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     As my old preacher used to say, “There is no such 
thing as a bad, short sermon…” This will be my last 
brief message as AAPA Chairman. I want to thank 
everyone who has made this past year a very special 
one for me. I truly feel that timing has a lot to do 
with the failure and/or success of anything. If you 
think about it, timing is the one variable that is hard 
to predict and control. The timing of the passing 
of Issue 1 and the signing and implementation of 
the Partnering Agreement with ARDOT happened 
during my tenure as chairman. My old college teammates might argue that I 
would try to take credit for that. The much older me understands that timing 
is the choice, judgment, or control of when something should be done. There 
are a lot of talented people within our organization who have spent countless 
hours in collaboration with ARDOT’s talented people taking the necessary 
steps to ensure that the funding for Arkansas infrastructure was in place 
and that partnering between ARDOT and our industry becomes the norm 
instead of the 
exception.  
     I want to 
thank all our 
AAPA board 
members, 
our Executive 
Director Park 
Estes, and 
Kathryn at Best 
Management. It 
truly has been a 
team effort. As 
I watched the 
Razorbacks win 
against Auburn, 
I was reminded 
that teamwork 
is the key to success in anything. Timing and knowing what role you play on 
the team determines your path to success. Goal-setting and actually doing 
what you say you’re going to do still means something. Compromise is not a 
sign of weakness but by definition is an agreement or settlement of a dispute 
that is reached by each side making concessions. Finally, capitalizing on pos-
itive momentum can help the team and our Association achieve our mutual 
goals.  
     It has been a great run! I have learned a lot, and more importantly I still 
have a lot to learn about this business. As my old coach would always say, 
“When you’re through improving, you are through!” Let’s make 2022 the 
best year yet!

       - Max Mathis

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

“There are a lot of talented 
people within our organization 

who have spent countless hours 
in collaboration with ARDOT’s 

talented people taking the 
necessary steps to ensure 

that the funding for Arkansas 
infrastructure was in place and 

that partnering between ARDOT 
and our industry becomes the 

norm instead of the exception.”

ON THE COVER:  Arkansas gubernatorial candidate Sarah Huckabee Sanders with 
the AAPA 2021-2022 Board of Directors at the 2022 AAPA Quality Conference.
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state work, while counties and cities will see about $44 
million each.
     “The passage of Issue 1, now Amendment 1, will have a 
long-term impact on ARDOT, giving the state a secure and 
steady highway construction and maintenance funding 
stream. Their main revenues had declined over the last 
decades, but this reverses this trend,” Estes said.
     This measure, along with additional federal funding, 
is a unique opportunity for Arkansas to make significant 
improvements to its infrastructure, and Mathis said, “We’re 
ready to get to work.”

Talking New Federal Funding Bill
     Arkansas’s infrastructure programs will get a big 
funding bump, possibly $3.6 billion over the next few 
years.
     “It’s huge” – that’s how conference 
speaker Vivien Hoang, FHWA (Federal 
Highway Administration) Division 
Administrator of the Arkansas Division, 
described the $1.2 trillion Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Bill passed by the U.S. 
House and Senate last November during 
her conference session, “FHWA Update.”
     Hoang said that $303.5 billion goes to the Federal 
Highway Administration, including $90 billion to fund the 
Highway Trust Fund.
     “That will keep us from going back to the U.S. Congress 
and asking for money for several years,” she said.
It also guarantees $550 billion for the following areas: 
highways, bridges, public transit, passenger rail, bridges, 
drinking water, clean energy transmission and electric 
vehicle infrastructure, and high-speed internet. 
     “Big projects could include intermodal and other 
regional, significant projects,” she said.
     This money will create about 200 million American jobs 
annually. Additionally, it will offer “new (infrastructure 
improvement) opportunities for local governments and 
other entities,” Hoang said.
     State will oversee funding handouts, she said.

     By noon, the ballroom inside the Embassy Suites in 
Little Rock was filled with about 180 guests, with another 
95 watching online, as the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s (AAPA) 2022 Quality Asphalt Paving 
Conference’s featured speaker, Sarah Huckabee Sanders, 
took the stage.
     The unopposed 2022 Arkansas Republican 
gubernatorial candidate received a standing ovation, and 
in closing, she said, “I would love to lean on this industry. 
We need all hands on deck if we want to change things in 
the state.”
     Earlier, Max Mathis, AAPA Chairman, welcomed 
all 275 attendees to the two-day 19th annual Quality 
Conference that was held Thursday, Jan. 7, and Friday, 
Jan. 8. “I want to thank everyone for being here. We had a 
fantastic lunch and a great message from Sarah Sanders,” 
Mathis said after Sanders left the stage.
     Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said, “I have a 
better understanding of your (Sanders’) platform.”
The audience consisted of industry leaders and ARDOT 
personnel, including Director Lorie Tudor and the 
highway commissioners, engineers and academia, along 
with large and small company owners from around the 
state and beyond.
     Dr. Kevin Hall, the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville’s Civil Engineering Department Professor 
of Infrastructure Engineering, was the conference’s 
moderator and a presenter.
     Last year’s conference was moved online after the 
state’s Covid-19 shutdown, but unlike in 2021, this year’s 
conference attendees were offered an in-person or online 
choice. Cranford Construction sponsored Zoom’s virtual 
format. 
     Mathis asked attendees to thank Cranford, saying, “It 
was important to the success of this conference.”
In spite of the pandemic, Issue 1 passed in November 
2020. 
     The temporary .5 percent sales tax voters approved in 
2012 for roadway improvements was made permanent, 
and will result in an estimated $206 million annually for 

