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A new year with new hopes and optimism that 2021 
will be better than 2020. I always enjoy this time 
of the year. It gives the industry a few moments 
to catch our breath and recharge our batteries in 
preparation for the long, hot, and dry days surely to 
come. There is every indication that ARDOT will 
continue to offer work and that jobs will continue. 
I wasn’t sure this time last year if that would be the 
case. The changing of the guard in Washington has 
also given the indication that they will breathe new 
life into the overdue long-term federal infrastructure 
bill. 

I have to admit I wasn’t sure how the virtual quality conference would go, 
but I was pleasantly surprised how well it unfolded and was received by the 
membership. I would like to thank all of the presenters along with everyone 
involved during and in preparation to make it a success. As stated by one of 
my favorite quotes: “Chance favors the prepared mind.” – Louis Pasteur 

Arkansas legislature is now in session, and AAPA continues to monitor the 
daily processes. With the onslaught of bills being proposed, the daunting 
task of wading through the verbiage falls on the shoulders of AAPA to 
inform our members of effects 
that they could potentially have 
on our industry. Occasionally, 
you will receive an email to 
take a stand and call your 
Representative and Senator to 
express the industry’s stance 
on proposed bills. Please take 
advantage of these situations and let your voice be heard.

Currently, our asphalt quality task force is working with ARDOT on 
lowering gyrations on state asphalt mix designs. In my opinion, this is 
a much needed change that will improve numerous aspects of our state 
mixes. AAPA’s partnership with ARDOT is strong and something not to be 
taken lightly.

This is my last letter and last few months as Chairman of AAPA. Thank 
you to everyone for the confidence to allow me to lead such a worthwhile 
organization that I care so much about.

							       Lance Lamberth
							       AAPA Chairman
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      In the past, the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association (AAPA) has overcome snow, sleet, and 
freezing rain in order to hold its annual conference. But 
this year, the 2021 Quality Asphalt Paving Conference was 
forced to work around the COVID-19 pandemic.
      Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said organizers 
were disappointed when forced to opt out of an in-person 
format. Instead of canceling their 18th annual two-day 
event, conference organizers turned to Zoom. By mid-
morning on Thursday, Jan. 7, about 200 attendees were 
signed in, listening to AAPA Chairman Lance Lamberth’s 
welcome.
      The audience included industry leaders, ARDOT 
personnel, engineers and academia, along with large and 
small company owners.
      In his opening statement, Lamberth said, 

“I want to thank everyone for being here. 
It’s been a strange, difficult year for all 
of us and for the asphalt industry. The 
pandemic has had major health impacts 
and required quarantines, but we’ve kept 
projects moving forward.”
In spite of the virus, the passage of Issue 1 

was a positive, and, Lamberth said, “The industry is ready 
for the work it will create.”
      He also thanked Estes for his role in the passage of 
Issue 1.  “Park took it personally, and he went above and 
beyond. It had a real impact,” Lamberth said.
     Dr. Kevin Hall, the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville’s Civil Engineering Department Professor 
of Infrastructure Engineering, was the conference’s 
moderator.

Upcoming Federal Funding
     Vivien Hoang was Thursday morning’s 
first speaker in a session titled “FHWA 
Update.”
     Nearly a year ago, Hoang became 
the FHWA (Federal Highway 
Administration) Division Administrator 
of the Arkansas Division. She leads 
an office of 16 professionals who are 

responsible for a $550 million Federal-aid Highway 
Program, in partnership with the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation. 
     She said that as the new administrator, “One of my 

first tasks was to send my staff home to work from there 
because of COVID.” But that hasn’t slowed them down.
“We are working hard to get that funding out by the end 
of January,” Hoang said about the $10 billion COVID-19 
relief package.
     These funds are for purposes such as maintenance, 
operations and personnel, and are not required to be 
included in a statewide transportation improvement 
program or a metropolitan transportation plan, she said.
     The Fast Act was extended through 2021, and the 
American Transportation Act will invest $320 billion over 
the next five years.
      Her department supports Pavement Preservation (PP), 
which was discussed in depth at this year’s conference, 
because, Hoang said, “We can keep good roads good.”
     The federal program utilizes long-term integrated 
strategies, along with cost-effective practices that 
extend pavement life, improve safety, and meet motorist 
expectations.
Hoang said her department will “facilitate strategic 
pavement preservation research and implementation 
efforts” going forward. She added: “It’s pretty exciting.”

