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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Optimism has returned. I don’t know about you,
but 2020 seemed like it lasted sixty months instead
of twelve. As we come out of the worst pandemic
since the early 1900s, anxiety and fear about the
unknown is replaced with optimism about the
future. A sense of normalcy has a new meaning for
all of us. I look forward to resuming the activities
we used to take for granted. Thankfully, normalcy
is also returning to our association. I want to thank
Park Estes, our board members, and 2020 Chairman Lance Lamberth for guiding our organization
through an unprecedented time. Like every other industry association across
the country, AAPA had to adapt to a new way of conducting business. The
ability of our association to change its methods of delivering its products
shows our strength and ingenuity. There is no question that forced change
can be difficult, but we rose to the challenge.
As we think about last year, we should acknowledge our achievements. The
collective effort to pass Issue 1 was a huge accomplishment. The amount of
money raised for the Issue 1 campaign by our industry and its partners shows
the strength of AAPA. As a result of that campaign push, the voters of the
State of Arkansas passed Issue 1. This will have a long, lasting impact on the
funding of Arkansas infrastructure, well into the future. I want to personally
thank everyone involved with the campaign. We would not have been successful without you!
We also should recognize
“The ability of our
our new AAPA Partnering
association to change
Agreement with ARDOT.
This new Partnering Agreeits methods of delivering
ment, signed November 18,
its products shows our
2020, is a document that
reinforces enhanced commustrength and ingenuity.
nications while nurturing the
There is no question that
working relationships beforced change can be
tween the parties who provide
quality asphalt pavements to
difficult, but we rose to
meet the transportation needs
the challenge.”
of the citizens of the State of
Arkansas. I want to congratulate Lorie Tudor on becoming
ARDOT’s chief executive officer in March 2020 and to extend a big thank
you to Ms. Tudor and ARDOT for entering into this agreement. Ms. Tudor
has committed that this working document will be displayed at each district
office across the state.
In closing, our association has a lot of momentum as we emerge from a tumultuous 2020. Hopefully, we will be back to business as usual sooner rather
than later. The interaction with each other is something we all have missed.
Stay tuned for a schedule of future events…
						- Max Mathis, AAPA Chairman
Cover Photo: Hwy. 65 along Lake Chicot – Photo courtesy of ARDOT
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MAX MATHIS NAMED AAPA CHAIRMAN

AAPA Names New Board Chairman
By Deborah Horn
From basketball and
supported it
banking to asphalt,
wholeheartedly, and as a
the aptitude and drive
member of the Arkansas
Max Mathis brings to
Bankers Association,
the industry as Vice
Mathis said, “I know
President for Blackstone
the benefit of a united
Construction, LLC is
voice when it comes to
the common thread to
passing legislation of this
his success. Now he’s
magnitude.”
stepped into the position
“The tax will impact
of Arkansas Asphalt
Arkansas’s quality of
Pavement Association
life and the safety of
(AAPA) Chairman.
the state’s roadways
He replaces Lance
going forward, as
Lamberth.
well as providing the
Mathis said, “I was
Arkansas Department
honored to serve as a
of Transportation
member of the Arkansas
(ARDOT) a secure and
Asphalt Pavement
predictable highway
Association, then its Viceconstruction and
Chairman and now as its
maintenance funding
Chairman.”
source,” he said.
Park Estes, AAPA
Executive Director, said,
A Brighter Future
“We believe Max Mathis
Basically, Mathis said,
is the right fit and the
the temporary one-half
right person to serve
percent sales tax voters
as Arkansas Asphalt
approved in 2012 was
Pavement Association
made permanent, and
Newly named Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association Board Chairman,
Chairman at this time. He Max Mathis, and his wife Stephanie.
will result in an estimated
brings a strong financial
$206 million for state
background that will strengthen this industry as we move
work, while counties and cities will see about $44 million
forward.”
each.
The Chairman position hasn’t always been an easy
The passage of Issue 1, now Amendment 1, will have a
seat to fill, especially with federal and state funding often
long-term impact on ARDOT, giving the state a secure and
in short supply. As a matter of fact, state funding had
steady highway construction and maintenance funding
declined for a number of reasons, but in particular because stream.
vehicles were getting better gas mileage, Mathis said.
Mathis said, “Arkansas’s counties and cities will gain an
So, while the feds debated and stalled, Arkansas’s voters
additional $88 million each year.”
took action and passed Issue 1, a permanent, dedicated
Much of the money will fund a second Connecting
roadway funding source.
Arkansas Program (CAP), but without the restrictions of
As part of the AAPA’s effort of Issue 1, Mathis
the original program. The funding can be used on any type
6 | AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021