AAPA Hosts 19th Quality Conference
By Deborah Horn

2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE
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staff,” and there’s real value in bringing the industry to the 
table. “We’ll all be better for it.”
Overall, the joint effort is proving to be “the ultimate 
partnership,” with the goal of building better, safer roads, 
Tudor said.
     Tudor finished by mentioning the workplace death of 
Kurt Jonathan Cottier in December.
     Sadly, Cottier is the face of a new ARDOT program, 
“Slow down, Phone down,” that rolled out Jan. 14. The 
state’s traffic laws must be enforced, and driver behaviors 
such as drinking, speeding, and texting need to change, 
Tudor said.

Building Quieter Roads
     In Danny Gierhart’s workshop titled “Achieving Smooth 
& Quiet Asphalt Pavements,” he talked about the public’s 
perception of a quality road and how to 
build a better product. 
     Drivers usually judge a roadway by its 
potholes or its smoothness, said Gierhart, 
the Asphalt Institute Southeastern 
Regional Engineer.
     They want long-lasting, quality roads 
for their tax money, and, he added, there 
are benefits to smooth roads.
     “Bad roads cost vehicle owners more money than good 
roads,” Gierhart said. These include better fuel efficiency 
by reducing rolling resistance, fewer vehicle repair costs, 
and less tire wear and tear. 
     There are ways the road builder can minimize bumps 
in the road during construction, he said. For example, 
Gierhart said, “Calculate the number of trucks needed 
during the day, and pace the paver speed to the delivery 
speed. It eliminates stops and starts and produces a 
smoother pavement.”
     Train employees to work within a scheduled delivery 
system and offer them coffee or a snack while waiting at 
the plant. This keeps them from stopping on their way to a 
delivery, he said. “Help your drivers do their jobs,” he said.
     In addition to better roads, smooth roads reduce noise 
as the tires move across the pavement’s surface. This can 
be achieved by better mixes, barriers and are facilitated 
more by mix specifications and agency policy than 
workmanship.
     Depending, he said, “It can drop the noise by 10 
decibels.” Also, there is a safety benefit that includes less 
glare from headlights and less spray during rain events, 
Gierhart said.
     Lastly, he added, “It saves money on future road 
rehabilitation.” 

Currently, the American—including Arkansas— asphalt 
industry is shorthanded, and there’s money to help 
alleviate the skilled employee shortage.
Much of what the law allows isn’t clear, but it stresses buy 
America first when possible.
     In total, Arkansas could receive about $3.6 billion in 
funding through this program over the next five years.
“We’re waiting on more information. What’s included and 
what’s excluded, and as we get more information, we’ll be 
doing updates,” Hoang said.

ARDOT Addresses Issues
     At about the same time as Covid-19 shut down 
Arkansas, Lorie Tudor was named to 
ARDOT’s top spot. 
     The new Director, along with her staff, 
quickly adapted, and their work went 
on. About eight months later, Issue 1 was 
voted into law in November 2020 and 
ARDOT was guaranteed an “adequate” 
funding stream.
     It’s starting to make an impact.
This year, Tudor said, there are plans for about 7,000 
miles of road improvements, and in January 2022 alone, 
ARDOT oversaw the start of about $65 million in 
Pavement Preservation projects. 
     Additional 2022 Pavement Preservation planned 
projects include about $140 million work in February; 
about $100 million in April; and $125 million in May 
and beyond. In 2023, ARDOT has $1,010 million work 
scheduled. This includes about $280 million allotted 
for widening projects; about $385 million allotted for 
Pavement Preservation; about $40 million allotted for 
bridge preservation; about $200 million allotted for bridge 
replacement; about $35 million allotted for safety; and 
about $70 million allotted for other items.
     ARDOT plans to spend about $450 million in 2024, 
and about $450 million in 2025 on Pavement Preservation 
projects.
     A few days before Issue 1 passed, Tudor and AAPA 
Chairman Lance Lamberth, AAPA Executive Director 
Park Estes, and AAPA Past Chairman Murry Cline signed 
an AAPA and ARDOT Partnering Agreement Renewal.
The agreement is “one more tool” at ARDOT’s disposal, 
and encourages Arkansas contractors to get involved in the 
process from start to finish. 
     “We’re really working toward that goal, and asphalt 
companies have real-world lessons and work experience to 
share,” including in design and construction, she said.
Additionally, Tudor said, “We have a young engineering 

2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE
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involves achieving the right balance of thickness with 
stiffness in the asphalt mix, he said. Cracks from the 
bottom up can’t be paved over, and probably requires 
a major rebuild, and as well, moisture in the road’s 
foundation can cause damage. “It hurts the wallet,” 
Gierhart said. Top-down problems like surface cracking 
or rutting provide the engineers and builders with more 
options, and, Gierhart said, “It’s easier to correct and at 
less cost.” For more information about smooth roads or 
perpetual pavements, go to www.asphaltinstitute.org.