ARDOT Update 
     “2020 was a year of big changes,” said 
Lorie Tudor, Arkansas Department of 
Transportation Director, in her session 
titled “ARDOT Update.”
     Beyond the changes brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
subsequent statewide shutdown, Tudor 
talked about the unexpected death of 

Arkansas Highway Commission Chairman Tom Schueck 
and its ripple effect. Marie Holder of Little Rock was 
appointed to fill the remainder of his term. It ends in 2031.
     Robert Moore is now AHC Chairman and Alec Farmer 
is Vice-Chairman.
     Incidentally, Tudor was one of the “big changes” at the 
department, being named Director after the resignation 
of Scott Bennett. “I never dreamed he would leave,” said 
Tudor, adding that her goal is to carry on Bennett’s “great 
legacy.”
     This led to a number of promotions throughout the 
department.
     The passage of Issue 1, now Amendment 1, will have a 

AAPA’s 18th Quality Conference Goes Virtual
By Deborah Horn

2021 QUALITY CONFERENCE



6  |  AAPA 1st Quarter 2021

2021 QUALITY CONFERENCE

long-term impact on ARDOT, giving the state a secure and 
steady highway construction and maintenance funding 
stream. Their main revenues had declined over the last 
decades.
     The temporary ½-cent sales tax voters approved in 2012 
was made permanent, and will result in an estimated $206 
million for state work, while counties and cities will see 
about $44 million each.
     It will fund a second Connecting Arkansas Program 
(CAP), but without the restrictions of the original 
program. It can be used on any type of road anywhere 
in the state. The original program restricted spending to 
major four-lane highways.
     “Issue 1 will create so many jobs and spur economic 
activity,” Tudor said. But it’s not just of benefit to the state’s 
roadway system but to the state’s county and city roads and 
highways.
     “Every county is going to see numerous improvements 
over the next ten years,” Tudor said.
     She also updated attendees on ARDOT programs, 
including the progress made to date on the first CAP. The 
department has completed 18 projects, totaling 92 miles, 
at a cost of about $734 million. There are 11 projects under 
construction, totaling 69 miles at $1,105 million, with two 
projects remaining, totaling 168 miles at $1,839 million.
     “We are proud of the success of this program,” she said.
Work for 2021 is underway and will total about $968 
million, she said. This includes $308 million for widening, 
$296 for pavement preservation, $40 million for bridge 
preservation, $200 million for bridges, $26 million for 
safety, and $98 million for miscellaneous.
     So far, there is about $727 million in projects scheduled 
for 2022, and about $300 million each for 2023 and 2024.
Tudor said, “Better and well-maintained roads will result 
in safer travel.”
     Despite shutdowns and labor-related slowdowns, road 
construction remained on track. Tudor said, “It was a great 
year.”

A Pact and Two Award Presentations 
     Three video presentations were shown during this 
portion of the conference.
     In the first, the 2020 Perpetual Pavement Award was 
presented to ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor by AAPA 
Chairman Lance Lamberth.
     It was for work in District 2 Jefferson County on 
Highway 79, west of Altheimer and with an original 
construction date of 1962.
     Tudor said, “This is a great honor and we will display it 
proudly.”

     In the second video, the AAPA and ARDOT Partnering 
Agreement Renewal was signed by ARDOT Director 
Lorie Tudor, AAPA Chairman Lance Lamberth, AAPA 
Executive Director Park Estes, and AAPA Past Chairman 
Murry Cline.
     “The results of our partnership are better, safer roads 
and a more mobile Arkansas. It’s a promise to Arkansans 
that we will not let them down,” Cline said.
      Tudor added, “The collaboration between us is strong 
and it’s important. We can’t do what we do without you.”
The third video showed the presentation of AAPA’s 
first ever Bring Them Home S.A.F.E. (safety award for 
excellence) awards. These awards were presented to Delta 
Asphalt & Rogers Group Inc. by the head of the AAPA 
Safety Committee, Cindy Williams of Time Striping.
     “I’m proud to hand out these awards today. The winners 
of these awards went above and beyond the usual in the 
area of safety,” Williams said.
      More than earning recognition for a job well done, 
she said, “It brings the AAPA membership together to 
collaborate on safety ideas. It is one of the main goals of 
the industry.”

Longitudinal Joints in Three Parts
     During his portion of the 
“Longitudinal Joint Spec” session, Danny 
Gierhart, Asphalt Institute’s Southeastern 
Regional Engineer, built upon his last 
year’s presentation that talked about the 
best practices of joint construction. This 
year, he took the conversation one step 
further.

     “Longitudinal joints are an industry concern because 
of costs, safety, and more,” he said. The correct density, 
the percent of relative compaction, is critical to producing 
a good, long-lasting joint. There are areas that impact 
density, including the way the specifications are written; 
the asphalt placement; and compaction.
     “Specs level the playing field for contractors, and aid 
them in building good, quality roads,” Gierhart said. 
“Some things are a big deal and some not so much,” he 
said. “But when it comes to joint construction, it’s an 
essential part of building a quality road.”
     Around the United States, there seem to be various 
approaches to producing good joints, and these include: 
ignoring joint construction; introducing specs but 
leaving no room for innovation; and a third that follows 
the specification’s recommendations but allows some 
innovation by the contractor. The third usually produces 
the best results, Gierhart said.
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ARDOT Studies
     During the second portion of the three-part session, 
Tom Fisher, Staff Construction Engineer in ARDOT’s 

Construction Division, talked about the 
trial period and data collection of notch 
wedge or rolled joint construction.
They looked at traditional compacting, 
tack coating and the use of steel or 
nematic rollers, and the tack coat used.
It was determined that mill and overlay 
or overlay basically produced the same 

results but the time of year, from mid to late season, might 
impact overall results.
     “We tested every 3,000 linear feet and the department 
compiled the data,” he said.
     ACHM Lot Books are available through ARDOT, if 
needed.