MAX MATHIS NAMED AAPA CHAIRMAN
Amendment 1, but they weren’t alone. The entire Arkansas
of road anywhere in the state, while the original program
Asphalt Pavement Association Board and its members
restricted spending to major four-lane highways.
worked tirelessly.
This is possibly “one of the most important decisions
“It was a tremendous effort on the part of the industry,
the voters have made in recent history…This measure has
and at the end of the day, we did what was best for the
a tremendous amount of value. It’s amazing what a road
taxpayer and the traveling public. I was so proud to be a
can do, take the Fayetteville area for example over the last
three decades. Business and opportunities have exploded,” part of this effort,” Mathis said.
He hopes the economic news is a great counterbalance,
Mathis said.
after a year marked by COVID-19 shut downs and
“I’ve learned from the best,” and this includes D.B.
construction delays, especially early in the pandemic,
Hill, III, of D.B. Hill Contractors Inc., Mathis said. “Max
when there was much uncertainty.
reached out to me and I take great joy in sharing what I
Mathis, whose wife, Stephanie, is a registered nurse
know to the next generation, especially to someone like
working on the frontlines,
Max. I’m confident in the
took the coronavirus seriously
job he’s doing at Blackstone
“[Issue
1]
will
create
jobs
both professionally and
and the experience and
insight he brings to the
and spur economic activity in personally. Mathis also
worried about his two sons in
Arkansas Asphalt Pavement
every
city
and
county,
and
all
college.
Association board. He
Blackstone was cautious
brings a different point of
across the state people are
protected its workforce.
reference and a new, fresh
seeing improvements and new and
Early in the pandemic and
perspective. It will benefit
construction. It’s an exciting the statewide shut down, he
us in incalculable ways,” Hill
said, “We just didn’t know the
said.
time
for
Arkansas.”
impact.”
Mathis now has about
That was about a year ago,
11 years’ experience in
and Mathis said the country
asphalt construction, but his
is beginning to move again. “It was a challenging year, but
two decades as a banker prior to his career move allows
the optimism is building. I think we’re on the upswing,” he
him to see Amendment 1 as a long-term investment that
said.
the state’s citizens are making for themselves and their
children.
From Hoops to Highways
“Reliable funding will pay big dividends,” he said.
Mathis attended Arkansas Tech University at
For the next decades, he said, “It will create jobs and
Russellville
on a four-year basketball scholarship.
spur economic activity in every city and county, and all
He played power forward, and was named NAIA
across the state people are seeing improvements and new
League All-American player for three years, from 1989-90
construction. It’s an exciting time for Arkansas,” Mathis
through 1992-93. They won the Arkansas Intercollegiate
said.
Conference AIC his senior year.
It’s more than just about building or maintaining our
“I was fortunate. There were some excellent players on
roads. He said, “We will build better or be able to maintain
a safer roadway system, and this will attract new industries that team and we won a lot of games,” Mathis said.
He also earned a degree in economics and finance, and
and businesses.”
after graduation went to work for First Commerce Bank,
But the payoff doesn’t end there.
now Regions Bank. He remained in the banking game
Like so many parents across the state, Mathis hopes
until 2010.
this will result in more educational and economic
About that time, Luke Duffield and David Duffield,
opportunities.
Blackstone owners, asked him to join their team.
“It could ultimately provide our kids with a reason to
By the way, Mathis remains on the Regions Board of
stay home and raise their families here,” he said.
Directors to this day.
It’s a competitive business and over the first few days at
Private and Public Partnerships
Blackstone he experienced culture shock, but he adjusted.
In particular, Lamberth and Estes “did a brilliant job”
“I didn’t look back.”
when it came to educating the public on the benefits of
AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021 | 7

BOARD INDUCTIONS

AAPA Board Inductions

The new board members are inducted
by Park Estes, AAPA Chairman.