Let’s Focus on Safety
     In his portion of the conference, titled “Emergency 
Action Plans for Asphalt Plants,” David Miguel opened 
with the story and picture of a young 
intern who was in the water and feeding 
an alligator by hand.
     “Clearly, she didn’t learn anything at 
college,” he said while showing a picture 
of her in her graduation cap.
Another picture he flashed on the 
overhead projector captured the headline, 
“Lion escapes enclosure kills worker.”
Miguel said, “They didn’t have a plan.”
     Although he was talking about animal sanctuaries, 
Miguel said the same is often true for homeowners and 
asphalt construction plant owners.
     The time to design an emergency action plan for the 
workplace is before one happens, and keep in mind, he 
said, “You are the first line of defense.”
     Basically, company personnel know the operation and 
how it works, but the same can’t be said for local first 
responders who are often left waiting as the crew tries to 
free an injured person from heavy equipment or lifted to 
safety.
     “Fire departments have no experience in the asphalt 
construction industry. Invite the local emergency 
personnel to tour your operation. Not just for a feel-good 
look but a proactive event so they know what they’re up 
against,” Miguel suggested.
     Basic first aid kits are useless; opt for more expensive 
ones with a tourniquet and learn how to use it beforehand. 
“Think professionally. Develop a plan designed to respond 
quickly, a plan designed to save lives. Then practice it,” he 
said.
     It’s not just a one-and-done but “employees need to 
train repeatedly. The more you condition the brain the 
better a person will deal with an emergency situation,” 
Miguel said. “The time to take action is now.”

Perpetual Pavement Award
     ARDOT earned its 11th Asphalt Pavement Alliance 
(APA) Perpetual Pavement Award for a 2.85-mile section 
of two-lane road in 
Craighead County. It 
was built 44 years ago. 
     The award celebrates 
long-life asphalt 
pavements that reflect 
the characteristics of 
a Perpetual Pavement 
design. 
It’s presented for “high-
performing asphalt 
pavements that are at 
least 35 years old with 
proven structural design, 
have not suffered a structural failure, and have an average 
interval between resurfacing of no less than 13 years,” 
according to the APA.
     Engineers at the National Center for Asphalt 
Technology (NCAT) at Auburn University evaluate and 
validate the entries, which are expected to demonstrate 
the same characteristics as today’s Perpetual Pavement 
designs.
This includes excellence in design, quality in construction, 
and value to taxpayers.
     ARDOT was one of 12 award winners.

Building Long-Lasting Roads
     Not only did Gierhart open the educational portion of 
Thursday’s Quality Conference, he closed the day with a 
workshop titled “Designing for Perpetual Pavement.”
      “A perpetual pavement is designed and built to last 
longer than 50 years,” he said in his opening. While it 
sounds more expensive, that isn’t correct, and in fact, 
there’s not much difference between it and a regular road, 
he said.
     There are future benefits to designing this type of road, 
which includes long-term cost savings to the state and 
ultimately to the taxpayers, and it reduces the need to 
undertake major repair or rehab, Gierhart said.
     Other benefits require less traffic interruption because 
of fewer road shutdowns, and it lowers the environmental 
impact.
     “It can require only a mill and replace” at various points 
during the road’s lifetime, Gierhart said.
     Basically, a perpetual pavement is designed to eliminate 
potential deep pavement problems. In large part, it 

2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE
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Lower Gyrations, Better Quality?
     In Dr. Kevin D. Hall’s session titled “Workshop: Asphalt 
Mixture Design–Balanced Mixture Design; Reduced 
Design Gyrations,” he asked, “What are 
probably the two most common reasons 
an asphalt pavement fails?”
     Members of the audience were quick 
to answer: “cracking and rutting.”
     Currently, there is initial testing being 
done through the University of Arkansas 
at Fayetteville at several sites around the 
state to test the impact of “reducing gyrations” on design 
mixes, Hall said.
     According to some national studies, compaction 
with gyration with a superpave mix can possibly avoid 
problems such as variations in strength compared to 
impact compaction.
     “This isn’t new, but what if it gives us the ability to 
perfect our mixes?” Hall asked.

     Both Joe Plyler, ARDOT Resident 
Engineer, and Brandon Love, ARDOT 
Resident Engineer, reported on tests 
being conducted in their respective 
areas and the preliminary results.
     Love said, “Lower 
gyration packed in 
better,” but it wasn’t 

an “oh my gosh improvement. It didn’t 
negatively impact it.”
     They are also testing, Hall said, “What 
effect the aggregate type has on the 
process.”
     Hall said, “It won’t revolutionize asphalt pavement 
mixes in Arkansas, but it’s a national trend that we are 
taking a look at.”
     They want to understand if it is “able to improve asphalt 
durability and what effect it has on the lifecycle… What 
if we could do 125 miles instead of 100 miles using this 
method?” Hall asked.
     “We’re taking a serious look at reducing or lowering 
gyrations,” and, he added, the ultimate goal is extending 
the life of an asphalt pavement by minimizing cracking 
and rutting, and in turn saving the state money while 
producing a quality product.
     Hall said in closing, “We need to keep 
our eyes on the prize.”

Until the 2023 AAPA Conference
     Steve Frisbee, ARDOT Assistant 
Chief Engineer for Operations, closed 

the conference with a few words that reflected on the 
partnership that exists between the asphalt industry, 
AAPA members, and ARDOT. 
     “As have many of you in the past, I’ve attended the 
(AAPA) conference almost every year…Obviously, we 
learn a lot of technical info,” Frisbee said. “But why do we 
attend this conference?”
     Of course, ARDOT recommends it, but, he said, “It 
goes beyond that. What we gain the most is collaboration, 
teamwork and friendship,” Frisbee said.
     The annual AAPA conference embodies, builds on, and 
reinforces the industry’s core values such as workmanship, 
integrity, producing a quality product and placing a 
premium on safety and effective public service, he said.
Frisbee added, “Success and quality won’t happen without 
teamwork and collaboration. This makes us all more 
successful. From ARDOT, thank you for what you do 
every day. I look forward to a great construction season.”

