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     The Arkansas electorate has spoken. As everyone 
should be aware and I’m pleased to say again, 
the citizens of Arkansas have approved the half-
cent sales tax extension. I hope everyone realizes 
the significance of this monumental vote. With 
guaranteed future funding, we will now have the 
ability to plan past the short term, which is essential 
for ARDOT planning as well as the contractor. I look 
at this as the state of Arkansas putting a stake in the 
ground and saying that even if federal funding can’t 
come to a long-term decision, we are willing to take care of ourselves.
     In addition, this funding solution will continue to coincide with the 
barometer of our economy, giving us true and real time funding. This is 
something we have not had long term. My point being, if the economy is 
doing well and people are spending more, more funds will be allocated for 
infrastructure. If the economy slows and there is less spending, it will show 
in funding. It will also give funding the ability to follow inflation. As the 
cost of products rises, so will funding. For instance, the Arkansas gas tax has 
not had an increase since 1999, but the cost of building roads has increased 
dramatically.
     I can’t say enough about the 
effort that was put forth to make 
this funding a reality. This could not 
be done overnight. Initial talks of 
a coalition began over three years 
ago, and from that point things 
began to snowball. Numerous 
associations saw the importance 
and jumped on board to promote 
the funding and educating about 
Issue 1. Governor Hutchinson 
played a huge role by endorsing 
and enthusiastically promoting the 
Issue.
     With everything swirling and 
credit being given to different 
groups and individuals that there 
is no doubt they deserve, I do not want to overlook the grassroots effort that 
we have all put forth. If you are reading this, then you certainly had a stake in 
Issue 1. It is you and individuals like you that participated and educated your 
neighbors, coworkers, and people every day about the benefits of passing 
Issue 1. Without these efforts, the result could have been different. These 
collaborative efforts are a testament to the hard work that was done to push 
Issue 1 over the finish line.
     Congratulations!

					     Lance Lamberth, AAPA Chairman
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“It is you and 
individuals like you 

that participated 
and educated your 

neighbors, coworkers, 
and people every day 

about the benefits 
of passing Issue 1. 

Without these efforts, 
the result could have 

been different.”

ON THE COVER: Jason E. “Jet” Thomas, left, and Jerimiah Rogers, right, both 
asphalt dump truck drivers for Blackstone Construction, LLC in Russellville, saved 
the life of a Chismville woman on Sept. 21 during a house fire rescue. Photo by 
Deborah Horn.
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ISSUE 1 PASSES

     “The passage of Issue 1 is truly 
a victory for the State of Arkansas.  
The continued investment and 
progress in our roads will increase 
safety and mobility and provide 
economic opportunities for 
generations to come.  This success is 
due to a strong collaboration by all 
stakeholders.
     First and foremost, thanks to 
Governor Asa Hutchinson for 
his vision for the future when he 

unveiled his Long Term Highway Funding Plan in 2019 
and his continued support and leadership.  His legacy will 
not be forgotten.
Thanks to the leadership of Representative Jeff Wardlaw 
and Senator Lance Eads for being the lead sponsors for the 
legislation that resulted in Issue 1.
     Thanks to the Good Roads Foundation and the Roads 
and Bridges Coalition for their vital support that was 
crucial to this victory.
     And last but not least, thanks to Arkansas’ voters for 
understanding the value of good roads. 
     In 2012, 58% of voters approved a temporary ½ cent 
sales tax for a set of state highway widening projects 
that were clearly defined.  This provided ARDOT an 
opportunity to prove that we can deliver what we promise, 

     “The yes vote on Issue 1 shows that Arkansas citizens 
see the value of a strong road and highway system. We 
thank them all for their support and trust. 
     I would like to thank Governor Asa Hutchison for 
his work to help fund much needed improvements to 
the state’s road and highway system. 
     With this passage of Issue 1, we will move ahead 
with the road and bridge work we promised to do.
     The Arkansas Highway Commission and ARDOT 
look forward with anticipation to the future where we 
have the resources to provide Arkansans with safe, 
smart and efficient roads and bridges.”
	 —Arkansas Highway Commission Chairman 
	     Robert S. Moore, Jr.

and I am proud to say we have done just that.  ARDOT 
is well on the way to accomplishing what we promised in 
2012 and will do so ahead of schedule.  This paved the way 
for Issue 1, which allows for the continuation of the ½ cent 
sales tax. 
     ARDOT considers the approval of Issue 1 a vote of 
confidence from all Arkansans.  We are committed to 
delivering the Renew Arkansas Highways program as 
promised and doing so efficiently and effectively.  Thanks 
to everyone for giving ARDOT the resources needed to 
meet the public’s expectations and make the State Highway 
System the best it can possibly be.”
	 —Arkansas Department of Transportation 
	     Director Lorie Tudor

 “The passage of Issue 1 is 
truly a victory for the State 

of Arkansas.  The continued 
investment and progress in 

our roads will increase safety 
and mobility and provide 

economic opportunities for 
generations to come.”

     “The Arkansas 
Highway Commission 

and ARDOT 
look forward with 

anticipation to the 
future where we 

have the resources 
to provide Arkansans 
with safe, smart and 

efficient roads and 
bridges.”