New Chairman Max Mathis (right) presents a
gift to Past Chairman Lance Lamberth (left),
thanking him for leading AAPA through the
year of the pandemic.

The newly-inducted AAPA 2021-2022 Board of Directors
Back row (from left to right): Rex Vines (ARDOT); Steve Frisbee (ARDOT); Park Estes (AAPA); Tim Gorman (Rogers
Group); Murry Cline (APAC-Central); Max Mathis (Blackstone); Lance Lamberth (Atlas); Guy Washburn (Cranford)
Front row (from left to right): Craig Kellmann (RazorRock); John Broadaway (Asphalt Producers); Lane Loper (Lion
Oil); Brad Marotti (Delta); Steve Thweatt (Lion Oil); Jason McDonald (Riggs); Benson Cashion (Cashion Co.); D.B. Hill,
III
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ARDOT LEADERSHIP UPDATE

ARDOT Names New
Deputy Director and Chief Engineer
By Deborah Horn
It’s possibly
one of the most
exciting times
at the Arkansas
Department of
Transportation
(ARDOT) – as well
as one of the most
challenging — as
Rex Vines steps
into their Deputy
Director and Chief
Engineer position.
He was officially
named to the job
April 10.
Last November,
the Arkansas voters
passed Issue 1, now Amendment 1. It makes permanent
the 2012 temporary half-percent sales tax.
“It couldn’t have come at a better time. It allows us
to handle the state’s infrastructure needs, instead of
continuing proving that we have a need.”
According to state estimates, the tax should result
in an annual estimated $206 million for state road and
bridge work. It will have a long-term impact on ARDOT’s
ability to plan and complete new construction and upkeep
already existing roadways.
The tax “doesn’t give us unlimited spending, so we have
to prioritize projects going forward. It’s important that we
work in partnership with the industry, finding better ways
to provide a quality product,” Vines said.
But he expects to stay busy.
Steve Frisbee, who has worked with Vines for years on
several projects and was promoted to ARDOT Assistant
Chief Engineer for Operations, was promoted at the same
time, and said that Vines is the right man for the job.
“He molded me into who I am,” Frisbee added.
10 | AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021

Lorie Tudor,
ARDOT Director,
said, “The recent
promotions of Rex
Vines and Steve
Frisbee brings with it
a sense of optimism
and anticipation
of a bright future
ahead for ARDOT.
The Department is
extremely fortunate
to have such highquality engineers
prepared to step up
and lead us forward.”
The New Job
Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said, “On behalf
of the association and its board members, congratulations,
Rex.”
Vines is a familiar face who has distinguished himself
since joining ARDOT nearly 30 years ago, and Estes
added, “Vines is a go-to guy when getting a project done
or just needing an answer to a question. He is smart,
dedicated and has the ability to handle the larger demands
that this office will require of him. As we move forward at
this time, his skill and vision will be needed.”
Vines’ career spans some of the department’s most
productive and innovative years, and he was a key part
of the Connecting Highway Program (CAP) and the
Interstate Rehabilitation Program (IRP).
Both programs were critical, including the rehab
of I-40, the redesign of and construction of the Big
Rock Interchange at I-630 and I-430 and more, and
transforming many of the state’s two-lane roads into
modern, safely divided highways.
Vines’ position will be critical as the STIP, or the

ARDOT LEADERSHIP UPDATE

Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program, gets underway, Estes said.
Vines said, “It’s exciting to have the
current opportunities and I feel certain
we will meet any challenges. I can’t
imagine a better time, and I can’t wait to
see what the future holds.”
More Info
Vines earned a bachelor’s degree
in engineering with an emphasis in
civil engineering from Arkansas State
University, and he is a Registered
Professional Engineer.
His career with the Department
began in 1993 as a Civil Engineering
Technician in the Wynne Resident
Engineer Office. He was promoted to the
Assistant Resident Engineer position in
Texarkana in 2000.
The following year, he was promoted to Resident
Engineer in Osceola, and was advanced to District
Construction Engineer in August 2004.
He was then named District Maintenance Engineer in
June 2008 and to District Engineer in Wynne in August
2014. He was promoted to Assistant Chief Engineer of
Operations in March 2019.
Vines married Kim nearly 28 years ago, and together
they raised two sons. Now that the kids are out of the
house, Vines said he has a little more time to play golf.