A Final Note from AAPA’s Executive Director
     On Thursday afternoon, Park Estes, AAPA Executive 
Director, welcomed all 275 in-person and online 
conference attendees.
     “We have a good program and a good 
group, every seat is filled, and we have 
people from around the state watching 
online,” Estes said.
     AAPA’s annual Quality Asphalt Paving 
Conference is more than just a way of 
presenting information and updates on 
the latest research. Estes added, “It’s also an exchange of 
ideas and the sharing of best practices. It’s a great way to 
network and make friends with others in our industry. It 
makes our industry better, stronger, and it’s instrumental 
in helping us achieve our collective goal of building quality 
Arkansas roads. It’s key to the state’s future success,” he 
said.
     Near the end of the conference, Estes said, “I don’t 
know of a better time to be in the asphalt industry. It’s 
about more than Arkansas voters’ recent passage of the 
half-cent sales tax for our highways or the passage of the 
$1.2 trillion infrastructure bill, but we have great high-
way commissioners and ARDOT employees in place, and 
AAPA and asphalt industry leaders are committed. 
     We all have to get on board, and we have to work to-
gether. It’s the only way we’re going to get it done. What’s 
coming down the road is a great thing for our industry and 
for our state.”  

2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE
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Thank You
2022 Quality Conference Sponsors!
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2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE SPONSORS
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   Beyond educational reform, 
infrastructure expansion, and 
workforce preparedness, Arkansas’ 
2022 Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Sarah Sanders plans to 
do battle with the leftwing ideas 
coming out of Washington D.C., if 
elected.
Sanders, daughter of former Gov. 
Mike Huckabee, kicked off the 
Thursday opening of the Arkansas 
Asphalt Pavement Association’s 
(AAPA) 2022 Quality Asphalt 
Paving Conference as its featured speaker.
     “It’s my privilege to introduce her,” AAPA Chairman 
Max Mathis said.
     Sanders said she was “fighting back” against the radical 
ideas coming out of Washington, and “will buck the status 
quo.” She said she is against the Build Back Better plan.
“I want my kids to have the same, to experience the 
greatness of Arkansas,” she said.

A Big AAPA Welcome
     As Sanders approached the lectern, the audience gave 
her a standing ovation. They did the same when she left 
the stage. “I’m not used to walking into a friendly crowd,” 
Sanders said.
     Prior to returning to Arkansas and later declaring her 

bid for the 
Governor’s 
seat, Sanders 
was senior 
campaign 
advisor for 
then citizen 
and later 
President 
Donald 
J. Trump 
in 2016. 
She served 
as White 
House Press 
Secretary for 
him from 

2017 to 2019. Sanders is only the 
third woman, and the first mom, 
to hold that job.
     She was a trusted confidant 
of Trump for about two-and-
half years and advised him 
on everything from press and 
communications strategies to 
personnel and policy. 
     While in Washington, she 
worked with lawmakers and 
CEOs, battled the media, and 
accompanied Trump on every 

foreign trip.
     Trump described her as “irreplaceable,” a “warrior” and 
a “very special person with extraordinary talents, who has 
done an incredible job.”

Key Takeaways
     Following her remarks, Sanders took some prepared 
and some off-the-cuff questions from the audience.
     When asked about the state’s roadways and bridges, 
she said she supports the expansion of infrastructure, 
including safe roadways.
     It would pave the way for more economic development, 
including tourism. The candidate said the state’s approach 
to tourism is a “huge missed opportunity. We haven’t done 
a great job in branding ourselves. We can tell our own 
story,” Sanders said.
     In answer to a question concerning the workforce 
shortage that is currently hitting the asphalt industry 
hard, Sanders said she sees community colleges and trade 
schools focused on industry needs as possibly helping 
alleviate the problem.
     “Education ties into everything else we do…We’re not 
just failing our kids, we’re failing our state, our businesses,” 
she said.
     Her legacy, she said, she would like to be about 
transforming education, to help create a future of societal 
“contributors not drainers”.
     That will require quality infrastructure, and it will be a 
“top priority for my administration,” she said.
     “I would love to lean on this (the asphalt pavement) 
industry. We need all hands on deck if we want to change 
things in the state,” she said in closing. 

2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE

Sarah Huckabee Sanders is Guest Speaker 
at 2022 AAPA Conference

By Deborah Horn
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Riggs CAT
www.riggscat.com

Jason McDonald: 501-570-3152 / mcdonaldj@jariggs.com
Caterpillar Dealer for Arkansas offering Parts, Service, 

Sales, Rental, and Technology

Stribling Equipment, LLC
www.striblingequipment.com 
Jason Hooper: 501-602-1172

jason.hooper@striblingequipment.com 
John Deere construction equipment and Wirtgen, 

Hamm, Kleeman and Vogele full line products

2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE VENDORS

Purple Wave Auction
www.purplewave.com 

Penny Hughs: 866-608-9283 / association@purplewave.com 
Purple Wave specializes in liquidating equipment and 
vehicles through no-reserve public Internet auctions — 
providing the easiest and most straightforward way to buy 
and sell used equipment quickly and efficiently.

