawn
Long and Thomas Dickinson with McGeorge Contracting
Co., who helped tremendously during the site work
construction.
As well as a special thanks to Granite Mountain
Quarries for helping with the rock.
Another special thanks to John Easley and Mike
Cameron with Associate Engineering, LLC of Jonesboro
for helping with the driving track design.

Phone: 501.376.0716
Fax: 501.376.2118
Toll Free: 800.523.2147
321 Scott St.
Little Rock, AR 72201
www.cashionco.com
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2020 ANNUAL CONVENTION

Registration Form
APRIL 7-9, 2020

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON - HOT SPRINGS, AR
Register Online - www.arasphalt.com
Company: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Main Contact Email: _________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________
Address: _______________________________________ City: _______________ State/Zip: __________________

Attendee Details

Register by March 6th for the BEST rate!

List all attendees below
Name
(ONE PERSON PER LINE, EVEN SPOUSES)

$25 late fee after March 6
Registration
Spouse
Fee
Registration

Golf*

Garvan
Gardens

(includes mulligans)

Oaklawn

Shirt
Size**

Amt.
Owed

$265

$150

$150

$100

$60

$55

$

$265

$150

$150

$100

$60

$55

$

$265

$150

$150

$100

$60

$55

$

$265

$150

$150

$100

$60

$55

$

$265

$150

$150

$100

$60

$55

$

*Do you want all the golfers on this form to be on the same team? □ Yes □ No
**Shirt sizes (for both men and women) must be given to the AAPA office by 3/6,
or you will not receive your shirt at the event.

Auction/Golf Donations

□ Yes! I will donate an item to be auctioned off on Thursday
evening (list item below or email office@arasphalt.com)

Item(s): _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________

□ I will provide items for the golf outing
□ Grab bag items □ Towels
□ Hats
□ Box of balls
□ Other golf items (_______________)

Casino Night

Chairman’s Reception

(indicate items below)

Sponsor Details

General Sponsors will have their name appear on the agenda and
on signage made for the event; they will also be recognized during
the event. Hole Sponsors and Beverage Sponsors will have their
company name displayed at the Convention.
General sponsorships:
Golf sponsorships:
Special sponsorships:

For more details, see the Event Information page!

Total Registration: $

□ PLATINUM $1,500
□ GOLD $1,000
□ SILVER $750
□ BRONZE $500
□ Hole Sponsor $100
□ Beverage Sponsor (limit of 2) $350
□ Breakfast Sponsor (APAC-Central)
□ Casino Sponsor (Lion Oil)

Total Sponsorship: $

Payment Details
Mail Registration with Payment to:
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, AR 72221
Fax: 501-224-0988
CANCELLATIONS/REFUNDS Must be
requested in writing by March 17. Refunds
will be subject to an administrative fee of
$25.

For more information:
501-219-1100 or office@arasphalt.com

Bill Me: □
Total Amount Owed: $
Check #:______________
MasterCard or Visa* # _________-__________-__________-_________
Exp Date: ______ /______ CVV (3 #s on back of card): ______
Name on Card: _____________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________
Signature recognizes that you understand all attendee policies and requirements.

* A $15 convenience fee per attendee will be applied to credit card transactions.

Event Location
The DoubleTree is located at 4813 Central Ave. in Hot Springs. Make reservations by calling 501-525-1391. Be sure to
mention you’re with AAPA to receive the special group rate of $149! Group rate offered until 3/18; after that date, rate &
hotel availability can’t be guaranteed.
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What can you expect at the 2020 AAPA
Annual Convention on April 7-9?
Visit www.hotsprings.org for a list of offsite activities/events.

On Tuesday, check into the new
DoubleTree (4813 Central Ave.) and
join us for hors d’oeuvres and drinks
in the Trifecta Room at 5:00 pm!

Join us for Casino Night (Chairman’s Reception)
on Wednesday evening and show us your skills!