SAVE THE DATE!

AAPA
Young Leaders Event
October 3-5, 2021
Branson, MO
Educational & Networking
Opportunities

Registration info coming soon!
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ARDOT Names New Assistant Chief Engineer
By Deborah Horn
It was the career opportunity of
a lifetime, Steve Frisbee said about
working on the construction of a new
interstate in Southwest Arkansas. But
now, he’s been tapped for a second.
On April 10, Frisbee was
named Arkansas Department of
Transportation (ARDOT) Assistant
Chief Engineer for Operations,
stepping into the position left vacant
Rex Vines
by Rex Vines, who was named
Deputy Director and Chief Engineer the same day.
The job oversees ARDOT’s construction, maintenance,
and materials activities.
Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said, “The AAPA
board congratulates Steve Frisbee on his promotion to
ARDOT Assistant Chief Engineer for Operations. Well
done, Steve.”
Both Vines and Frisbee have worked together in the past,
including the planning and construction of about 40 miles
of Interstate 49 from Louisiana to Texarkana.
“It’s rare to build a new interstate from scratch. It was a
great learning opportunity,” Frisbee said.
He has worked in almost every area of the state, and has
been involved in a number of diverse projects. More than
just an engineer with experience on the drawing board,
Frisbee has put boots on the ground.
“I’ve worked in the field with contractors,” when involved
in bridge and roadway work. The private sector brings a
different perspective and considerations, and “We have to
work hand-in-hand to successfully complete a project,”
Frisbee said.
He strives to bring the “field perspective” into the
engineering design, planning, research and management
decision making processes.
Vines said Frisbee caught his
attention when new on the job.
The two were working
together on a “tough” bridge
design, and Vines said, “Steve
was able to visualize the problem
in his head and came up with a
solution. I thought, ‘This kid is
smart.’”
“Frisbee completely immerses
himself in a project,” and
moreover, Vines said, “Steve is a
12 | AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021

people person and has a great work ethic.
“The Department is extremely fortunate to have such
high-quality engineers prepared to step up and lead us
forward,” said ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor.
Last November, Arkansas voters passed Issue 1, which
makes the temporary one-half percent sales tax voters
approved in 2012 permanent.
It should result in an estimated $206 million for state
work annually, and have a long-term impact on ARDOT’s
ability to complete new construction projects and upkeep
already existing roadways.
“It’s an exciting time…There will be a number of projects
going on around the state,” Frisbee said.
Along with Vines, Tudor said, Frisbee “brings with him a
sense of optimism and anticipation of a bright future ahead
for ARDOT.”
It will be needed as the department moves through this
decade and into the next.
A little background info
Frisbee earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering
from the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville in 1996, and
he is a Registered Professional Engineer.
Starting in 1993, he spent the next four summers
working as an Engineering Student Intern before joining
ARDOT in January 1997 as a Civil Engineer I at the
Resident Engineer Office #34 in Texarkana.
After following ARDOT’s engineering career path, he
was promoted to Assistant Resident Engineer in October
2001 and then promoted to Resident Engineer in Texarkana
the next year.
In August 2008, he was named District 1 Construction
Engineer in East Arkansas and five years later, he was
promoted to District 3 Engineer in Southwest Arkansas.
Prior to being named
Assistant Chief Engineer,
he was the Division Head of
Transportation Planning and
Policy.
Frisbee married his North
Little Rock high school
sweetheart, Ginger, and
together they have moved to
various parts of the state to
accommodate Frisbee’s job.
They’re busy raising three
children and enjoy traveling.

ARDOT PERPETUAL PAVEMENT AWARD

The Arkansas Department of Transportation has been
named a winner of The Asphalt Pavement Alliance’s 2020
Perpetual Pavement Award for SH-1, Section 17 (MM 0.00
to MM 2.85) in Craighead County.