Redstone’s Experience
     In the third section, Denis Guillette 
with Redstone Construction talked 
about the company’s experience 
with longitudinal joint specs. He has 
experience overseeing heavy highway 
projects, including estimating, 
scheduling, and construction 
coordination.

      Guillette complimented AAPA on “a nice good rollout. 
In 2018, we knew it was coming because of the AAPA. We 
learned what we needed to do or how we needed to do it.”
Redstone started collecting data in 2019, including taking 
about 100 core samples, and decided on best practices to 
achieve a quality notch wedge, he said.
     “This year, we implemented our best practices 
and we focused on training our guys on notch wedge 
construction,” Guillette said.

Gone in a Flash
     As is a conference tradition, one program, 
“Understanding Arc Flash at Asphalt Plants,” was 
dedicated entirely to safety.
     The fast and fun but deadly serious session was 
presented by David Miguel and explained that, in the 

asphalt business, arc flash and arc 
blast can have serious, life-altering 
consequences. “It’s something that should 
be considered when thinking about plant 
safety,” he said. Equipment, including 
electrical box breakers, must be set 
correctly.

     A warning sign on equipment “can indicate the 
potential for an arc flash, but doesn’t give employees the 
right information,” Miguel said.
     He explained that when an air gap develops between 
two current conductors, such as when two are opened, 
the current attempts to jump it. At that moment, all 
available electrical current rushes into the gap. It becomes 
superheated and can explode, he said.
     More than a serious burn from the explosion, it can 
throw shrapnel, he added.
     In addition to being aware of the possibility of an arc 
flash, employees need the proper rating and the right 
clothing, along with gloves and face shields, and training is 
critical. However, Miguel said, “It can be challenging to get 
people to use their PPE (Personal Protective Equipment). 
It’s bad, it’s hot so please protect yourself.”

Thinlays, the Oklahoma Way
     To start out Friday, Chris Wallace, Oklahoma 
Department of Transportation District Engineer, talked 

about the benefits of asphalt thinlays in 
a session titled “Thinlays – Oklahoma 
Experience”.
     The thinlay method relies on about a 
three-quarter inch asphalt on top of an 
existing roadway.
      It’s a relatively new technique and is 
a much-needed approach to extending 

a road’s life, or the goal of PP (perpetual pavement) 
treatments.
     “We’ve been using this technique for several different 
applications, and it’s a great tool for us,” Wallace said.
A one-inch thinlay can achieve a thickness that will 
confine future distresses to the surface while possibly 
preventing a full depth failure. This allows the pavement to 
be managed at the surface, he said.
     It goes a long way in creating a perpetual pavement. To 
date, there have been no problems with reduced surface 
friction, and rumble strips remain intact, but this may vary 
with different states and their specifications, he said.
A little thinlay material goes a long way, Wallace said. 
Based on Oklahoma’s experience, additional costs are $100 
per ton. For many departments, reducing costs is a real 
benefit. 
     “We haven’t had a single issue,” Wallace said.

From Fixes to Pavement Preservation
     During her workshop, “Arkansas Selection Process 
& Criteria”, Sarah Tamayo, ARDOT Asset Management 
Engineer, discussed how the department approaches 
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asphalt Pavement Preservation, including 
how appropriate repair decisions 
are reached and on which roads the 
treatment can be applied.
     She asked and answered, “How do we 
recommend a treatment?”
     ARDOT considers a road’s overall 
condition and its problems, such as 

rutting and cracking. From there, the beneficial results 
from a Pavement Preservation treatment or repairs 
are determined. These are separated from roadways 
that are falling apart or need major rehabilitation or 
reconstruction.
     Tamayo added, “Fixing a road’s problem is not the same 
as pavement preservation, which is about keeping good 
roads in good condition.”
     She said her goal in this process isn’t to make decisions, 
but to gather data and make recommendations.
     The final decision is based on input from the 
community, from district engineers, various ARDOT 
departments, traffic and others, she said. From there, a 
suggestion is sent to Program Management, after which it’s 
sent to upper management.
     In conclusion, Tamayo said, “The true goal of pavement 
preservation is to get to a road before it starts to fail and 
take appropriate steps to extend its life.”

Producing a Balanced Mix
     In Dr. Kevin Hall’s workshop titled “Balanced Mix 
Design”, he talked about TRC1802: Performance-Based 
Mixture Design (PDB), and asked, “What does that mean 
for Arkansas?”