Zydex, Inc.
www.zydexindustries.com 

Bryan Atkins: 571-245-2387 / b.atkins@zydexindustries.com 
Zydex Industries has developed a revolutionary set of nan-
otechnology solutions for pavements that enables building 
moisture-resistant, durable & maintenance-free roads. We 
also offer fast action road pavement emulsions for speedy 
and better paving process.
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E.D. Etnyre
www.etnyre.com 

Tim Hoover: 660-580-0350 / THoover@etnyre.com
E.D. Etnyre & Co. proudly manufactures a wide range of 
equipment that serves the asphalt roadbuilding industry, 
from asphalt distributors to chip spreaders and storage 
tanks to trailers. Since 1898, we’ve continually set the bar 
for performance and reliability and paved the way for cus-
tomers’ success.

Astec, Inc.
www.astecindustries.com 

Richard Draheim: 423-867-4210 
 rdraheim@astecindustries.com

ASTEC was founded in 1972 with the vision to apply 
creative thinking and state-of-the-art technology to 
traditionally low-tech industries, bolstered by a corporate 
culture renowned for putting customer service first.

Arkansas State University
www.astate.edu 

Zahid Hossain: 870-680 4299 / mhossain@astate.edu 
The civil engineering program of ASU offers courses in 
all areas of civil engineering. The faculty is involved in 
research, solving engineering problems in the community, 
consulting work. These experiences are brought into the 
classroom so students receive a well-rounded educational 
experience. This includes learning the engineering theory 
as well as the practical application of the theory to real 
world problems.

Pacific Geosource
www.pacificgeosource.com

Allen Akowicz: 877-454-8096 / allen@pacificgeosource.com
No matter what stage your project is in when you engage 
our experts, be it planning, design, or construction, we 
stick by your side to see your project through to comple-
tion. We use the experience gained from navigating chal-
lenges on hundreds of projects around the country to help 
you make informed decisions about your pavements.
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2022 QUALITY CONFERENCE VENDORS

Van Keppel
www.vankeppel.com

Matt Pettit: 417-761-1097 / mpettit@vankeppel.com
Heavy equipment sales and support

Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions
www.ergon.com

Gene Arnold: 901-277-1700 / gene.arnold@ergon.com
Supplier of liquid asphalt grades, asphalt emulsions, and 

specialty asphalt blends.

We’re a 100% employee-owned multi-faceted contractor 
operating in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma who 
thrives on delivering complex heavy civil projects by developing 
innovative infrastructure solutions.

CHIP SEAL

ASPHALT PAVING & SALES

HEAVY HIGHWAYCOMMERCIAL

YOUR LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE FORCE.
POWERED BY EMPLOYEE-OWNERSHIP.

RESIDENTIAL

BASEROCK INSTALLATION & GRADING
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APAC-Central, Inc.APAC-Central, Inc.
APAC-Tennessee, Inc.APAC-Tennessee, Inc.

Atlas Asphalt, Inc.Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
Blackstone ConstructionBlackstone Construction

Cashion Co.Cashion Co.
Contractor’s SpecialtyContractor’s Specialty
Cranford ConstructionCranford Construction

Forsgren, Inc.Forsgren, Inc.
Hutchens/Emery SappHutchens/Emery Sapp

KiewitKiewit
Koss Construction Co.Koss Construction Co.

Riggs CATRiggs CAT
Rogers Group Inc.Rogers Group Inc.

Smackover Paving Co.Smackover Paving Co.

AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2022AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2022

AAPA SAFETY AWARDS  

     During the 2022 conference’s Safety Award for 
Excellence (SAFE) ceremony, Cindy Williams, the 
Safety Committee Chair, said AAPA was recognizing 
two companies for “their exceptional safety records and 
notable work in the asphalt construction industry this 
year.”
     Delta Asphalt of Arkansas was the 2022 winner in the 
Production category, and Rogers Group, Inc., was the 2022 
winner in the Work Zone category.

     “These are hard awards to win. Good job, guys,” said 
Park Estes.
     SAFE is a distinguished award presented by AAPA, 
developed to recognize the industry’s safety leaders who 
strive to maintain outstanding health and safety efforts. 
This awards program not only provides companies with 
the opportunity to share their success, but it helps others 
improve their programs, Williams said.  

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas – Production Category Winner Rogers Group, Inc. – Work Zone Category Winner

Time Striping Inc.Time Striping Inc.
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www.DeltaCos.com
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NEW HIGHWAY SAFETY CAMPAIGN

     The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT), 
together with Arkansas State Police (ASP) and Arkansas 
Highway Police (AHP), announced a new work zone 
safety campaign aimed at cracking down on reckless and 
distracted driving in work zones across the state. 
      The Slow Down, Phone Down campaign will deploy 
increased ASP and AHP patrols in work zones to watch 
for dangerous driving. The goal is to eliminate preventable 
accidents.