Lorie Tudor

Robert S. Moore, Jr.
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ISSUE 1 PASSES

AAPA and its members want to give a 
special thanks to Governor Hutchinson 
for his leadership, hard work, and 
support in the passage of the Governor’s 
Highway Plan, Issue 1. Governor 
Hutchinson will be long remembered 
as the “jobs” Governor, and Issue 1 
cements that legacy for generations. 
AAPA also wants to give gratitude to 
Attorney General Rutledge. She rolled 
up her sleeves and worked alongside 
the Governor, promoting the benefits 
of Issue 1 for all Arkansans. Thank you 
both for your support.
	 —Park Estes, AAPA Executive 
	     Director
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AAPA Issue 1 Donors
      THANKS TO ISSUE 1 DONORS 

Producer Members
AAPA

APAC-Central
APAC-Mississippi

Asphalt Producers
Atlas Asphalt
Blackstone
CK Asphalt

Cranford / McGeorge
Delta

Hutchens Construction
Jet Asphalt

Koss Construction
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Redstone Construction

Rogers Group

Paving Contractor Members
Crisp Contractors / DKB Contractors

Crow Group
Forsgren, Inc.

RedRock Paving
Salt Creek Paving
Smackover Paving
Sugg Construction

Tomlinson

Refiner Members
Blacklidge Emulsions

Coastal Energy
Ergon

Lion Oil/Delek
Marathon Petroleum

Aggregate Members
Capital Quarries

Con-AGG (RazorRock)
Midwest Lime

Associate/Associate Supplier Members
Austin Powder

Cashion Co.
Creative Design Concepts

First Community Bank of Batesville
H&E Equipment

Highway Graphics
Nabholz
Riggs Cat

Stribling Equipment
Time Striping

Wright Asphalt Products
 

Individuals
Andrew & Amber Lee

Brad & Sherri Fryar
David & Sarah Shetron
Gene & Mary Jo Arnold

Jill Marchese
Lance & Kimberly Lamberth

Mark & Dianne Lamberth
Mike & Bobbie Low

Mike Moore
Murry Cline
Park Estes
Ted Craft

 
Non-Members

Ash Grove
ATSSA-Arkansas

Jeffery Sand
Monarch

SMG
Springdale Chamber of Commerce

Standard Materials
Steve Beam Construction

Special thanks to all those who donated to the Issue 1 
campaign. We couldn’t have done it without you!

AAPA members & associates gave a total of
$488,700!
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REAL LIFE HEROES

     It’s not every day that a pair of asphalt truck drivers 
come upon a house belching thick smoke and glowing 
red hot with flames and, as a result of their quick actions, 
become bonafide heroes. Although that’s not the word 
Blackstone Construction employees Jason E. Thomas and 
Jerimiah Rogers used to describe themselves. 
     “We weren’t doing it for the recognition. We were just 
doing what had to be done,” both agree.
     And what they hoped others would do if their families 
were ever in need.

A Day Unlike Any Other
     On Sept. 21, Jason, also known as Jet, says he and 
Jerimiah were on Ark. Hwy. 23 near the Chismville 
community heading toward Booneville from the north. 
They were both hauling hot asphalt for a highway 
pavement job, and he adds, “You don’t stop for anything. 
Delivery takes precedence over everything…except saving 
a life.”
      Jason was in the lead truck when he spotted a burning 
house up ahead, smoke starting to fill the air around it. 

Full-Time Asphalt Drivers, 
Real Life Heroes

By Deborah Horn

Jason E. “Jet” Thomas, left, and Jerimiah Rogers, right, both asphalt dump 
truck drivers for Blackstone Construction, LLC in Russellville, saved the life 
of a Chismville woman on Sept. 21 during a house fire rescue.
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REAL LIFE HEROES

There were three women standing out front, and Jason 
stopped immediately, asking if anyone was inside. They 
frantically yelled, “Yes.”
     Without an idea of where the elderly woman was 
inside the house, Jason remembers, “I just went in.”
Right behind him, Jerimiah quickly jumped from his 
truck and headed toward the house, flames growing ever 
faster and higher.
     Now, Jason recalls how “intense the heat was” and that 
his thin T-shirt offered no protection against the blistering 
hot temperatures.
     “I was crawling on the floor (the smoke was so thick) 
through a living room and into a narrow hallway,” Jason 
says.
     All the while, Jason was yelling out to the woman before 
finding her lying on the floor with debris falling on top 
of her. He wasn’t aware that the fire was growing fast and 
that there were two highly explosive oxygen tanks near the 
woman.
     As well, there was a large propane tank in the backyard. 
Propane and fire are an explosive combination.
     He remembers pulling his shirt up over his mouth so he 
could breathe and says, “The roar was unbelievable.”
     Instinct took over and Jason says, “The elderly woman 
was incoherent and didn’t realize what was happening…I 
grabbed her up into my arms and I knew we had to get 
out.”

     Jerimiah met Jason at the door, who was suffering from 
smoke inhalation, as he was attempting to run into the 
house after Jason. 
     Jerimiah took charge of the woman, getting her 
safely away. After which, he remembers, “The house 
was engulfed in flames within seconds. The roar was 
unbelievable and overhead the power lines were humming, 
popping and going crazy.”
     The fire consumed the house as Jerimiah freed a dog 
chained just inside the house and then they saved a second 
dog and moved a herd of goats. 
     At that point, Jerimiah says, “The smoke was so thick it 
was hard to see or breathe.”

A Call for Help Goes Out
     In the meantime, the Logan County Sheriff ’s Office sent 
a call out to the Ratcliff Rural Fire Department concerning 
the structure fire. Along with the Ratcliff volunteer 
crew, about six members of the Booneville Rural Fire 
Department responded.
     Roger Osborne, Booneville fire chief, says, “We backed 
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them up…In all about 12 firefighters (and about three 
tanker trucks) showed up.”
     They dumped as much as 6,000 tons of water on the fire 
that could have been as hot as 2,000 degrees — that’s too 
hot for firefighters’ regulation gear, he says — but Osborne 
explains, “We tried but it was an old house.”
     No matter, trained professional or just a couple of good 
Samaritans, Osborne says, “It’s a dangerous situation.”
Logan County emergency personnel transported the 
woman to the local hospital, but Osborne couldn’t release 
her name because of privacy laws.