     It’s intended to prevent asphalt 
pavement from cracking and rutting – 
the two main causes of structure failure 
– as well as the possible implementation 
paths for it through three different 
volumetric design/performance 
verification methods. It measures the 
lower and upper levels of the binder 

content needed to produce a rut- and crack-resistant 
asphalt pavement.
     “We need to find the optimal balance between rutting 
and cracking,” he said, because ultimately, “We want to 
create more durable mixes, ones that will perform at a 
higher level for a longer period of time.”
      He explained that studies are factoring in a road’s 
structure, traffic flow, the original mix design, whenever 
possible to determine, and stress. By reducing the number 
of gyrations, the binder is more durable from a cracking 

perspective. Hall talked about aging studies, the impact of 
air voids on quality, and short-term and long-term testing 
protocols.
     “Everyone has a favorite aging protocol, but whatever 
we recommend has to be practical,” he said.
Hall compared the study results of IFIT with IDEAL-CT. 
When considering one, he said, he looks for effectiveness, 
simplicity, repeatability and cost.
     “IDEAL can be simpler,” and requires no cutting in 
the testing process, but IFIT requires “lots of cutting”. 
However, Hall stressed that the second was easily repeated 
and might be a better fit for some.
     “We’re all after pavements that last longer and perform 
at a higher level,” he said.

Until the 2022 AAPA Conference
     Rex Vines, ARDOT Assistant Chief 

Engineer for Operations, closed out 
conference with a few words recapping 
the virtual two-day event.

     “It was a very different conference, but 
we have seen some great presentations,” 
Vines said.

     ARDOT and AAPA welcomed Vivien 
Hoang, the new Federal Highway Administration Division 
Administrator of the Arkansas Division, to Arkansas, and 
we heard ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor’s great briefing 
on funding and about the ongoing construction projects 
around the state. She talked about the staff changes to the 
Arkansas Highway Commission and to her department.
     “It was refreshing to hear a positive update from the 
Director, not the one of gloom and doom over the last 
years when the state struggled to find funding for ARDOT. 
The passage of Issue 1 has changed that,” Vines said.

A Final Note
     Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said although the 
organizers were forced to opt out of an in-person format, 
the 2021 conference was a success.

     However, Estes said, “The annual 
Quality Conference is more than just 
presenting information. It’s an exchange 
of ideas and the sharing of best practices, 
and a great way to network and make 
friends with others in the industry. It 
makes us better, and it’s instrumental in 
helping us achieve our collective goal of 

building quality Arkansas roads.”
      Estes added, “We hope to see you all in person next 
year.” 

2021 QUALITY CONFERENCE
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2021 QUALITY CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Thank You
2021 Quality Conference Sponsors!

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE
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north little rock 
river trail

KNOW THE PERFECT PLACE THAT 
COULD USE A SIDEWALK, OR MAYBE  
A TRAIL THAT NEEDS SOME TLC?
Your ideas may qualify for funding through 
the Transportation Alternatives Program 
(TAP) or the Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP). Visit www.ardot.gov and search 
for “TAP” to learn more about these grant 
programs administered by the Arkansas 
Department of Transportation.

eligible examples include, 
but are not limited to:
• Conversion of abandoned railroad corridors
• Sidewalk improvements
• Development & rehabilitation of trailside  

and trailhead facilities

To apply, download an application from 
our website. Completed applications can 
be emailed to LFPA@ardot.gov or mailed 
to the address below. Applications must be 
received by June 1. 

Arkansas Department of Transportation
c/o Program Management Division

10324 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72209
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ARDOT PERPETUAL PAVEMENT AWARD

     ARDOT was awarded their 10th perpetual pavement 
award for a 2.1-mile section of Highway 79 in Jefferson 
County. The original construction date was 1962.
     This award is given by the Asphalt Pavement Alliance 
in partnership with the Asphalt Institute. It celebrates 
well-performing asphalt pavements that are at least 
35-years-old with proven high-quality structural design. 

ARDOT Receives 10th Perpetual Pavement Award

To earn the award, the pavement must have not suffered 
a structural failure, and it should have an average interval 
between resurfacing of not less than 13 years.
     This award was presented to ARDOT Director Lorie 
Tudor by AAPA Chairman Lance Lamberth and later 
recognized in a video at AAPA’s 2021 Virtual Confer-
ence. 

Park Estes (AAPA Executive Director), Lorie Tudor (ARDOT Director),
and Lance Lamberth (AAPA Chairman)
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Department of Transportation.
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To apply, download an application from 
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GYRATIONS TASK FORCE
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AAPA’s Technical Committee met on January 14th, 2021, via Zoom to discuss lowering gyrations in asphalt mixes. This 
group included representatives from several AAPA member companies, as well as from the University of Arkansas. 
A recommendation from AAPA has been submitted to ARDOT as to what we think the gyration levels should be. As 
always, AAPA is looking forward to working with ARDOT to achieve and produce a superior product.   

AAPA Gyrations Task Force
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Q & A WITH VIVIEN HOANG

New FHWA Division Administrator
Vivien Hoang

Turning Challenges into Change
You were recently named FHWA 
Division Administrator for 
Arkansas. Can you tell me about 
your career journey?