Thursday will begin with
a presentation on Asphalt
Marketing by Dan Staebell,
followed by the installation of
the 2020-2021 AAPA Board
and the presentation of the
Statewide Paving Awards
and new AAPA Safety Award.
We will close the day with
a grand reception, live and
silent auction, and the always
popular heads-or-tails game.

Wednesday morning presentations will be given
by Scott Bennett and Robert Moery, followed by
activity options that include golf at the Hot Springs
Country Club or a guided tour of Garvan Gardens.

Don’t forget to bring
your auction items!

Enjoy an afternoon at the
Oaklawn races on Thursday
or explore Hot Springs
on your own!
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Will you donate to the AAPA PAC?
Company Name: ____________________________________ Contact Name:_________________________
Address: _______________________________________ City/ST: ______________________ Zip: _______
Contact Phone: ______________________ Contact Email: _______________________________________
Yes, I would like to donate to the AAPA PAC in the amount of:
$5,000
$2,000
$1,500
$1,000
Other: $__________
I have included a check for the above amount (make checks payable to AAPA PAC)
Please invoice me for the above amount
Arkansans voted in 2014 to no longer allow corporations/business entities to make direct contributions to candidates. However, PACs
can accept up to $5,000 per calendar year from corporations, businesses, individuals, etc. Donations of any amount are important, and
should be viewed as an investment, not an expense.

Clip and return to:
AAPA Office, PO Box 24304, Little Rock, AR 72221 or
office@arasphalt.com

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas
State Highway & Transportation Officials, County Judges, City Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers
and other industry allies.

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.
Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.
Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue
Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue
Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue
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Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to:
office@arasphalt.com
If you do not have a completed ad, we will set your ad
for you for $25. Please submit your ad copy in one of the
following formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with any
photos/logos to be included in the ad. You will receive an
emailed ad proof to approve.
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221
(501) 219-1100 • FAX: (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com
office@arasphalt.com

CTTP Center for Training
Calendar 2020

New Members!
Paramount Testing Corporation
Scott Equipment
Interested in becoming an
AAPA member?
Go to www.arasphalt.com to view our
member categories and fill out an
application or contact the office at
office@arasphalt.com.

February 19-21: SOILS
February 24-26: BASIC AGGREGATES
February 26-28: CONCRETE FIELD
March 10-11: NPDES
March 11-13: HOT MIX ASPHALT
March 18-20: SOILS
April 1-3: HOT MIX ASPHALT
April 13-15: BASIC AGGREGATES
April 15-17: SOILS
April 20-22: CONCRETE STRENGTH
April 28-29: NPDES
April 29-May 1: CONCRETE FIELD
May 13-15: HOT MIX ASPHALT
May 27-29: SOILS

Hot Mixers Club 2020
APAC-Central, Inc.
Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
The Cashion Company, Inc.
Cranford Construction Co.
Forsgren, Inc.
Koss Construction
Lion Oil Co.
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.
Redstone Construction
Riggs CAT
Rogers Group
Time Striping, Inc.
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Member Spotlight – Moore Contracting

The Moore Contracting Crew (from left to right): Mark Mills, Terry Williams, Terence McKenzie, Cotton Powell, Terryl Harrison, Mike Moore,
Thomas Mason.

Moore Contracting Company
was incorporated in 1995 and
is still owned by its founder,
Mike Moore. Getting started in
the paving business wasn’t as
glamorous as one would think.
When Mike was starting out, he
had very well-used equipment
and too few employees. The focus of Moore Contracting
Company has always stayed narrow (base and asphalt)
since the beginning. The biggest difference is that now they
have very nice equipment and plenty of skilled, long-term
employees.
Currently, Moore Contracting employs 15 people, 40%
of whom have been with the company for over 15 years.
Almost half of their employees have been there for more
than 10 years. The company has a reputation for quality
work, and their employees take pride in that. Additionally,
they offer paid vacation, sick time, holidays, insurance, and
a 401k with a company match.
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Moore’s crew of 13 has over
200 years’ experience between
them, 127 of that with Moore
Contracting. 30% of them have
over 30 years of paving expertise
and another 25% have over 10
years in the trade. That level of
professionalism and practical
knowledge directly translates to a superior end-product
for their clients.
Moore Contracting provides base, asphalt paving, and
chip & seal services mainly for the Fort Smith/River Valley
area. They are proud of all their projects. In particular,
they have done several roads and parking lots at Chaffee
Crossing over the years and take great pride in the quality
and longevity of these projects.
For Mike and his company, AAPA is a good and
necessary advocate for the asphalt industry. AAPA has
been a valuable resource for them in the past and Mike is
sure it will continue to be so in the future.