Backup Arrives
     By the time the volunteer firefighters started to arrive, 
“The house was engulfed and it was starting to collapse. 
Then it was on the ground,” Jason says.
     The two called their boss, Danny Roy, Manager with 
Blackstone Construction LLC in Russellville, who told 
them: “Take care of business and stay until the situation is 
resolved. The asphalt can wait.”
     Jason and Jerimiah weren’t ready to call it quits and 
helped the volunteers set up their equipment as the two 
fire trucks arrived. 
     A few minutes later, an ambulance arrived to transport 
the elderly woman, first to Booneville and then on to Little 
Rock.
     Jason was also treated for smoke inhalation at the local 
hospital that day.

     Roy says, “I’m very proud of these guys. They’re real 
heroes.” 
     But Jerimiah says, “Jason is the actual hero.”
     Jason disagrees, saying, “We weren’t looking for 
recognition or even thinking about that at the time. We 
didn’t have a choice.” 

Company Name: ____________________________________ Contact Name:_________________________

Address: _______________________________________ City/ST: ______________________ Zip: _______

Contact Phone: ______________________ Contact Email: _______________________________________

       Yes, I would like to donate to the AAPA PAC in the amount of:
     $5,000   $2,000  $1,500  $1,000  Other: $__________

            I have included a check for the above amount (make checks payable to AAPA PAC)
            Please invoice me for the above amount

Arkansans voted in 2014 to no longer allow corporations/business entities to make direct contributions to candidates. However, PACs 
can accept up to $5,000 per calendar year from corporations, businesses, individuals, etc. Donations of any amount are important, and 
should be viewed as an investment, not an expense.

Will you donate to the AAPA PAC?

Clip and return to: 
AAPA Office, PO Box 24304, Little Rock, AR 72221 or 

office@arasphalt.com

REAL LIFE HEROES
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BRENDAN’S LAW

     On August 29, 2019, Brendan 
Walters, an employee of Atlas Asphalt, 
passed away after being struck by a 
vehicle while working in a construction 
zone.

     Brendan’s sister, Jackie, reached out 
to AAPA with the following message:

“Brendan lost her life just doing her 
job, and the driver got a slap on the 
wrist with a class A misdemeanor, 
which is the same level as stolen 
property less than $1,000. Brendan was 
working to provide for her children. 
She was two semesters away from 
a Bachelor’s degree, and she was 

determined to set the world on fire. She 
had many aspirations in her life, which 
was cut short. As a family, we have set 
out to combat the lack of accountability 
on drivers towards harm of Arkansas 
Road Workers so that this devastating 
event does not occur with the same 
loose and frivolous charges. Brendan’s 
killer will walk with little to no 
punishment, but maybe someone else’s 
family will have better closure if the 
laws are changed in Arkansas. You can 
help me to build support by signing the 
petition (link below) and sharing it over 
email, social media, or any other outlet 
you see fit. I hope to make a difference; 
together we can.” 

Brendan Walters

You can sign the petition for Brendan’s Law here:  https://www.change.org/BrendansLaw
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      Women of Asphalt (WofA) is a national 
organization supporting women 
who work in the asphalt industry 
through mentorship, education, and 
advocacy. Formed in 2018, WofA 
seeks to encourage workforce 
diversity not only by supporting 
women currently in the industry 
but also by inspiring other women 
to pursue careers in it. WofA hosts 
events at World of Asphalt each spring 
and also produces a podcast, Women of 
Asphalt: Where We Belong. Membership in 
WofA is free; sign up at womenofasphalt.org.
     A primary goal of WofA is to provide networking 
and mentoring opportunities for its members. Mentoring 
is particularly valuable for women working in a male-
dominated field. Being able to identify with a role model 
and interact with her in a positive way helps increase 
confidence for mentees. Mentors also provide wisdom, 

perspective, and encouragement. A good 
mentoring relationship can foster 

success by enhancing professional 
networks, facilitating knowledge 
transfer, developing leadership and 
professional skills, and promoting 
personal development.
      Register to become a mentor 
and/or mentee in the new 

WofA Mentorship Program at 
womenofasphalt.org/networking-and-

mentoring. Mentors and mentees will 
then be matched, and WofA will provide 

resources for all participants, including a 
mentorship guidebook and an online training 

webinar. New mentoring relationships will begin in January 
2021, with mentors/mentees meeting virtually or in person 
on a monthly basis through the end of the year. Participants 
may also choose to engage through other WofA events and 
training. 

WOMEN OF ASPHALT MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

Women of Asphalt Mentorship Program

APAC-CentralAPAC-Central
Asphalt ProducersAsphalt Producers
Atlas Asphalt, Inc.Atlas Asphalt, Inc.

Cashion Co.Cashion Co.
Cranford Construction Co.Cranford Construction Co.

DeltaDelta
ErgonErgon

Forsgren, Inc.Forsgren, Inc.
Hutchens ConstructionHutchens Construction

Jet AsphaltJet Asphalt
KiewitKiewit

Koss Construction Co.Koss Construction Co.
Lion Oil Co.Lion Oil Co.

Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.
RedstoneRedstone
Riggs CATRiggs CAT

Rogers Group, Inc.Rogers Group, Inc.
Time Striping Inc.Time Striping Inc.

AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2020AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2020

(Reprinted with permission from NCAT.)
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Tell me a bit about your journey 
into the asphalt industry. How did 
you get started? What attracted you 
to that field of study?