I am an alumna of the University 
of Florida – Go Gators! Upon 
graduation, I joined a consulting 
firm in Florida as a roadway and 
drainage design engineer. After 
some time, I felt the need to do 
something different and was 
hired by the Federal Highway 
Administration. I started in 
Colorado, and later worked in 
New Mexico and California. In 
California, I was the Safety and 
Operations Team Leader working 
on the Managed Lanes program 
with Caltrans as well as the 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan. 
I then headed to Washington, 
D.C., where I was Special Assistant to the FHWA’s 
Executive Director. I was part of the team that led the 
Administration’s transition in 2016. Last year, I was named 
FHWA’s Division Administrator for Arkansas where I lead 
an office of 16 people and oversee a $550 million federal-
aid program.

What have been the challenges of taking on this new job 
during a pandemic?

My priority is to keep everyone safe during the pandemic, 
so getting to know a new state, office, partners and 
stakeholders meant doing as much virtually as possible. 
Video calls have been helpful to put together names and 
faces, knowing we will eventually meet face to face. I’ve 
learned not to schedule too many video meetings in one 
day, to avoid “zoom fatigue!”  For now, we’ve put a hold on 
any travel to in-person meetings and site visits. But I know 
there are people and groups out there that I haven’t been 
able to meet yet. I hope to do so soon.

As FHWA Division Administrator, 
what kind of work do you do 
on a daily basis to help improve 
highways and transportation in 
Arkansas?

My office and I work very closely 
with the Arkansas Department 
of Transportation to deliver the 
federal-aid highway program. A 
lot of that is navigating the federal 
rules and regulations, from design 
and construction to civil rights 
and everything in between. We are 
stewards of the taxpayer’s dollar 
and we want to make sure the 
roads are safe. FHWA conducts 
a lot of training and technical 
assistance that we can bring to the 
state to advance transportation.

What would you say have been 
some recent victories for highways/transportation, both in 
Arkansas and nationally?

There have been many victories nationally, such as a 
growing appreciation for the role that well-maintained 
roads and bridges play in keeping local and regional 
economies robust. Here in Arkansas, I’ve been impressed 
with the level of professionalism I’ve seen not only among 
my staff but among folks at ARDOT. Arkansas’ roads are 
in good hands here with ARDOT. With Issue 1 passing, 
transportation remains an important focus for the state.  
As an example, there is a growing appreciation of the role 
of new technologies and road design, such as roundabouts, 
can play. Also, the state’s rural roads are getting less 
rough than they have been in a decade which, from an 
engineering perspective, is a good indicator of overall 
road safety and proper maintenance. Safety is our top 
priority, and we want to find a way to reduce the number 
of highway fatalities which have been holding fairly steady 
for the last decade.
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Q & A WITH VIVIEN HOANG

When and why did you become interested in engineering?

My dad was a civil engineer who worked for the Florida 
Department of Transportation. We used to road trip 
all over Florida. I remember one summer we traveled 
to Michigan and then New Jersey for his conferences, 
and he’d tell us about the road signs and why they were 
numbered differently from Florida. At that time, Florida 
had sequential-exit numbering and one of the states 
had mileage-exit numbering. It was mindblowing for a 
10-year-old. In college, I knew I was strong in math and 
science so engineering seemed a natural path, but who 
knew I’d change majors every semester? I finally settled on 
civil engineering because I thought that would give me the 
most options for a job. 

Who has inspired you the most along the way?

Without my dad, would I even know about civil 
engineering? He definitely got me on the path of 
transportation. There have been many others like Brandye 
Hendrickson, who is currently the Deputy Director at 
AASHTO, and Butch Waidelich, FHWA’s former Executive 
Director, who have provided examples of great leadership 
during my FHWA career. 

As a woman, have you found it challenging to work in this 
field? Why or why not?

I have found it challenging. It’s tough walking into 
a meeting and being the only woman, minority or 
sometimes the youngest person in the room. I look 
younger than I am, which is more of a challenge than one 
might imagine. You think “Am I in the right place?” or 
“Am I supposed to be here?” With all that, I know I can 
bring something to the table – a different perspective, idea, 
or option that can get us to where we’re trying to go or 
trying to achieve. I think challenges can cultivate creativity 
and change. Across the nation you’ll see more women 
being a part of transportation industry and leading state 
DOTs than in years past, and that gives me hope. Here in 
Arkansas, with Lorie at the head of ARDOT, we’re on a 
great path forward.

What, in your opinion, is the future of the asphalt/
transportation industry?

Transportation touches everyone’s life in the U.S. Whether 
it’s by car, bus, train, boat, ferry, airplane, foot or bicycle, 
we’re all trying to get from here to there. Everyone needs 
infrastructure, like roads and bridges, to do that. 

Anything else you would like AAPA members to know?

I’m excited to be here and literally hit the road to meet our 
partners and stakeholders once it’s safe to do so. FHWA 
doesn’t just provide funding and oversight. We can be a 
great resource and partner to improve Arkansas roads and 
bridges. 