ARDOT, Arkansas State Police, Arkansas Highway 
Police Launch Statewide Work Zone Safety Campaign: 

‘Slow Down, Phone Down’

      In 2021, there were 2,140 crashes reported in Arkansas 
work zones – resulting in 16 fatalities and 54 serious 
injuries. 
      “The number of work zone accidents and injuries 
is rising at an alarming rate in Arkansas,” said ARDOT 
Director Lorie Tudor. “Even one injury in a work zone is 
one too many. We can all do our part to reverse this trend.” 
      ASP and AHP will be issuing citations to motorists 
observed using their phone, following too close, or 

Photos by Rusty Hubbard, ARDOT
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NEW HIGHWAY SAFETY CAMPAIGN

speeding through a work zone – all of which are illegal in 
Arkansas.   
     “As crews go about their jobs improving Arkansas 
highways, they deserve our best attempts to make their 
work environment as safe as possible,” said ASP Director 
Colonel Bill Bryant. “State Troopers will be lending 
support to the Arkansas Highway Police in their effort 
to stop motorists who ignore the rules of the road and 
endanger the lives of those working to make our highways 
better and safer.”         

     “It’s our duty to protect work zones, the men and 
women working within them, and the citizens driving 
through them,” said AHP Chief Jeff Holmes.  “We have 
zero tolerance for distracted and reckless driving. We hope 
this campaign makes it clear that we need people to slow 
down and put their phone down when entering a work 
zone.” 
      The Slow Down, Phone Down campaign will take 
place statewide and will target all motorists – including 
both commercial trucks and civilian vehicles. For more 
information, visit www.ardot.gov/slowdownphonedown/.

   “It’s our duty to protect work 
zones, the men and women 

working within them, and the 
citizens driving through them. We 
have zero tolerance for distracted 

and reckless driving.
— AHP Chief Jeff Holmes  
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Slow Down, Phone Down is a statewide work zone safety campaign urging  
drivers to slow down and put their phone down when entering a work zone. 
Not only are these the two most important measures we can take to prevent  
accidents in work zones, but speeding and/or using your phone in a work 
zone are illegal. Fines for traffic violations are doubled in work zones when 
workers are present.

ArDOT, Arkansas State Police and
Arkansas Highway Police are taking
action to stop this alarming trend. 

Beginning February 2022, Arkansas State Police and Arkansas  
Highway Police will have marked and low-profile patrols stationed  
in work zones across the state to crack down on reckless and  
distracted driving.

When an officer observes someone speeding, using their phone, 
or distracted driving in a work zone, the person will be pulled over 
and cited. This is a zero tolerance campaign. The rules are simple: 
slow down, phone down.

HOW DOES THE 
CAMPAIGN WORK?

WORK ZONE 
INCIDENTS & INJURIES 
ARE ON THE RISE:

THESE RULES APPLY  
WHEN WORKERS ARE  
PRESENT IN A WORK ZONE:

Fines double 
If a driver receives a citation for any moving  
traffic violations in a work zone, they will pay 
double the fine. 

Leave your phone alone  
Holding your phone to take a call, send a 
text, look up directions, or scroll social media 
counts as a moving traffic violation. Hands-free 
connections are a much safer option for  
communicating while driving.

Watch your speed 
When approaching a work zone, you will see  
orange barrels, cones, road work signs, etc. At 
this point, you can safely assume the speed limit 
will be significantly reduced. Slow down, put 
your phone down, and watch for posted speed 
limit signs.

Back off
Fender-benders are one of the most common 
types of collisions in work zones – and following 
too close is typically the cause. Use the  
3-second rule: Keep 3 seconds of distance 
between you and the car in front of you; add 
another second when driving in inclement 
weather; double the number of seconds  
when driving behind a large truck.

In 2018, more than 1,200 work zone crashes 
were reported in Arkansas. In 2021, the  
number jumped to more than 2,100.

In four years, work zone
crashes in Arkansas have 
increased by more than 70%. 

NEW HIGHWAY SAFETY CAMPAIGN
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL JOE DYKES AT 502-662-2565

NUCOR HICKMAN
7301 East County Road 142
Blytheville, AR 72310 
 Loading Hours: 7:30am - 4pm 

NUCOR YAMATO
5929 East State Highway 18
Blytheville, AR 72310
 Loading Hours: 7:30am - 4pm

TWO BLYTHEVILLE LOCATIONS
SERVICING THE TRI-STATE AREA
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Join us for the Chairman’s Reception and 
Slot Tournament on Tuesday evening 

and compete for prizes!

What can you expect at the 2022 AAPA 
Annual Convention on April 12-14?

On Tuesday, check into the new 
Oaklawn Racing Casino Resort 

(2705 Central Ave.) and stop by the 
registration desk for your gift!

Wednesday morning presentations will be given by 
Lorie Tudor,  Keli Wylie & David Foster,  followed by 
activity options that include golf at the Hot Springs 
Country Club or a guided tour of Garvan Gardens.

Thursday will close out 
the Convention with a 

presentation on Government 
Affairs by Ryan Lindsey, 

followed by the installation of 
the 2022-2023 AAPA Board 
and the presentation of the 
Statewide Paving Awards.  

Visit www.hotsprings.org for a list of offsite activities/events.

On Wednesday night, we will 
have a grand reception with 
buffet dinner and open bar, 

live and silent auction, and the 
always popular heads-or-tails 
game. Don’t forget to bring 

your auction items!

Register online at www.arasphalt.com
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NAPA’s THE ROAD FORWARD  

consumption of equipment during the construction 
phase.

I.  Explore opportunities to identify and establish new 
programs to aid in capital investments needed to 
achieve net zero.