     My journey into the asphalt 
industry was a bit indirect, but 
I wouldn’t trade it for anything! 
Like many high school graduates, 
I was excited to explore the 
world outside of my hometown 
of Batesville, Arkansas. After 
much consideration, I decided 
on St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
Minnesota and, before I knew it, I 
was double majoring in physics and 
math. Soon my friends and I were 
looking for summer internships. 
I found myself wondering what I 
could do that summer that would 
allow me to apply my physics and 
math knowledge. My research 
was coming up short because I 
didn’t want my future career to keep me inside an office 
for the rest of my life. In the midst of this, I received an 
email from one of my physics professors advertising a 
new Engineering Materials course. This elective sounded 
interesting, so I started looking into what topics the course 
covered, and that is when I discovered the world of asphalt 
and concrete!
     I am always up for a challenge, so I took my chance 
and applied to Atlas Asphalt, Inc. in my hometown of 
Batesville, even though I didn’t have any formal civil 
engineering knowledge. Luckily Mark Lamberth brought 
me on for the summer, and I began to learn the ins and 
outs of the industry. I can’t thank him enough for taking 
a chance on me! I wouldn’t be where I am today without 
him and Atlas Asphalt.
 

What kind of work did you do 
at Atlas Asphalt? Were there any 
memorable stories/projects you 
can talk about?

     I spent two summers at Atlas 
Asphalt, and I learned something 
new every single day. My first 
summer, I spent most of my time 
in the lab. Everything was so new 
to me and all the employees at the 
plant were really eager to show 
me how to batch aggregate for 
testing and understanding the 
parts and procedures of the plant.  
I learned a ton that first summer. 
I also had the opportunity to 
learn about the environmental 
side of civil engineering including 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plans for construction sites. My 
second summer, I was able to 
learn more about the business side 

of the asphalt industry. Mr. Lamberth allowed me to sit 
in on several client meetings and listen to them sort out 
problems and concerns with future and ongoing projects.  
 
I heard that you’ll be doing some work for Dr. Kevin Hall 
at the University of Arkansas. What kind of work will it 
be and how do you think it will be helpful to the asphalt 
industry?

     I am very excited to start my master’s degree with 
Dr. Hall this spring. We are still discussing the details of 
my work, but I will mainly be focused on evaluating the 
effects of varying the amount of design gyrations while 
maintaining the integrity of the mix designs. I believe 
it is important to understand the effects of lowering the 
number of gyrations to optimize the mix design process 

Q & A WITH JOCIE BAKER

AAPA Scholarship Winner
Jocie Baker:

Working Hard and Taking Chances
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manhattanroadandbridge.com

PAVING THE WAY FOR  
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.

Cranford Construction Company is 
Central Arkansas’ leading producer of 

quality asphalt. Call today and put 
our team to work for you.

Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565 
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com

and introduce added durability. So, if you need to find me, 
I’ll most likely be in the lab these next two years!  

You’ve received scholarships from both AAPA and 
the Arkansas Good Roads Foundation. Why do you 
think these scholarships are so important, both to you 
personally and in general?

     When I graduate in December, I will have a B.A. in 
Physics and Math and a B.S. in Civil Engineering. While 
I am fortunate to have a very supportive immediate and 
extended family, we would not have been able to afford my 
education without these scholarships and the generosity of 
all the donors who contributed to them. Receiving these 
scholarships has been an integral part of my educational 
journey, and I am forever grateful to the organizations 
and the donors. Parents work hard to be able to provide 
funding for our education, but sometimes it just isn’t 
enough to cover all the costs. As a thank you to my family 
for supporting me, I worked tremendously hard to keep 
up my GPA and participate in internships that would set 
me apart in the scholarship applicant pool. The Arkansas 
Asphalt Pavement Association, the Arkansas Good Roads 
Foundation, and several other entities have provided 
funding that makes it possible for students like myself 
to pursue educational dreams without 
having to worry as much about the 
financial burden that comes along with 
them!

As a woman, have you found it 
challenging to work in this field? Why or 
why not?

     I have nothing but positive things to 
say about the people in this field -- men 
and women alike. Civil engineering 
has opened so many doors for me, 
and everyone along the way has been 
extremely supportive of me. I’d like to 
believe that it is like this for every woman 
in the civil engineering field! I think 
that if you are eager and willing to learn, 
then it is easy for the people around you 
to teach and work with you. Thinking 
back to that first summer in the industry, 
the men working at Atlas were so glad 
that a woman could get so excited about 
learning how to batch aggregate. I also 
recall my supervisor, Nick Barner, at the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers telling me, 

“As long as you are enthusiastic and passionate about your 
career, then no one has a choice but to respect you.” I try to 
use that advice in everything I do. 

What, in your opinion, is the future of the asphalt 
industry?

This is a daunting question for a young woman in the 
industry. However, I do know that the conditions of our 
roadways have immensely improved while I’ve been on 
this Earth! In the early 2000s, Arkansas had the 12th 
largest highway system and ranked 41st in revenue 
to support that system. During this time, I remember 
that my father, a truck driver for Pepsi Co., was always 
complaining about the potholes and the narrow roads 
along his route each day. His complaints are probably 
another reason I’m in the asphalt industry, but these 
concerns are no longer a problem for him and the many 
truckers on the Arkansas highway system. I believe 
that the continuance of cost-effective rehabilitation, 
maintenance, and preservation is the key to maintaining 
roadways in Arkansas. In the recent election Arkansas 
passed Issue 1, which continues a 0.5% sales and use tax 
for state highways and bridges; city streets; and county 
roads, bridges, and other surface transportation. This tax is 
crucial for the future of our roadways. 