ALL ABOUT VIVIEN
Hometown: Tallahassee, Florida
Family/Pets: My fiancé and I are raising his teenage son and 
have a dog named Tugboat we adopted. I have a brother in 
California and a sister in Colorado while my parents are still 
in Florida. 
Hobbies: I love to hike, camp, and paddleboard in the 
summer and snowboard in the winter. When I’m feeling 
creative I like paper crafting and, when I’m stressed, puzzles 
calm me down.
Favorite place to travel: I’m torn between the Rocky 
Mountains and the Florida beaches.
Favorite restaurant: Unfortunately we haven’t been able 
to eat at many restaurants in Arkansas so I’m open to 
recommendations!
Favorite movie: “Up”
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YOUR RESOURCE 
FOR ARKANSAS ROADS.
Ergon is proud to be the go-to roadway resource for state 

and local agencies in Arkansas. We specialize in meeting 

your preservation and maintenance needs, providing 

education and training, roadway evaluations and on-site 

technical support. Visit ergonasphalt.com to learn how 

we can put our resources to work for you.

ergonasphalt.com

EAE Resource Arkansas Ad 8.375x10.875.indd   1EAE Resource Arkansas Ad 8.375x10.875.indd   1 4/23/20   9:46 AM4/23/20   9:46 AM
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - AR ASPHALT MAN 

     Harry Brewer has worked with asphalt all his life. In 
1977, his dad started paving by doing small patching and 
small drives. When this adventure began, Harry was only 
seven years old. He remembers going out to help his dad, 
using his own small shovel.
     Today, Harry’s dad is retired and no longer works, but 
Harry and his son have kept the business running. In 
2011, they decided to register the business as an LLC. They 
now have five employees. The company is still a small, 
family-owned and family-operated business, but they have 
experienced growth in recent years.
     One other thing that has grown over the years is Harry’s 
family. His son does a lot to keep the company moving, 
making this a three-generation business. Looking back 
over the company’s history, Harry noted: “We went from 
a Chevy one-ton dump truck to owning three big dump 
trucks and all the paving equipment that is needed to do a 
great job.”

Arkansas Asphalt Man, LLC

     The crew of Arkansas Asphalt Man doesn’t mind 
working from morning to night to get a job done. But no 
asphalt company could get by without a great product. “I 
have to give a shout out to the guys that actually produce 
the asphalt material,” Harry said. “RedStone, Rogers 
Group, and Cranford. These are the guys that help make a 
paving company look good. When you get good materials, 
you can do a great job.”
     Arkansas Asphalt Man offers asphalt paving of all sorts, 
from driveways and private roads to parking lots. They do 
patching, crack filling, and seal coating. Additionally, they 
offer chip and seal (Tar & Chip) for driveways and roads.

Phone: 501.376.0716
Fax: 501.376.2118

Toll Free: 800.523.2147

321 Scott St.
Little Rock, AR  72201
www.cashionco.com
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PARTNERING AGREEMENT

     AAPA and ARDOT entered 2021 with the signing of a new partnering agreement. The original partnering agreement 
was signed in 2012, and we all agreed that it would be healthy and prudent to reevaluate the document. The goal was to 
ensure that everything still lines up with each of our goals and core competencies. 
     AAPA is honored and proud to have signed the new agreement that is in place now. AAPA Chair Lance Lamberth 
stated at the signing that collaboration between AAPA and ARDOT is key to building the highest quality roads that the 
tax paying public deserves. This document is the roadmap of principles that enable us to do just that. 
     AAPA wants to thank Director Lorie Tudor and her staff for working with AAPA to update the agreement. 

ARDOT / AAPA Partnering Agreement 
Renewed After Eight Years
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Go Home Safe.
Everyone. Everyday.

Delta Companies Inc.
is a leader in transportation construction and 

maintenance in Arkansas, Illinois, and Missouri.

P: (870) 573-6882 www.deltacos.com
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BRING THEM HOME S.A.F.E. AWARDS 

The 93rd Arkansas Legislative session is well underway. 
AAPA is continually monitoring bills that affect our 
industry. As you know, the passage of the second part of 
the Governor’s highway plan in December by Arkansas 
voters was the highlight and dividend of AAPA and its 
partnering associates’ hard efforts. Be on the lookout for 
“Call to Action” alerts from AAPA during the session 
and PLEASE take action when asked to do so. There is 
power in numbers. We proved that in the last session. 
Thanks again for all you did to help pass Issue 1.    

LEGISLATIVE UPDATEWELCOME NEW MEMBER!

Garrett X
Interested in becoming an AAPA member?

Go to www.arasphalt.com to view our member 
categories and fill out an application

or contact the office at office@arasphalt.com.

 
     Starting in early 2018, the AAPA Safety Committee has been working on a way to reward AAPA members for their 
commitment to safety. After many discussions and meetings, the AAPA Bring Them Home S.A.F.E. (safety award for 
excellence) program was created.
     The AAPA Bring Them Home S.A.F.E. award highlights companies who are going above and beyond to promote safe-
ty. Applicants underwent a rigorous process in the hope that their efforts would be recognized. 

From left to right: Artie Cousins (Delta), 
Justin Counce (Delta), Lance 
Lamberth (AAPA Chairman), Cindy 
Williams (AAPA Safety Committee).