RESEARCH & IMPLEMENTATION GAP
• Research technologies that would allow a 50% reduction 
in energy and associated emissions required to produce 
asphalt mixtures.

INDUSTRY GOAL #2
Partner with customers to reduce emissions through pave-
ment quality, durability, longevity, and efficiency
standards by 2050. Downstream Scope 3 Emissions

WHAT IT MEANS
The asphalt industry relies on customers and stakeholders 
to achieve net zero carbon emissions. Owners must ask 
for products and implement practices that lead to net zero 
emissions. NAPA commits to partnering with stakeholders
to achieve a sustainable business case for
these actions.

TACTICS
A. Educate owners on alternative construction scheduling 

to reduce emissions associated with work zone 
congestions.

B. Increase pavement life through expanded adoption of 
perpetual pavement design methodologies, improved 
construction practices, and pavement preservation.

C. Educate decision-makers and users on factors that 
influence rolling resistance.

D. Work with specifying agencies to develop contract 
incentives for actions that reduce emissions through 
improved pavement quality or improved vehicular fuel 
economy.

RESEARCH & IMPLEMENTATION GAPS
• Develop a framework for owners to optimize pavement 

maintenance to reduce vehicular emissions by 
maintaining pavement smoothness.

• Complete new research to further define the impact of 
pavement properties that affect rolling resistance.

THE CASE FOR NET ZERO EMISSIONS
     In November 2020, NAPA’s member leaders authorized 
the creation of a task force to formulate the asphalt 
industry’s goals and action plan related to carbon 
emissions. They understand a concerted industry-wide 
effort is necessary to address the issue — one that is certain 
to have profoundenvironmental, human, and business 
implications in the coming years. By accepting this 
challenge, we choose to work toward solving tomorrow’s 
problems today.
     NAPA guidance will help the asphalt industry 
proactively reduce carbon emissions to ensure long-term 
viability and prosperity. 

INDUSTRY GOAL #1
Achieve net zero carbon emissions during asphalt 
production and construction by 2050. Scope 1 Emissions

WHAT IT MEANS
The industry will, on a net basis, not contribute any 
carbon emissions from its own operations (e.g., materials, 
equipment). Many countries, industries, and companies 
worldwide are pledging to reach net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050 — a goal echoed by the asphalt pavement industry.

TACTICS
A. Understand key drivers of asphalt production and 

construction emissions.
B. Encourage alternative and renewable fuel use at asphalt 

plants to reduce carbon emissions.
C. Partner with owners to align policies, procedures, and 

specifications to promote net zero production and 
construction.

D. Promote the use of WMA technology to reduce 
temperatures and emissions during asphalt mixture 
production.

E. Partner with equipment manufacturers to align industry 
plans and product development to reduce emissions 
during production and construction.

F.  Advance adoption of advanced logistical technologies 
for improved trucking efficiency.

G. Develop an understanding and timeline for switching 
equipment and fleet to cleaner energy sources.

H. Identify best practices for reducing energy 
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INDUSTRY GOAL #3
Develop a net zero materials supply chain by 2050. Up-
stream Scope 3 Emissions

WHAT IT MEANS
Supplier partnerships and net zero commitments are 
critical for the industry to achieve net zero carbon 
emissions. What the industry asks of and gets from its 
suppliers counts toward its own net zero goal.

TACTICS
A. Advance the use of recycled and innovative sustainable 

materials in all asphalt pavement mixtures through the 
use of LCA-based tools coupled with Balanced Mix 
Design (BMD) and performance metrics.

B. Engage with upstream suppliers to accelerate emission 
reductions in the material supply chain.

C. Explore the industry’s role in advancing other asphalt 
recycling technologies –– cold central plant recycling 
(CCPR), cold in-place recycling, full-depth reclamation, 
and hot in-place recycling –– as an opportunity to 
positively impact the carbon footprint of asphalt 
pavement.

D. Advocate for the appropriate use of RAP and other 
recycled materials in asphalt mixtures.

RESEARCH & IMPLEMENTATION GAPS
• Quantify upstream impacts of additive production.
• Research the use of new forms of asphalt binder and/or 

asphalt binder replacements.

• Encourage a culture to allow for the rapid assessment 
of new materials that could be used in asphalt mixtures 
through a BMD approach.

• Educate producers and owners on the use and acceptance 
of performance tests used in BMD to allow for the 
development of specifications that encourage innovation 
in materials and construction.

• Conduct research that would allow the asphalt pavement 
industry to increase RAP content to greater than 40%.

INDUSTRY GOAL #4
Transition to electricity from renewable energy providers
in support of net zero carbon electricity generation by 
2050 and reduce electrical intensities. Scope 2 Emissions

WHAT IT MEANS
The power generation industry is moving toward net zero 
carbon, which the asphalt industry can leverage to reduce 
its own emissions.

TACTICS
A. Transition to net zero energy where possible.
B. Increase electricity efficiency in operations.

CARBON OFFSETS
To achieve net zero in the production of asphalt mixtures, 
carbon offsets will be necessary; however, it is the 
industry’s intention to use carbon offsets only as the last 
option. Industry will reduce emissions as much as
technologically possible and use offsets to achieve net zero. 
Therefore, the current industry tactics associated with 
carbon offsets are:
• Explore the use of carbon offsets to reach net zero 

emissions.
• Explore the potential use of carbon offsets to monetize 

and incentivize industry practices that reduce GHG 
emissions.