Q & A WITH JOCIE BAKER
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YOUR RESOURCE 
FOR ARKANSAS ROADS.
Ergon is proud to be the go-to roadway resource for state 

and local agencies in Arkansas. We specialize in meeting 

your preservation and maintenance needs, providing 

education and training, roadway evaluations and on-site 

technical support. Visit ergonasphalt.com to learn how 

we can put our resources to work for you.

ergonasphalt.com

EAE Resource Arkansas Ad 8.375x10.875.indd   1EAE Resource Arkansas Ad 8.375x10.875.indd   1 4/23/20   9:46 AM4/23/20   9:46 AM
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If you join the EXCLUSIVE 2021 Hot Mixers Club, your company will receive 
special recognition throughout 2021, including: 
 

• Quality Conference (Jan. 7-8) – Virtual 
• Annual Convention (March 29-31) – Branson, MO* 
• Paving Awards Regional Luncheons (May/June)* 
• Fall Cook-Off (date TBD)* 
• Signage at All Events (only available if you sign up by March 11)* 
• AAPA Quarterly Magazine 

o Opportunity to be featured on the cover and member spotlight (if not 
featured in the last 3 years) 

• Website 
• Membership Directory (only available if you sign up by May 1)* 

 
*Events are subject to change due to pandemic restrictions. If events do not take place in person, Hot 
Mixers Club members will be featured at virtual events, in email communications, and wherever possible. 
 

Complete this form and return to the AAPA Office by MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2020. 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Please print your company name below, exactly as you wish it to appear on all materials. 
 

Company: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Complete address for billing: 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State: _____________________________ Zip: __________ Phone: __________________  

Email: ___________________________________ Signature: __________________________ 

  
PPlleeaassee  rreettuurrnn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  wwiitthh  ppaayymmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  AAAAPPAA  OOffffiiccee..  

MMaaiill  ttoo  PPOO  BBooxx  2244330044,,  LLiittttllee  RRoocckk,,  AARR  7722222211  OORR  eemmaaiill  ttoo  office@arasphalt.com    

 

    YYeess,,  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  22002211  HHoott  MMiixxeerrss  CClluubb  ffoorr  $$11,,550000..0000  
  

    CCHHEECCKK  EENNCCLLOOSSEEDD            BBIILLLL  MMEE  
 

AAAAPPAA  HHOOTT  MMIIXXEERRSS  
SSPPOONNSSOORRSSHHIIPP  FFOORRMM  
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AAPA REGIONAL PAVING AWARDS

2020 AAPA Regional 
Paving Award Winners

Multi-Lane
Region 1:  Atlas Asphalt, Inc.*
Region 2:  Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Region 3: White River Materials, Inc.
Region 4: APAC-Central, Inc.
Region 5: Cranford Construction Co.

Two Lane Highway-ADT Greater than 2000
Region 1: Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
Region 2: Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Region 3: Cranford Construction Co.
Region 4: Crouse Construction Co.
Region 5: Cranford Construction Co.*

Two Lane Highway-ADT Less than 2000
Region 3: Hinkle Environmental Services
Region 4: Forsgren, Inc.*
Region 5: McGeorge Contracting

State Aid Roads-County
Region 1: Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
Region 2: Smackover Paving Co.
Region 3: CK Asphalt, LLC*
Region 4: Hutchens Construction Co.
Region 5: Rogers Group, Inc.

State Aid Streets-City
Region 1: M&T Paving & Construction
Region 2: Cranford Construction Co.
Region 3: Crow Group, Inc.*
Region 4: Blackstone Construction
Region 5: Rogers Group, Inc.

Pavement Preservation
Region 1: Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
Region 2: Smackover Paving Co.
Region 3: Salt Creek Paving & Construction
Region 4: Blackstone Construction*
Region 5: Salt Creek Paving & Construction

Congrats again to the winners of the 2020 AAPA Regional Paving Awards and Unique/Commercial Awards. Due to 
COVID-19, we were unable to have our awards luncheons and present plaques to the winners. But stay tuned, because 
we’ll do our best to deliver the plaques next year and get pictures for a future magazine while adhering to current safety 
practices.

(* denotes Statewide winner)

2020 AAPA Unique/Commercial Award Winners
Commercial Parking Facility: Nabholz Construction Services
Local Road/Street: Nabholz Construction Services
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APAC-Central, Inc.

Producers of Quality 
Materials and Construction

• Aggregates
• Asphalt

• Ready Mix
• Construction

• Portable Crushing
• Heavy Highway

• Commercial
• Industrial

• Residential

Sales:
AR, MO - 479.788.6342

OK - 918.438.2020

Construction:
AR - 479.587.3300
OK - 918.438.2020

Main Office 
479.587.3300 

Toll Free: 877.920.2722
www.apaccentralinc.com

Proudly serving 
Oklahoma, 

Western Arkansas and 
Southwest Missouri

Safety First Always

Upcoming AAPA Events

“Virtual” Quality Conference
January 7-8, 2021

Annual Convention
March 29-31, 2021

Branson, MO

Check the website for updates and registration 
information. This schedule is subject to change 

due to restrictions surrounding COVID-19.

Welcome New Members!

Mailing Address:  
P.O. Box 580

Rogers, AR  72757

Asphalt Plant Information:
5498 S. Vaughn Road

Bentonville, AR  72712
Phone:  479.795.1133

Physical Address: 
2000 S. 1st St.