From left to right: Lance Lamberth (AAPA 
Chairman), Murry Cline (AAPA Past 
Chairman), Tim Gorman (Rogers Group), 
Kory Flippo (Rogers Group), 
Cindy Williams (AAPA Safety 
Committee).

Production Category Winner: 
Delta Asphalt

Work Zone Category Winner: 
Rogers Group Inc.

AAPA Presents First Safety Awards
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We’re a 100% employee-owned multi-faceted contractor 
operating in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma who 
thrives on delivering complex heavy civil projects by developing 
innovative infrastructure solutions.

CHIP SEAL

ASPHALT PAVING & SALES

HEAVY HIGHWAYCOMMERCIAL

YOUR LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE FORCE.
POWERED BY EMPLOYEE-OWNERSHIP.

RESIDENTIAL

BASEROCK INSTALLATION & GRADING

     On January 5th, Robert 
Ponton, Executive Vice 
President – Southeast of Colas 
Inc., made the announcement 
virtually to the management 
teams of the two companies. 
Both Delta and Reeves are 
wholly-owned subsidiaries of 
Colas Inc., headquartered in 
Roseland, New Jersey.
     Robert stated, “Zach will 

lead Reeves Construction Company and Delta Companies 
Inc. and will capitalize on the strengths and experience 
of our employees as we build a stronger organization 
together.”
     Zach holds a degree in Mining Engineering from 
Southern Illinois University (SIU) in Carbondale, Illinois. 
Upon graduation, he immediately went to work at Delta 
in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  He progressed through 
various positions, including Engineering Project Manager, 
Equipment Manager, and Aggregates Regional Manager. 
He then transferred to Barrett Industries, another Colas 
company, where he served as the Northeast Division 
Manager and Vice President. His area of responsibility 
included New York and Pennsylvania.
     In 2016, Zach returned to Delta as the President. Since 
that time, he led the successful acquisition of two local 
operations – Heartland Materials Quarry, a limestone 
mining operation located in Jackson, Missouri, and ASA 
Asphalt, an asphalt paving company with an HMA Plant 
based in Advance, Missouri.
     Most of his time so far this year has been invested 
in meeting the people of Reeves and visiting its various 
manufacturing facilities and regional offices. The Reeves 
group manages twenty-two HMA Plants, a quarry, and two 
liquid terminals with emulsion production capabilities, in 
addition to numerous construction crews.

     Reeves, with annual sales exceeding $300 million, is a 
leader in heavy highway construction in the Southeastern 
United States, performing work for Departments of 
Transportation in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and 
North Carolina, as well as a long list of commercial and 
private customers and local government entities.
     Reeves is comprised of Reeves Construction, Sloan 
Construction, RB Baker Construction, and Southeast 
Emulsions. 
     Sloan Construction performs asphalt paving and site 

Zach Green to Lead Reeves 
Construction Company and 

Delta Companies, Inc.
Zach Green, President of the Delta Companies Inc., 

is now also the President of Reeves Construction Company

ZACH GREEN
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Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 
office@arasphalt.com

If you do not have a completed ad, we will set your ad 
for you for $25. Please submit your ad copy in one of the 
following formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with any 
photos/logos to be included in the ad. You will receive an 
emailed ad proof to approve.

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

State Highway & Transportation Officials, County Judges, City Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers 
and other industry allies.

P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

(501) 219-1100 • FAX: (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com

office@arasphalt.com

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  

Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue

development work, including highways, streets, port 
infrastructure, railroads, and airports, in South Carolina 
and North Carolina. 
     Since 2011, Sloan Construction has mined granite at 
its Blacksburg Quarry for use in construction projects 
throughout the Carolinas.
     R.B. Baker 
Construction works 
in the heavy highway 
and site development 
sector, performing large 
civil projects annually 
for the Georgia and 
Florida Departments 
of Transportation, and 
for public and private 
clients.
     Southeast Emulsions, 
with terminals in Union, 
South Carolina and 
Perry, Georgia, produces asphalt emulsions and polymer 
modified emulsions, which are used in virtually every type 
of pavement preservation including surface treatments, 
cold mixes, recycling, and tack coats.
     During his visits, he has been impressed with the 
similarities between the two companies. Zach said, “I 
am very pleased with the high level of commitment of 
the folks at Reeves to building and maintaining a strong 

safety culture and the dedication to providing high-quality 
products and construction services. It is exactly what I am 
used to at Delta.” He went on to say, “I look forward to the 
great future these two companies will share!”
     Zach, wife Kelly, and three children, Liam, Nolan, and 
Harper and canine Bentley will be relocating to Greenville, 

South Carolina in the 
coming months.
You may learn more 
about Reeves by visiting 
www.ReevesCC.com.
     Colas Inc. began 
operations in the 
northeastern United 
States in 1979. Since 
then, Colas has 
continued to expand 
throughout the 
country with several 
acquisitions, in addition 

to organic growth. Today, its network of seven operating 
companies allows Colas to provide most of its products 
and services anywhere in the United States, from Alaska 
to Florida and New York to southern California. Its 5,000 
plus employees operate from more than 50 regional 
offices.  
     You may learn more about Colas Inc. by visiting 
www.ColasUSA.com.