This prestigious award recognizes asphalt pavements
which have been designed and built with outstanding care
and exceptional quality.

AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021 | 13
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - GARRETT X & DECCO

Garrett X was established in 1950 by Irvin Garrett
and has proudly served Central Arkansas for the past 71
years. In 2020, Garrett X acquired Decco Contracting and
Paving, a company established in 1970 which has served
Northwest Arkansas for the past 51 years. This formed the
Garrett X family of businesses.
Garrett X is currently owned by Grant Garrett (CEO),
Gerald Gregory (COO), Sean O’Keane (CFO), Joe Kilzer
(VP of Central AR Operations), and Eric Covington (VP
of NWA Operations)
Currently, Garrett X has approximately 250 employees,
comprised of six companies: Garrett X, GX Materials, GX
Underground, Decco X, Decco Materials, and GX Trucking. A variety of services are offered, including excavation, asphalt, asphalt production, aggregate and materials,
trucking, concrete and utilities to cover any size of job.

“Both of our
companies have
been family
owned for the past
50+ years. This
provides us with an
outstanding culture
that represents
our values.”
– Gerald Gregory (COO)

Garrett X services the state of Arkansas and surrounding areas, with primary focus on Central and NW Arkansas. Decco has been serving Northwest Arkansas and the
surrounding region since 1970.
Today, the Garrett X family of businesses offers full-service capabilities in a variety of industries across the state.
In 2019, Garrett X established a non-profit foundation
called The Irvin and Mary Garrett Share it Forward Foundation. The focus of our Foundation is to help our employees in times of need, help our children, and help foster care
children. This past Christmas, Garrett X provided Christmas gifts for over 400 foster kids in Central and Northwest
Arkansas.
We are proud to be part of AAPA, as the education and
legislative focus are invaluable to our industry. However,
the best part of AAPA is the relationships we have established with our friends in the business.

“Our core values
run deep in our
business; this is
who we are as
a company. We
strive to be ‘Best on
Earth’; this simply
means our goal is to
have the best performance,
the best culture, and the
best relationships.”
– Sean O’Keane (CFO)
AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021 | 15

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - GARRETT X & DECCO

“My dad started
this company with
one backhoe and
one dump truck,
and we have been
blessed to see
Decco grow into
one of the premier full-service
site work contractors in the NWA
region. Merging with Garrett X
has allowed us to expand beyond
our existing capabilities and offer
more services to
our customers in NWA.”
				
– Eric Covington
(VP of NWA Operations)

Our Core Values

16 | AAPA 2nd Quarter 2021

“Our mission is to
move the hearts
and minds of
people. Our goal is
to honor what has
been given to us by
impacting the lives
of our employees,
customers, and community.
Our business provides us
the ability to help
people. We call this
‘Profit for a Purpose’.”
			 – Grant Garrett (CEO)

AQI MEETING RECAP

AAPA and ARDOT Discuss Density, PWL, and More
At the AQI meeting on March 30, 2021, ARDOT and AAPA met over Zoom to discuss several topics, including Pro
VAL, PWL, Density, E-Ticketing, and more. AQI meetings began in 2017, and the mission has always been to facilitate
communication by asking: does it improve quality, speed delivery, or enhance safety? The dates for other 2021 AQI
meetings will be sent out as soon as possible, and we hope to be able to meet in person. Stay tuned!

AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2021
APAC-Central
Asphalt Producers, LLC
Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
Blackstone Construction, LLC
The Cashion Company
Cranford Construction Co.
Creative Design Concepts
Crisp Contractors Inc.
Delta Asphalt
Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions
Forsgren, Inc.
Hutchens Construction
Kiewit
Koss Construction
Lion Oil Co.
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.
Redstone (Asphalt Products, LLC)
Riggs CAT
Smackover Paving Co.