Rogers, AR  72758
Phone:  479.621.9034

Arkansas Asphalt Man LLC
Seal Solar

Interested in becoming an AAPA member?
Go to www.arasphalt.com to view our member categories 

and fill out an application
or contact the office at office@arasphalt.com.
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Chris Wallace, District Engineer for 
ODOTs Division One in Muskogee, 
has been with the department since 
2005. Shortly after graduating from 
Oklahoma State University with a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering in 
2005, he joined ODOT as an Engineer-
in-Training at the El Reno Residency. 
Wallace became the Division Four Area 
Maintenance Manager in 2009 and 

was later promoted to Stimulus Coordinator. As Stimulus 
Coordinator, Wallace worked closely in helping with 
projects in coordination with the Stimulus Act in 2009. In 
2010, he became District One Traffic Engineer and then 
Resident Engineer at the Muskogee Residency. In 2012, 
Wallace served as the Construction Engineer for District 
One until appointed to his current position in November 
2016. The district engineer oversees all maintenance 
and construction activities on highways and interstates 
in Adair, Cherokee, Haskell, McIntosh, Muskogee, 
Okmulgee, Sequoyah and Wagoner counties in eastern 
Oklahoma. Wallace was born in Burkburnett, Texas and 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1996 to 2000. He 
and his wife, Felicia, have two children and live in Fort 
Gibson.

     On March 2, 2020, Vivien 
Hoang became the FHWA Division 
Administrator of the Arkansas 
Division. She leads an office of 16 
professionals to deliver a $550 million 
Federal-aid Highway Program 
throughout Arkansas, in partnership 
with the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation.
     Prior to this position, Vivien 

served as a Special Assistant in the Office of the 
Administrator. In this capacity, she provided direct 
support to the Executive Director, serving as an advisor 
on national transportation program and policy issues 
as well as internal organizational initiatives. She was 
critical in coordinating Agency activities during the 2016 
Administration transition and beyond. 
     Vivien began her FHWA career in 2008 in the 
Colorado Division and has held progressive positions in 
the New Mexico and California Divisions. Prior to joining 
FHWA, Vivien worked in the private sector as a roadway 
and drainage design engineer.
     Vivien holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Florida and is a 
licensed Professional Engineer in the State of Florida. 

AAPA 
Virtual

Quality Conference
January 7-8, 2021

All sessions will take place via Zoom.
Speakers and schedule subject to change.

Thursday, January 7
10:30-10:45 am:  Welcome
 Lance Lamberth (AAPA Chairman)
10:45-11:15 am:  FHWA Update
 Vivien Hoang (FHWA)
11:15-11:45 am:  ARDOT Update
 Lorie Tudor (ARDOT Director)
11:45 am-12 pm:  Video Presentations
 Perpetual Pavement Award 
 New AAPA / ARDOT Partner Agreement
 2020 Safety Award
12-1 pm: Break for lunch on your own
1-2 pm: Longitudinal Joint Spec
 Danny Gierhart (Asphalt Institute)
 Tom Fisher (ARDOT)
2-2:30 pm: Understanding Arc Flash at Asphalt 
 Plants
 David Miguel

Friday, January 8
9-10:15 am: Thinlays
 Oklahoma Experience - Chris Wallace  
 (ODOT)
 Arkansas Selection Process & Criteria - 
 Sarah Tamayo (ARDOT)
10:15-11 am: Balanced Mix Design
 Dr. Kevin Hall (University of Arkansas)
11-11:15 am: Closing Remarks
 Rex Vines (ARDOT) 

AAPA 
Virtual

Quality Conference
January 7-8, 2021

AAPA 
Virtual

Quality Conference
January 7-8, 2021

4.5 PDH Available
See registration form for details.
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4.5 PDH Available
See registration form for details.

Speaker Sneak PeekSpeaker Sneak Peek

Vivien N. Hoang, P.E.

Chris Wallace
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               ARKANSAS ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIAT ION
              2021 V IRTUAL Qual i ty Asphal t  Paving Conference

          JANUARY 7 -  8,  2021 (Thursday & Fr iday)

Registration Form
REGISTER ONLINE at www.arasphalt.com

Company: _________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: _____  Zip: ________  

Company Information

Registration Prices

Cancellations received in writing before December 23rd will be considered for a refund.  After this date, no refunds will be given.

□  Check #_______________  
□  *CC#: _______-_______-________-________
Exp Date: _____________ 
CVV (3 #’s on back of card) _________
Name on Card: __________________________
□   Bill Me 

* A $10 convenience fee per attendee will be
applied to credit card transactions.

Early Registration
on or before 12/23

Late Registration 
on or before 1/7

$140 $165

Payment Details

Virtual Instructions

One week prior to the Conference, a Zoom link will be emailed to everyone who has registered and paid. You can 
register with Zoom early or on the day of the event. We must have an accurate email address for each attendee.

1. Name:_______________________________ Email:_______________________________ *PE# (if applicable)________
2. Name:_______________________________ Email:_______________________________ *PE# (if applicable)________
3. Name:_______________________________ Email:_______________________________ *PE# (if applicable)________
4. Name:_______________________________ Email:_______________________________ *PE# (if applicable)________
5. Name:_______________________________ Email:_______________________________ *PE# (if applicable)________
*If you want to receive PDH, you must provide your PE number on this form as well as an accurate email address. 
Certificates will be emailed ONLY to those who provide their PE number.

Please List All Attendees - PRINT NAMES CLEARLY

Sponsorship Opportunities

All sponsors will have their logos displayed on the 
moderator’s background and during breaks. Additionally, 
company names and logos will appear on a special page 
on the website and in the magazine. Sponsors will be 
recognized during the virtual event.