ZACH GREEN
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PAVEMENT LIFE CYCLE 

     There are plenty of topics out there on which you can 
find disagreements among people. However, it may be safe 
to say that everyone involved in our nation’s and state’s 
roadways – including designers, contractors, researchers, 
and the traveling public – would agree that making our 
asphalt pavements “last longer” and “perform better” is 
of prime importance. Exactly how to do that may still 
spark debate, but there is a growing realization that we can 
(and should!) address this issue from multiple angles by 
considering the pavement’s entire life cycle.
     Typically, the ‘life cycle’ of a flexible pavement 
includes structural design (layers and thicknesses), 
materials selection and asphalt mix design, construction, 
maintenance, preservation, and rehabilitation. Each of 
these stages offers opportunities to extend the overall life 
of a pavement. Our roadway agencies, material producers 
and construction contractors, and university-based 
researchers are making significant strides to implement 
innovations in each of these areas.  
     Two fundamental items that have been somewhat 
missing from past efforts, however, include clear 
communication between folks working at each stage of the 
life cycle, and a clear understanding (by all involved) of 
how their particular ‘piece’ fits into and affects the overall 
life cycle of the pavement. Efforts are ongoing to get people 
talking – for example, the structural designer to the asphalt 
mix designer; both the structural and mix designers to the 
construction contractor; the designers and contractors 
to the asset manager who determines maintenance and 
preservation techniques and priorities. The better each 
person in the life 
cycle understands 
how their job(s) 
contribute to the 
overall life cycle of the 
pavement, the better 
(high performance 
and long-lasting) 
pavements we will 
develop.  
Included in this 
communication is 
data. We collect data 

at virtually every stage in the pavement life cycle; however, 
in many cases this data is not used and/or not shared 
among the various persons involved in different stages. 
To get a truly comprehensive understanding of how and 
why a particular pavement performed as it did, we need to 
know (for example):

• What assumptions did the structural designer make in 
the design?
• What material properties did the asphalt mix exhibit in 
the lab when it was designed?
• What properties did the asphalt mix exhibit in the field 
when it was produced – and how did those properties 
compare to the assumptions made by the structural 
designer and to the laboratory-design properties of the 
mix?
• What properties did the finished pavement exhibit 
(and how do those compare to any design properties or 
assumptions)?
• How long/how much traffic was on the road before the 
pavement began to show distress?
• What kind of distress(es) did the pavement show?
•What was done to the pavement in terms of maintenance 
and preservation – and when was it done?

     All of this information is vital to understanding both 
how the pavement performed and (most importantly) how 
can we make it perform better/longer.
     The main takeaway from all of these concepts is this: 
every person involved with a pavement is important, 

and the work they do 
contributes to the success 
of the pavement. We must 
clearly communicate with 
each other, and give each 
person the tools they 
need to ensure that their 
contribution maximizes 
the life and performance 
of the pavement. We are all 
dedicated to this ideal – so 
let’s go out and make the 
ideal a reality. 

Extending the Asphalt 
Pavement Life Cycle

By Dr. Kevin Hall, University of Arkansas
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     Stacy Burge has been promoted to District Construction Engineer at District Nine effective 
December 5, 2020.
     Burge has a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville. He is a Registered Professional Engineer.
     Burge worked 
for the Department 
as an Engineering 
Student Intern 
prior to being hired 
in January 1993 to 
a full-time position 

as a Civil Engineer I at Resident Engineer 
Office #95. He followed the engineering 
career path within District Nine obtaining 
his current position of Resident Engineer 
of Resident Engineer Office #92 in June 
2007. 

ARDOT PERSONNEL

Stacy Burge Promoted to 
District Construction Engineer

sealsolar.com 501.376.7325

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

AGRICULTURAL

GOVERNMENT

The road to energy  
independence

www.firstcommunity.net

First Community Bank is proud to be 
the recipient of the Forbes 2020 BEST-
IN-STATE BANKS for Arkansas! 

DALE COLE
CHAIRMAN & CEO

BORIS DOVER
PRESIDENT & COO
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APAC-Central, Inc.

Producers of Quality 
Materials and Construction

• Aggregates
• Asphalt

• Ready Mix
• Construction

• Portable Crushing
• Heavy Highway

• Commercial
• Industrial

• Residential

Sales:
AR, MO - 479.788.6342

OK - 918.438.2020

Construction:
AR - 479.587.3300
OK - 918.438.2020

Main Office 
479.587.3300 

Toll Free: 877.920.2722
www.apaccentralinc.com

Proudly serving 
Oklahoma, 

Western Arkansas and 
Southwest Missouri

Safety First Always

manhattanroadandbridge.com

PAVING THE WAY FOR  
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.

Cranford Construction Company is 
Central Arkansas’ leading producer of 

quality asphalt. Call today and put 
our team to work for you.

Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565 
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

It’s time to start 
breaking ground.
Excavation - Asphalt
Concrete - Utilities

2000 S. 1st St. Rogers, AR 72758
479.636.5516
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