YOUR LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE FORCE.
POWERED BY EMPLOYEE-OWNERSHIP.
We’re a 100% employee-owned multi-faceted contractor
operating in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma who
thrives on delivering complex heavy civil projects by developing
innovative infrastructure solutions.
ASPHALT PAVING & SALES
COMMERCIAL

BASEROCK INSTALLATION & GRADING

HEAVY HIGHWAY

RESIDENTIAL

CHIP SEAL
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Q & A WITH JESSIE JONES

Ardot’s Jessie Jones
The Importance of Investing
in Infrastructure
Tell me about your career journey at ARDOT. How did
you start, and how did you get where you are today?
I started in the Bridge Division after graduating from
Arkansas State University in 2002. In 2003, I participated
in ARDOT’s graduate assistantship program and went to
the University of Arkansas to pursue my Master of Science
in Civil Engineering degree. After obtaining my master’s
degree, I began working in the Planning and Research
Division shortly after returning to the Department in
2004. I worked in various positions prior to becoming the
first Division Head of Transportation Planning and Policy
in 2013. Last year, I was fortunate to move over to the
Program Management Division.
You were recently
named head of
ARDOT’s Program
Management Division.
Can you tell me about
any challenges this new
position has brought?

Management, I had some understanding of what the
division was responsible for and how it was organized.
However, it wasn’t until I actually took part in the
day-to-day operations that I understood the magnitude
of the responsibilities. People say, “You never know
until you walk in someone else’s shoes.” Being able to
experience yet another side of the Department has been
exciting and valuable. In Program Management, one
of the challenges is meeting the needs in a financially
constrained environment. There is not a single project
that can’t benefit from having additional funding for
betterments. However, we have to focus on the primary
purpose of the project while keeping in mind the limited
resources. With the passage of Issue 1, I am excited about
the future of our state’s
transportation system.
I am also well aware of
our responsibility of
delivering results.
What difficulties have
you faced in your
career during the
pandemic? Has anything
unexpectedly good come
out of all this?

Let me start off
by saying the timing
was interesting when
I moved to Program
Management. It was
at the beginning
of the pandemic.
Certainly during this
past year, managing
the division remotely
was one of the biggest
challenges. Although
Teams and Zoom work
wonderfully, they can
never replace in-person
interactions. Prior to
coming to Program

Starting a new position
during the pandemic has
not made the transition
easy. I like to see and feel
to learn about the people
and the environment.
Because most of the staff
members are working
from home, we have to
rely on technology to
stay connected. Like I
mentioned earlier, no
technology can replace
Jessie and her sister at Hawksbill Crag.
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Q & A WITH JESSIE JONES

in-person interactions.
I am very much looking
forward to seeing
everyone in person in
the near future. It is not
surprising that working
remotely has forced all of
us to embrace technology
and be intentional to stay
connected. I am proud
of our team that has
worked so well together
even remotely to deliver
essential services without
skipping a beat.

The future is bright
for this industry.
Transportation touches
everyone’s life every day.
Just think about how you
get to work, how milk
and bread get onto your
grocery store’s shelves,
or how your kids get to
the ball field. Investing in
infrastructure continues
to be a focus in the state
as well as nationally. It is
evident with the passage
of Issue 1. Arkansans
agree that we need to
When and why did you
continue investing in our
become interested in
transportation system. In
engineering?
the past several years, the
Highway Commission
Jessie and her father.
I have to credit my
and ARDOT have put a
interest in engineering to
major focus on system
my father. He used to design petroleum pipelines and
preservation. Our transportation system is the backbone
off-shore platforms. Prior to retiring, he was teaching
of our economy. Keeping our highways in a state of good
engineering in a college. When I was growing up, he
repair will help us meet our mission of supporting our
always made sure that I did well in math and science.
state’s economy and enhancing quality of life.
There is an old Chinese saying: “Do well in math and
science, you can conquer the world with no fear.” When I
Anything else you would like AAPA members to know?
was graduating from high school, there was a tremendous
need for transportation engineers. Since I was good at
Well, I was born and raised in China. I graduated from
math and science, I just sort of fell into this field.
an engineering college in China prior to coming to US.
To be able to hold a professional engineering license in
Who has inspired you the most along the way?
Arkansas, I went back to school to get an engineering
degree from Arkansas State University. Taking 19 hours
My parents inspire me the most. They taught me
a semester was pretty hectic, but I was able to graduate
work ethic, responsibility, diligence, integrity, and most
Summa Cum Laude in a year and a half.
importantly love. I would not be who I am without them.
As a woman, have you found it challenging to work in
this field? Why or why not?
Not really. I believe regardless which field you are in or
which gender you are, it would be challenging if you want
to succeed.
What, in your opinion, is the future of the asphalt/
transportation industry?

