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     Following the passage of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) combined with a 
very strong state funding plan, the asphalt pavement 
industry in Arkansas is on the cusp of great things 
to come. It is an honor and a privilege to be selected 
to lead this association into what looks to be a very 
bright 2022.
     Although the last few years were full of 
unpredictable difficulties, AAPA and ARDOT made a 
commitment to foster and build their relationship. In 
Assistant Chief Engineer Steve Frisbee’s words, “the 
good fruit” that was produced could not have come 
at a better time. With all the work coming our way, contractors and ARDOT 
both will be stretched thin and pushed to grow while battling rising costs and 
limited resources. I am thankful to Director Tudor and our own Park Estes 
for being open to change and for pushing the industry to see that we can 
achieve so much more together, ultimately serving Arkansas taxpayers in a 
better way. Already this year actions were taken and policies put into place 
to help contractors combat rising prices. Adding the AC index to a wider 
range of jobs, creating a fuel index, and 
allowing contractors to obtain higher 
percentages of RAP are accomplishments 
that should be recognized.
     Looking ahead, we need to stay in 
tune with conversations around the 180-
day waiver of the Buy America Act and 
regulations and requirements concerning 
carbon emissions. As I am writing 
this, the Buy America Act exclusions 
on asphalt, aggregates, polymers, and 
cement are being reconsidered. It would 
be catastrophic in pricing and supply 
if these products were not given full 
exemption, as there is a large supply of 
each coming from Canada and other 
countries overseas.
     Concerning climate change, it is believed that over the next several 
decades, reducing carbon emissions will be a top priority for the industry. 
Starting the conversation now and collaborating with each other will pave the 
way toward the implementation of solutions in the years to come.
    In closing, I want to challenge you to engage with AAPA by coming to 
meetings, as well as by participating in conversations and projects that move 
us forward as an industry. As it has been said in several of our meetings this 
year, there has never been a better time to be in the asphalt paving industry 
in Arkansas! I hope to see you all soon.
							       Brad Marotti
							       AAPA Chairman

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

ON THE COVER:  Park Estes (left) and AAPA Chairman Max Mathis (right) 
present a gift of appreciation to ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor (center) for all her 
work on promoting a strong partnership between ARDOT and AAPA.
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NEW BOARD INDUCTIONS

Benson Cashion (left) is inducted as the 
2022-2023 Secretary-Treasurer.

Induction of new 
board members. 
From left to 
right:
Jason McDonald 
(Riggs CAT); 
John Regenhardt 
(PBSGC); 
Steve Thweatt 
(Lion Oil Co.); 
Brandon Finn 
(Hutchens/
Emery Sapp)

Brad Marotti (left) with Delta 
Asphalt is inducted as the AAPA 
Chairman for 2022-2023.
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NEW BOARD INDUCTIONS

Max Mathis (center) receives a gift to commemorate his time as 
AAPA Chairman.

The AAPA 2022-2023 Board of Directors.
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2022 CONVENTION BUSINESS

At right: Keli Wylie with ARDOT speaks about alternative delivery.

Below: AAPA members hear from Richard Willis with NAPA via Zoom.

At bottom: ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor addresses convention attendees, 
speaking specifically about the partnership between AAPA and ARDOT.



AAPA 2nd Quarter 2022  |  9

2022 CONVENTION BUSINESS

At left: Jon Gilmore gives an update on Governmental Affairs.

Below: David Foster with APAC/CRH.
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2022 CONVENTION FUN

The AAPA 2022 Convention at Oaklawn in Hot Springs 
was a blast! We had our first ever slot tournament, with 
prizes for the luckiest and unluckiest. In spite of the rain, 
we had a putting contest and a trip to Garvan Gardens. 
Lastly, we raised over $50,000 at our annual auction. 
Thanks to all who attended, sponsored, and provided
auction items. See you next year!  
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2022 CONVENTION FUN
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Donor:
AAPA
AAPA

APAC-Central
APAC-Central
APAC-Central

Atlas Asphalt
Blackstone
Blackstone
Blackstone

Cashion Co.

Cashion Co.
Coastal Energy

Cranford
Cranford

Creative Design Concepts
Granite Mtn. Quarries
Hutchens/Emery Sapp
Hutchens/Emery Sapp

Jeffrey Sand
Larco

Lion Oil Co.
Lion Oil Co.
Lion Oil Co.

Martin Marietta
PBSGC
PBSGC

Riggs CAT
Rogers Group

Steve Brummett

Time Striping
Time Striping
Time Striping

UALR

Item
.........Autographed Issue 1 Sign + Photo Op with Governor..........