Gold ($750)
Silver ($500)
Bronze ($250)
Friend ($______)

          # of Attendees: ______ 
        (x) Registration Fee: $_______  = $________

 Sponsorship =  $________

Total Owed: $___________

Mail Registration Form with Payment to:
PO Box 24304, Little Rock, AR 72221

Fax to 501-224-0988
Email to office@arasphalt.com
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Analysis of the Impact of 
In-Place Air Voids on 

Pavement Performance

IN-PLACE AIR VOIDS ANALYSIS 

     Air voids are an important parameter in asphalt 
pavement construction. If air voids are too high or too 
low, pavement life can be reduced. The objective of 
NCHRP Project 20-50 (18) was to determine the effects 
of as-constructed air voids on performance using field 
data from the Long-Term Pavement Performance (LTPP) 
program. Although a similar study was conducted in 2001 
under NCHRP Project 20-50 (14), revisiting the topic 
was warranted because a much larger LTPP dataset is 
now available. The study focused on performance related 
to four distress types: rutting, fatigue cracking, thermal 
cracking, and roughness. A major challenge was isolating 

the influence of air voids from the many other factors 
affecting performance, including climate, traffic, and 
pavement structure. Three analysis methods were used: (1) 
dividing the LTPP sections into common data subgroups 
to help isolate the effect of air voids, (2) using regression 
modeling, and (3) using an artificial neural network 
(ANN). Validation efforts were conducted using data from 
the NCAT Test Track and the Minnesota DOT’s MnROAD 
facility.
     Data from 426 LTPP test sections were extracted 
with a nearly even split between new construction and 
rehabilitated sections. All of the sections had a minimum 

(Reprinted with permission from NCAT.)
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voids being a distinguishing factor. A total of 27 subgroups 
had a sufficient number of LTPP sections for analysis. 
From each section’s performance curve, representative 
values were established for each distress. Rutting was 
evaluated at four, six, and eight years as well as the time 
to reach 0.3 inches of rutting. The performance criteria 
for fatigue cracking was the percentage of wheel path 
cracking after 10 years. For thermal cracking, the number 
of years before transverse cracks appeared and the length 
of transverse cracking were determined. Roughness was 
analyzed after 10 years of traffic and the time for roughness 
to increase by 25 in/mi from the initial post-construction 
measurement. Graphs were created for each subgroup by 
plotting the performance value and as-constructed air 
voids for each section. Sections were classified as “meeting 
expectations” if the plot showed better performance for 
lower as-constructed air voids, sections were classified as 
“contradicting expectations” if worse performance was 
observed for lower air voids, and sections were classified 
as “no influence” if similar performance was observed over 
a range of as-constructed air voids. As seen in Table 1, the 
impact of as-constructed air voids was mixed for analysis 
method 1.
     Analysis method 2 used statistical regressions to assess 
the influence of as-constructed air voids on pavement 
performance. Input variables were normalized so that 
each would be weighted equally in the analysis. A separate 
model was developed for each combination of pavement 
type and distress. Each model was fitted to a typical curve 
for each distress considering model fit and complexity. 
For analysis method 2, the influence of air voids was 
also mixed. Table 1 lists approximate R2 for each model 
and whether the model prediction met or contradicted 
expectations. A series of performance curves created using 
average input variables and incremental as-constructed 
air voids are available in the User Guide prepared for the 
project.

IN-PLACE AIR VOIDS ANALYSIS

of five years of field performance monitoring (over half 
had more than ten) and at least three distress surveys 
(over two-thirds had more than eight). All four climate 
regions were represented with a higher proportion from 
wet-no freeze and wet-freeze regions. As-constructed air 
voids ranged from 1% to more than 14%. The mean of 
all wheel path as-constructed air voids was slightly lower 
than the mean of all non-wheel path air voids, reflecting 
a delay between when sections were opened to traffic and 
when the LTPP team collected as-constructed data. Where 
available, non-wheel path air voids were used for the 
analysis. Data for all asphalt layers was needed to account 
for performance related to the surface (rutting and thermal 
cracking) as well as full depth (fatigue cracking).
     LTPP cracking data was recorded relative to physical 
location rather than cause; therefore, this study used 
wheel path cracking to quantify fatigue cracking and used 
transverse cracking to quantify thermal cracking. Sections 
with porous surface mixes were removed from the study 
due to their high air voids. Different dates were selected to 
initiate performance time: open to traffic date for rutting, 
fatigue cracking, and roughness; construction completion 
date for thermal cracking; and LTPP assignment date for 
rehabilitation sections that had no other dates recorded. 
Some sections experienced additional construction events 
during the monitoring period; those events that resulted 
in significantly different performance were considered as 
separate analysis periods.
     Assembling and processing the data was time intensive, 
requiring additional steps to develop a reliable and 
complete dataset for analysis methods 2 and 3. This dataset 
included more detailed climate, material stiffness, and 
layer thickness variables than the dataset used in method 
1. Layer attributes were combined into LTPP section-level 
attributes; for example, a representative air voids value was 
computed for each section as the average of air voids for 
each layer weighted by layer thickness. For variables other 
than air voids with a low percentage 
of missing values, approximate values 
were determined by predictive models. 
The final analysis dataset for each 
performance type included section 
attributes merged with time-dependent 
data (climate and traffic) for each 
performance measure.
     Analysis method 1 created a matrix 
of 48 subgroups delineated by climate, 
traffic, and pavement structure such that 
similar performance was expected in 
each subgroup, with as-constructed air 

OPEN YOUR OPEN YOUR 
ACCOUNT  ACCOUNT  
ONLINE!ONLINE!