ALL ABOUT JESSIE
Hometown: Guilin, China
Family: I have a 16-year-old son, John.
Hobbies: Hiking and traveling
Favorite place to travel: Probably China. There are so many
beautiful places that I have not visited.
Favorite restaurant: Chi’s
Favorite movie/series: Downton Abbey and Victoria on PBS
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ROADS
LEAD TO
WHAT’S
IMPORTANT.
It’s not just about getting from Point A to Point B.
It’s about having the freedom to get out there,
live your life, and make memories happen.
At Ergon, we’re proud to deliver the right paving,
preservation, and maintenance and solutions
designed to keep your road networks safe and
strong. Because you have places to go and
people to see. Don’t let inferior road conditions
get in the way of life’s adventures.
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AAPA 2021 Regional
and Statewide Paving
Award Winners
(* denotes Statewide winner)

Multi-Lane
Region 1: Atlas Asphalt, Inc.*
Region 2: D&J Construction Co.
Region 3: Rogers Group, Inc.
Region 4: APAC-Central, Inc.
Region 5: Cranford Construction Co.
		
Two Lane Highway-ADT Greater than 2000
Region 1: APAC-Tennessee, Inc.
Region 2: Jet Asphalt & Rock Co.*
Region 3: CK Asphalt, LLC
Region 4: Hutchens Construction
Region 5: Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
		
Two Lane Highway-ADT Less than 2000
Region 2: Cranford Construction Co.
Region 4: Twin Lakes Quarries*
State Aid Roads – County
Region 1: Asphalt Producers LLC
Region 2: Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel Co.
Region 3: Rogers Group, Inc.*
Region 4: Marion County Paving
Region 5: Cranford Construction Co.
		
State Aid Streets – City
Region 1: M&T Paving & Construction Co.
Region 2: Cranford Construction Co.*
Region 3: CK Asphalt, LLC
Region 4: Twin Lakes Quarries
Region 5: Cranford Construction Co.
Pavement Preservation
Region 1: Delta Asphalt of Arkansas*
Region 2: M&T Paving & Construction Co.
Region 3: Salt Creek Paving & Construction
Region 4: Marion County Paving
Region 5: Marion County Paving

2021 Unique/Commercial Award Winners
Commercial Parking Facility: Barrows Excavating &
Hutchens Construction
Local Road/Street: Crossland Heavy Contractors &
APAC-Central, Inc.

An Arkansas based custom
software company

Asphalt specific software
offerings:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repair and Maintenance
ARDOT approved
ticketless system
Asphalt plant ticket
board
Astec plant integration
Time cards
Lab testing
Kent McCoy
(832)330-6257

kent@redpointegroup.com

P.O. Box 9023 • 319 W Main St. Suite B
Russellville, AR 72811
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NAPA AWARDS

AAPA Member
Wins NAPA Awards
Congratulations to Delta Asphalt for winning two
NAPA Quality in Construction Awards!
The National Asphalt Pavement Association’s Awards Program recognizes those in the industry who achieve excellence.
NAPA’s Quality in Construction Awards recognize high-quality asphalt paving projects. Quantifiable data in four categories – gradation, AC content, air voids, and density – is rated by independent engineers. The very best projects are
honored annually so the industry can promote asphalt pavements.