.......................................Various AAPA Shirts......................................

.....................Trip for 4 to Spring Valley Rod & Gun Cub..................
.....4 Tickets to Razorback Football Game (Alabama) + Tailgate.....
...........................................Electric Smoker...........................................
.....................Blackstone 22” Tabletop Griddle with Hood.................
............................................YETI Cargo Box.........................................
..................................5-Weight Fly Fishing Rod..................................
..................................8-Weight Fly Fishing Rod..................................
.............................4 Tickets to LSU Football Game.............................

.......................................State Police Stickers........................................
...................................Rapid Safe Night Guard....................................
.............................Lagos Oval Fluted Link Bracelet.............................
............Lagos Five Station Two Tone Love Knot Necklace................
...............................Chiefs Game (4 Seats) + Hotel...............................
..Arkansas Travelers Box - 1 Game + $400 Worth of Concessions..
......................................Wooden American Flag...................................
.........................................Ember Travel Mug.........................................
..Arkansas Travelers Box - 1 Game + $400 Worth of Concessions..
.........Half-Day Guided Fishing Trip for 2 on Lake Ouachita...........
.........Squire Creek Trip for 2 Nights + 1 Round of Golf for 4..........
.......................4 Tickets to Cincinnati vs. AR + Tailgate....................
.......................3-Game Series vs. Vanderbilt (Baseball).......................
............................................Pelican Cooler............................................
........................Lagos 9mm Silver Station Caviar Bracelet..................
...................Lagos Four Station Two Tone Knot Necklace.................
...............................................Solo Stove Firepit......................................
................Solo Stove Firepit with Engraved Razorback.......................
..............................................Box of Cigars..............................................

..................................................Top Golf.................................................
....................................Wine & Cheese Gift Basket..............................
............................................Golf Training Kit.........................................
....UALR Basketball Game of Choice in Suite 203 for 10 People....

Winning Bidder:
Luke Duffield
Various Buyers
Rhonda Bolin
Brandon Finn
Mike Sewell
Sarah Stillman
Rhonda Bolin
Brandon Finn
Lance Lamberth
Rhonda Bolin 
    & Bobby Kennedy
Murry Cline
Sarah Stillman
Tami Cline
Greg Day
Lane Loper
James Bozeman
Scott Prior
Deedee Washburn
Rhonda Bolin
Deedee Washburn
David Foster
Sarah Stillman
Murry Cline
Rhonda Bolin
Steve Thweatt
Benson Cashion
Rhonda Bolin
Cindy Williams
Max Mathis 
    & John Regenhardt
Luke Duffield
Tami Cline
Rhonda Bolin
Larry Combs

TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED: 
$50,310

2022 AUCTION
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Thank You
2022 Convention Sponsors!

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

2022 ANNUAL CONVENTION SPONSORS

PLATINUMPLATINUM

D.B. Hill, III

Winning Bidder:
Luke Duffield
Various Buyers
Rhonda Bolin
Brandon Finn
Mike Sewell
Sarah Stillman
Rhonda Bolin
Brandon Finn
Lance Lamberth
Rhonda Bolin 
    & Bobby Kennedy
Murry Cline
Sarah Stillman
Tami Cline
Greg Day
Lane Loper
James Bozeman
Scott Prior
Deedee Washburn
Rhonda Bolin
Deedee Washburn
David Foster
Sarah Stillman
Murry Cline
Rhonda Bolin
Steve Thweatt
Benson Cashion
Rhonda Bolin
Cindy Williams
Max Mathis 
    & John Regenhardt
Luke Duffield
Tami Cline
Rhonda Bolin
Larry Combs

TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED: 
$50,310



14  |  AAPA 2nd Quarter 2022

ROADS  
LEAD TO 

WEEKEND 
ESCAPES.

Roads are literal and metaphorical 
connectors. They provide essential delivery 
of our daily needs – they also lead us to the 
things that matter most. As Americans, we 
depend on them for our safety and for our 

livelihoods. At Ergon, we are proud to work in 
communities across America helping build 

and maintain vital infrastructure that 
connects us all to what matters most.

EAE Weekend Escapes 7.5x10.indd   1EAE Weekend Escapes 7.5x10.indd   1 1/24/22   8:06 AM1/24/22   8:06 AM
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CONVENTION GOLF SPONSORS / GIFT SPONSOR  

APAC-Central
APAC-Tennessee
Asphalt Express

Asphalt Transport
Astec

ATSSA
Atlas Asphalt

Blackstone
Capital Quarries
Coastal Energy

Cranford
Creative Design Concepts

Delek Asphalt
Delta Asphalt

DKL Transportation
Ergon

Forsgren, Inc.
Hutchens/Emery Sapp

Jet Asphalt
JMS Transport

Larco
Lion Oil Co.