For more information, visit AsphaltPavement.org/Forward

NAPA’s THE ROAD FORWARD  
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NEW HIGHWAY POLICE CHIEF

Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 dpi, 150 line 
screen, 100% actual size, and include all embedded 
images and fonts. Submit ads electronically to: 
office@arasphalt.com

If you do not have a completed ad, we will set your ad 
for you for $25. Please submit your ad copy in one of the 
following formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with any 
photos/logos to be included in the ad. You will receive an 
emailed ad proof to approve.

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s Quarterly Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas 

State Highway & Transportation Officials, County Judges, City Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers 
and other industry allies.

P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

(501) 219-1100 • FAX: (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com

office@arasphalt.com

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the sizes listed below in full color.  

Placement of less than full page ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page (8” wide X 10.5” tall): $650 per issue

 Half Page (8” wide X 5.25” tall): $550 per issue

 Third Page (2.75” wide X 10.5” tall): $450 per issue
   

 Quarter Page (3.75” wide X 5” tall): $350 per issue
     

 Sixth Page (5” wide X 2.5” tall): $275 per issue

     Jeff Holmes has been named 
Chief of Arkansas Highway 
Police (AHP), effective 
December 18, 2021. Holmes 
is a graduate of the University 
of Arkansas Criminal Justice 
Institute’s Arkansas Leader 
Program and School of Law 
Enforcement Supervision. 

      He also holds a senior 
certificate in law enforcement 
from the Commission on Law 

Enforcement Standards and Training (CLEST).
     Holmes began his career with the Department as an 
AHP Patrol Officer at the Lehi Weigh Station in West 
Memphis in March 1993. In November 1998, Holmes 
promoted to Patrol Officer First Class, and promoted 
again in October 2000 to AHP Sergeant. In June 2003, he 
promoted to AHP First Lieutenant in Special Services. 
Five years later, he returned to AHP District 5 in his 
current role as AHP Captain and District Commander.
     Holmes is a proven leader for the AHP, especially 
during this difficult year prior to Chief Jay Thompson’s 
retirement. We are confident that he will continue to 
lead the AHP forward with integrity and excellence to 
accomplish the AHP’s mission of protecting the State’s 
infrastructure investment and safety.  

     Jay Thompson, Arkansas 
Highway Police Chief, retired 
effective November 23, 2021.
     Thompson began his career 
with the Department as a 
Telecommunications Operator 
in September 1988. He left the 
Department in February 1990. 
He was rehired in February 
1992 as an AHP Patrolman. 
Thompson continued along the 

Highway Police career path until he promoted to Motor 
Carrier Safety Inspector in July 2003. He promoted to 
AHP Captain in September 2008. Thompson obtained 
the position of AHP Major in July 2014 and was named 
Arkansas Highway Police Chief in April 2018. Thompson 
served as President of the Commercial Vehicle Safety 
Alliance in 2016 and again in 2019.
     We extend our deepest gratitude to Chief Thompson 
for his distinguished years of service and his devotion to 
serving the residents of Arkansas. We wish him the best of 
health and happiness in his retirement. 
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Delta Asphalt of Arkansas
Category: Highway Paving - Over 50,000 Tons
I-55 in Mississippi County – Bassett, AR
The purpose of the Bassett - Hwy 181 (S) project was to mill and inlay approximately 9.788 miles of interstate 55 in 
Mississippi county. The project consisted of 50,221 tons of 12.5mm Superpave Surface Course, cold milling 2” of existing 
asphalt pavement, ACHM Patching of existing roadway, maintenance of traffic, rumble strips in asphalt shoulder, bridge 
deck repair and polymer overlay of existing bridges.

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas
Category: General Paving - Under 50,000 Tons
McRae-Hwy. 267 in White County – McRae, AR
The purpose of the McRae - Hwy. 267 (S) project was to overlay approximately 4.87 miles of Highway 13 in White 
County Arkansas. The project was a 12,824 ton 12.5mm Superpave Surface Course overlay over the existing highway 
pavement.

NAPA quality in NAPA quality in 
construction awardsconstruction awards

Congrats to Delta & APAC!

NAPA QIC AWARDS
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APAC-Mississippi/Tennessee, Inc.
Category: Highway Paving - Over 50,000 Tons
Hwy. 1 in St. Francis County – Haynes/Colt, AR
Mill and inlay 19.469 miles of Highway 1 in Lee and St. Francis Counties. This project included cement treated recon-
structed base, fog seal, ACHM surface course, cold milling of asphalt pavement, ACHM patching of existing roadway, 
maintenance of traffic, rumble stripes in asphalt shoulders, pavement marking, and misc. item. Challenges: Driveways 
(35); Side Roads (45); Cross-overs (11); Ramp Interchanges (12); Major Intersections (4).

Phone: 501.376.0716
Fax: 501.376.2118

Toll Free: 800.523.2147

321 Scott St.
Little Rock, AR  72201
www.cashionco.com

NAPA QIC AWARDS



30  |  AAPA 1st Quarter 2022

manhattanroadandbridge.com

PAVING THE WAY FOR  
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.

Cranford Construction Company is 
Central Arkansas’ leading producer of 

quality asphalt. Call today and put 
our team to work for you.

Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565 
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

firstcommunity.net

C E L E B R AT I N G  
2 5  Y E A R S  O F
COMMUNITY
BANKING!
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