OPEN YOUR OPEN YOUR 
ACCOUNT  ACCOUNT  
ONLINE!ONLINE!

www.firstcommunity.net

SIMPLE • CONVENIENTSIMPLE • CONVENIENT • SECURE • SECURESIMPLE • CONVENIENTSIMPLE • CONVENIENT • SECURE • SECURE
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     Analysis method 3 used an artificial neural network 
(ANN) to examine the influence of as-constructed 
air voids. ANN is an adaptive information processing 
approach that establishes correlations between input and 
output variables through interconnected neurons (weight 
factors) that are adjusted using a minimum error function. 
Eight models were developed – one for each combination 
of pavement type and distress – each having slightly 
different input parameters (climate, traffic, material, 
and structure characteristics) and different numbers of 
neurons within the ANN architecture. For each model, 
LTPP sections were randomly divided into two groups: 
a training-validation cluster used to develop the ANN 
model and a test cluster used to evaluate model prediction 
accuracy. Training-validation clusters were further 
subdivided into training and validation subsets. The ANN 
model predictions and measured pavement performance 
were generally in good agreement within the training-
validation clusters. Prediction accuracy was lower for the 
test clusters, which may be attributed to measurement 
variations within individual parameters as well as the 
relatively small dataset with respect to the diversity of 

the LTPP sections. Overall, the ANN models had better 
prediction accuracy than the regression models developed 
in analysis method 2. As shown in Table 1, the influence 
of as-constructed air voids for analysis method 3 was also 
mixed.
     Broadly speaking, this study concluded that lower as-
constructed air voids have a positive impact on asphalt 
pavement performance. However, the influence is not 
consistent among the types of distress and type of project 
(new construction or rehabilitation).
     Validation of these results involved two approaches. The 
first compared analysis method 1 results with AASHTO 
Pavement ME predicted performance (rutting and fatigue 
cracking) over a range of air voids. Nine LTPP sections 
were selected from two subgroups (dry-no freeze and wet-
no freeze, both with medium thickness and low traffic). 
The Pavement ME rutting and fatigue trends agreed with 
the study for the dry-no freeze subgroup but differed 
for the wet-no freeze subgroup. The second validation 
approach compared actual performance at MnROAD 
and the NCAT Test Track to predicted performance using 
the models developed with each analysis method. Data 

Table 1. Summary of Analysis Results

IN-PLACE AIR VOIDS ANALYSIS 
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from both sources were filtered to exclude sections with 
porous surface mixes as well as sections outside the range 
of pavement structures and traffic conditions seen within 
the LTPP dataset. Because the Test Track uses accelerated 
loading (approximately 10 years of heavy loading applied 
within a two-year cycle), a time shift was applied to the 
performance curves to approximate normal traffic. The 
regression models developed using analysis method 2 were 
applicable to some but not all cases for MnROAD and the 
Test Track. The ANN models developed using analysis 
method 3 better fit the LTPP data but were not applicable 
to the MnROAD and Test Track data. Caution should be 
used when applying these models to parameters outside 
the LTPP dataset.
      The results of this study will provide better information 
for agencies to determine if their construction standards 
should be modified to improve pavement performance. 
This decision will be based on how well the agency’s 
climate and pavement program compares to the data used 
in this study. Implementation guidance is contained in 
the report, as well as direction for agencies that want to 
perform an in-house study with their own data. 

We’re a 100% employee-owned multi-faceted contractor 
operating in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma who 
thrives on delivering complex heavy civil projects by developing 
innovative infrastructure solutions.

CHIP SEAL

ASPHALT PAVING & SALES

HEAVY HIGHWAYCOMMERCIAL

YOUR LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE FORCE.
POWERED BY EMPLOYEE-OWNERSHIP.

RESIDENTIAL

BASEROCK INSTALLATION & GRADING

Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 
office@arasphalt.com

If you do not have a completed ad, we will set your ad 
for you for $25. Please submit your ad copy in one of the 
following formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with any 
photos/logos to be included in the ad. You will receive an 
emailed ad proof to approve.

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

State Highway & Transportation Officials, County Judges, City Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers 
and other industry allies.

P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

(501) 219-1100 • FAX: (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com

office@arasphalt.com

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  

Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue

IN-PLACE AIR VOIDS ANALYSIS 
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ARDOT PERSONNEL

     Dave Parker has been named ARDOT 
Public Information Officer, effective 
Monday, October 12, 2020.
     Parker is an Emmy award winning 
journalist who has spent more than three 
decades covering local news. He started 
as a television reporter in Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky and then, years later, helped 
lead newsrooms from Baltimore to 
Philadelphia and most recently Little 
Rock.
     Parker was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky. He graduated from Murray 
State University in Murray, Kentucky 
with a bachelor’s degree in radio-
television performance. “I’ve always 
had a real passion for storytelling and 

informing people what’s going on around 
them. You have to be fair, accurate and 
dependable.”
     Parker’s other passion is being a 
dad. He and his wife Sara have four 
children: Grace 15, Reed 13, Brooks 10 
and Lila 8. Parker enjoys coaching his 
kids’ sports teams, training for his next 
half marathon, and is a diehard college 
basketball and football fan. He loves 
his Louisville Cardinals, and has also 
grown to cheer on the Hogs. “Since our 
first day in Little Rock, the people here 
have embraced our family through our 
community and church. Little Rock has 

become our home.” 

Dave Parker Named ARDOT 
Public Information Officer

Dave Parker

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

Don’t Forget 
to Renew Your 
Membership!

2021 Dues 
Deadline:

February 15

Happy Holidays from 
Best Association Management
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Quality Work & Professional Service 
Thermoplastic & Waterborne Pavement Markings 

Guardrail & Guard Cable 
Traffic Control Services

Sign Sales & Rentals  

Office (479) 474-0452 
Toll Free (800) 533-3221 

Fax (479) 474-0498  
www.timestriping.com 



Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas  72221
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