Moore Contracting
Pacific Geosource

PBSGC

Beverage Sponsors
JMS Transport

Wright Asphalt Products

Special Thanks to APAC-Central for sponsoring our 
wonderful attendee gifts!

Hole Sponsors

Purple Wave Auction
R.K. Hall Construction

Redstone
Riggs CAT

Road Science
Rogers Group

Stribling Equipment
Time Striping

Trinity
Van Keppel

Vulcan Materials
Wright Asphalt Products
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2022 STATEWIDE PAVING AWARDS

Pavement Preservation: Blackstone Construction

In this photo: Stephen Baughn (Blackstone), Max Mathis 
(AAPA Chairman), Chance Stines (Blackstone), Gary
Foshee, Park Estes (AAPA), Steve Frisbee (ARDOT)

Two-Lane Highway ADT Greater Than 2000: 
Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel

In this photo: Max Mathis (AAPA Chairman), Dalton 
Champagne (ARDOT), Jeff Lane (PBSGC), Cameron 
Cogbill (PBSGC), Steve Frisbee (ARDOT), Park Estes 

(AAPA)

Two-Lane Highway ADT Less Than 2000: Atlas Asphalt

In this photo: Max Mathis (AAPA Chairman), 
Tyler Engleman (ARDOT), Lance Lamberth 
(Atlas Asphalt), Dustin Treadway (ARDOT), 
Steve Frisbee (ARDOT), Park Estes (AAPA)

State Aid Roads-County: Emery Sapp & Sons

In this photo: Shawn Shrum (Hutchens/Emery Sapp), 
Park Estes (AAPA), Brandon Finn (Hutchens/Emery 

Sapp), Robert Moore (ARDOT), Steve Frisbee (ARDOT), 
Lanny McConnell (rep from Madison County), 

Max Mathis (AAPA Chairman)

REGIONAL & STATEWIDE PAVING AWARDS | UNIQUE /COMMMERCIAL AWARD 
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Multi-Lane
Region 1: Delta Asphalt (A00005)
Region 2: Jet Asphalt & Rock Co. (A70003)*
Region 3: Rogers Group, Inc. (080662)
Region 4: Twin Lakes Quarrys (090530)
Region 5: Cranford Construction (A60006)

Two Lane Highway-ADT Greater than 2000
Region 1: APAC-Tennessee (101020)
Region 2: Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel (A70004)*
Region 3: R.K. Hall Construction (030519)
Region 4: Crouse Construction (009784)
Region 5: Redstone Construction Group, Inc. (061662)

Two Lane Highway-ADT Less than 2000
Region 1: Delta Asphalt (101046)
Region 2: Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel (020763)
Region 3: Blackstone Construction (A80004)
Region 4: Blackstone Construction (A40001)
Region 5: Atlas Asphalt (A50007)*

AAPA 2022 
Unique/Commercial 

Award Winners

Special Use Pavement: 
Redstone Construction Group, Inc. 

(Camp Robinson Missouri Ave.)

Local Road/Street: 
APAC-Central, Inc.

 (Maple Drive)

State Aid Roads – County
Region 1: M&T Paving (SA6866)
Region 2: Smackover Paving (SA2042)
Region 3: Redstone Construction Group, Inc. (SA4139)
Region 4: Emery Sapp & Sons (SA4439)*
Region 5: Delta Asphalt (FA6715)

State Aid Streets – City
Region 1: M&T Paving (C39002)
Region 2: Smackover Paving (C70007)
Region 3: Blackstone Construction (C58006)
Region 4: Forsgren, Inc. (C17009)*
Region 5: Atlas Asphalt (C34008)

Pavement Preservation
Region 1: Atlas Asphalt (101039)
Region 2: Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel (A20007)
Region 3: Blackstone Construction (A80001)*
Region 4: Blackstone Construction (090535)
Region 5: Salt Creek Paving (SA3053)

AAPA 2022 Regional and Statewide Paving Award Winners
(* denotes Statewide winner)

We’re a 100% employee-owned multi-faceted contractor 
operating in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma who 
thrives on delivering complex heavy civil projects by developing 
innovative infrastructure solutions.

CHIP SEAL

ASPHALT PAVING & SALES

HEAVY HIGHWAYCOMMERCIAL

YOUR LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE FORCE.
POWERED BY EMPLOYEE-OWNERSHIP.