Job # 100874 Cache River - Hwy. 62 (S)
Delta Companies Inc.,
Paragould, Arkansas
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Job# A00002 Hwy. 61 - Hwy. 158 (S)
Delta Asphalt of Arkansas, Inc.,
Paragould, Arkansas

2020 AAPA PAVING AWARDS

2020 Paving Awards

Region 4 Multi-Lane – APAC-Central
Steve Frisbee, Murry Cline, Rex Vines

Statewide Winner –
Region 1 Multi-Lane – Atlas Asphalt
Steve Frisbee, Lance Lamberth, Rex Vines

Statewide Winner – Region 4 Pavement Preservation –
Blackstone Construction
Steve Frisbee, Max Mathis, Rex Vines

Statewide Winner – Region 5 Two Lane Highway-ADT
Greater than 2000 – Cranford Construction
Steve Frisbee, Lance Lamberth, D.B. Hill, III,
Guy Washburn, Rex Vines
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2020 AAPA PAVING AWARDS

Statewide Winner –
Region 3 State Aid County – CK Asphalt
Wesley Weber, Kimberly Weber, Kenneth Silver

Region 2 Multi-Lane – Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Cameron Cogbill, Rainey Pierce, Park Estes

Statewide Winner
Region 4 Two Lane Highway-ADT Less than 2000 – Forsgren Inc.
Steven Nickell, James Nelson, Ken Wilson, Pete Nemeth
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2020 AAPA PAVING AWARDS

Statewide Winner –
Region 3 State Aid City – Crow Group
Park Estes, Brian Rohlman

Region 5 State Aid County – Rogers Group
Steve Frisbee, Tim Gorman, Rex Vines

Statewide Winner – Region 4 Two Lane Highway-ADT
Less than 2000 – Forsgren Inc.
Park Estes, Kevin Kelton, Vic Braddy

Region 4 State Aid County – Hutchens Construction
Brandon Finn, Park Estes
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ARDOT PERSONNEL

Rochelle Blue Named
Staff Construction Engineer –
Construction Division
Rochelle Blue has been selected
for the Staff Construction Engineer
in the Construction Division effective
March 13, 2021.
Blue has a bachelor’s degree in
civil engineering from Texas A &
M University. She is a Registered
Professional Engineer.

Blue began her career with the Department in August
1996 as a Civil Engineer I in RE #23 in Pine Bluff. She
followed the civil engineering career path and promoted
to Assistant Resident Engineer in RE #21 in Monticello
in August 2000. Blue promoted to her current position of
Resident Engineer in RE #32 in Hope in July 2002.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER!

Kemp Quarries
Interested in becoming
an AAPA member?
Go to www.arasphalt.com to view
our member categories and fill out
an applicationor contact the office
at office@arasphalt.com.

DALE COLE

CHAIRMAN & CEO

BORIS DOVER
PRESIDENT & COO

First Community Bank is proud to be
the recipient of the Forbes 2020 BESTIN-STATE BANKS for Arkansas!

www.firstcommunity.net

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas
State Highway & Transportation Officials, County Judges, City Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers
and other industry allies.

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.
Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.
Full Page (7.50” wide X 10” tall): $650 per issue
Half Page (7.50” wide X 5” tall): $550 per issue
Third Page (2.75” wide X 10” tall): $450 per issue
Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue
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Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to:
office@arasphalt.com
If you do not have a completed ad, we will set your ad
for you for $25. Please submit your ad copy in one of the
following formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with any
photos/logos to be included in the ad. You will receive an
emailed ad proof to approve.
P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221
(501) 219-1100 • FAX: (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com
office@arasphalt.com

APAC-Central, Inc.

manhattanroadandbridge.com

Producers of Quality
Materials and Construction

• Aggregates
• Asphalt
• Ready Mix
• Construction

• Portable Crushing
• Heavy Highway
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential
Proudly serving
Oklahoma,
Western Arkansas and
Southwest Missouri
Sales:
AR, MO - 479.788.6342
OK - 918.438.2020
Construction:
AR - 479.587.3300
OK - 918.438.2020
Main Office
479.587.3300
Toll Free: 877.920.2722
www.apaccentralinc.com

Safety First Always

PAVING THE WAY FOR
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.
Cranford Construction Company is
Central Arkansas’ leading producer of
quality asphalt. Call today and put
our team to work for you.
Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379
Benton, AR 72018

501-315-6833

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION
• CHIP SEALING
• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS
• GRADING AND BASE WORK
• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

It’s time to start
breaking ground.
Excavation - Asphalt
Concrete - Utilities
2000 S. 1st St. Rogers, AR 72758
479.636.5516
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