KNOW THE PERFECT PLACE THAT
COULD USE A SIDEWALK, OR MAYBE
A TRAIL THAT NEEDS SOME TLC?
Your ideas may qualify for funding through
the Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP) or the Recreational Trails Program
(RTP). Visit www.ardot.gov/tap/tap.aspx
to learn more about these grant programs
administered by the Arkansas Department
of Transportation.

eligible examples include,
but are not limited to:

• Conversion of abandoned railroad corridors
• Sidewalk improvements
• Development & rehabilitation of trailside
and trailhead facilities
To apply, download an application from
our website. Completed applications can
be emailed to LFPA@ardot.gov or mailed
to the address below. Applications must be
received by June 1.
Arkansas Department of Transportation
c/o Program Management Division
10324 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72209

north little rock
river trail
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2020
Calendar of Events
February 20
Town Hall Meeting
		(Hot Springs)
February 26

ARDOT Bid Letting

AAPA
Young Leaders
Division

March 6		
AAPA Safety Award
		Binder Due
March 6		
Convention Registration 		
		Deadline
March 9		
Town Hall Meeting
		(Maumelle)
March 10
Town Hall Meeting
		(Springdale)
March 18

Convention Hotel Deadline

March 18

Highway Commission Meeting

March 30
Town Hall Meeting
		(Batesville)
March 31
Town Hall Meeting
		(Jonesboro)
April 1		

ARDOT Bid Letting

2020 Annual Convention
YLD Meeting &
Vice-Chair Election
April 7, 2020
4:30 - 5:00 pm
DoubleTree, Hot Springs
The AAPA Young Leaders participate in at least
2 educational events (such as plant tours and
leadership talks) each year, plus the Fall Cook-Off.
Are you under 45 and interested in
joining the AAPA YLD?
It’s easy!
Just email:
office@arasphalt.com.

April 2		
Town Hall Meeting
		(El Dorado)
April 7-9
AAPA Annual Convention
		(Hot Springs)
April 29		

Highway Commission Meeting

May 13		

ARDOT Bid Letting

June 10		

Highway Commission Meeting

June 24		

ARDOT Bid Letting

July 22		

Highway Commission Meeting

August 5

ARDOT Bid Letting

September 2

Highway Commission Meeting

September 16 ARDOT Bid Letting
October 14

Highway Commission Meeting
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manhattanroadandbridge.com
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Modern roads take full
advantage of scientific and
engineering innovations. Through
education, research, and applied
knowledge, the asphalt industry delivers
the best performance and cutting-edge
innovation for today, tomorrow and
into the future.

TODAY
Since 1986, the asphalt industry has
invested over

$30M
777%

in product research.
growth in WMA usage
from 2009-2017.1

When it comes to innovation

ASPHALT PERFORMS
+2,200
$5.1M
MORE THAN

students have been
awarded industry
scholarships, totaling

in scholaships
granted since 1994.2
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FUTURE

Visionary engineers are developing asphalt
mixes to meet the needs of future cities.3

ENABLING THE

TOMORROW

8M

autonomous vehicles expected
to be on the road by 2025 to
"see" asphalt roadways.4

)
//

/
–
(

)

DriveAsphalt.org
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Quality Work & Professional Service
Thermoplastic & Waterborne Pavement Markings
Guardrail & Guard Cable
Traffic Control Services
Sign Sales & Rentals

Office (479) 474-0452
Toll Free (800) 533-3221
Fax (479) 474-0498

www.timestriping.com
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Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221
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