RESIDENTIAL

BASEROCK INSTALLATION & GRADING

REGIONAL & STATEWIDE PAVING AWARDS | UNIQUE /COMMMERCIAL AWARD 
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www.DeltaCos.com



AAPA 2nd Quarter 2022  |  19

APAC-Central, Inc.APAC-Central, Inc.
APAC-Tennessee, Inc.APAC-Tennessee, Inc.

Atlas Asphalt, Inc.Atlas Asphalt, Inc.
Blackstone ConstructionBlackstone Construction

Cashion Co.Cashion Co.
Contractor’s SpecialtyContractor’s Specialty
Cranford ConstructionCranford Construction

Delta AsphaltDelta Asphalt
ErgonErgon

Forsgren, Inc.Forsgren, Inc.

Hutchens/Emery SappHutchens/Emery Sapp
KiewitKiewit

Koss Construction Co.Koss Construction Co.
Lion Oil Co.Lion Oil Co.

Pine Bluff Sand & GravelPine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Riggs CATRiggs CAT

Rogers Group Inc.Rogers Group Inc.
Smackover Paving Co.Smackover Paving Co.

Stribling EquipmentStribling Equipment
Time Striping Inc.Time Striping Inc.

AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2022AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2022

AAPA Goes Orange for Work Zone SafetyAAPA Goes Orange for Work Zone Safety



20  |  AAPA 2nd Quarter 2022

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL JOE DYKES AT 502-662-2565

NUCOR HICKMAN
7301 East County Road 142
Blytheville, AR 72310 
 Loading Hours: 7:30am - 4pm 

NUCOR YAMATO
5929 East State Highway 18
Blytheville, AR 72310
 Loading Hours: 7:30am - 4pm

TWO BLYTHEVILLE LOCATIONS
SERVICING THE TRI-STATE AREA
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     Jeremy Bolt still has nightmares about the night he and 
his wife Mitzi could have died while working as part of a 
crew on an Arkansas road project. In the dream he feels 
pieces of debris flying at him from a nearby crash and he 
is fighting to avoid cars racing toward him. While he and 
his wife survived, they will never look at life quite the 
same. Their friend (just asking friend or colleague) Kurt 
“Jonathan” Cottier lost his life 11 days later. 
     Cottier was 28. He had been working with the Arkansas 
Department of Transportation for only three months when 
he was hit by a car while working on Interstate 40 in rural 
Conway County on December 8. The driver of the car was 
89-year old Martin Peterman of Stillwater, Oklahoma.
    Peterman was traveling westbound on I-40. It was 
approximately 1:40 in the morning when his small car 
drove past the orange barrels and entered the work zone. 
The roads were dry and the weather clear.
     Bolt and Mitzi were just feet away at the time of 
the incident. The Bolts were working for Level Best of 
Arkadelphia doing the grind work on the job. A grinding 
company uses a sophisticated piece of equipment to 
smooth over the bumps where one section of new asphalt 
meets the next.
     Cottier was standing outside an ARDOT truck talking 
to his supervisor who was sitting in the truck when 
Peterman’s vehicle hit him. Bolt felt a piece of plastic from 
the initial crash hit the back of his leg and he turned to 
see Cottier injured, and the Peterman vehicle now headed 
toward him. Bolt was able to push himself off the moving 
car and then watched Peterman start to drive away. 
     Bolt ran to the still moving Peterman vehicle and 
started pounding on the trunk telling him to pull over. 
Peterman finally stopped. 
     Bolt says, “I started running to my truck to go after him, 
but I caught up to his car before reaching my truck. He 
was driving alone, he just looked very confused, and I had 
to tell him he hit someone. God was looking out for us that 
night. My wife was working near the grinding site, and I 
had urged her multiple times to take a break. She finally 
did and went back to our truck. God sent me to get her out 
of there. If she hadn’t moved I have no doubt she would 
have been hit.” 

    The report filed by the Arkansas State Trooper working 
the accident checked a box that indicated Peterman 
engaged in “inattentive, careless, negligent, or erratic 
operation” of a vehicle. A second checked box said 
Peterman was “driving in a lane that was barreled off for 
closure.” 
     Cottier was airlifted to UAMS and never woke up 
after that. For nearly two weeks, Cottier fought for his 
life before he passed away. His family buried him on 
Christmas week. A post on an online memorial site said he 
went through life with an “infectious smile.” 

‘Everybody Drives So Fast’
     Kelly Cottier remembers her son as someone always 
willing to help others, “He was really the sweetest, kindest 
boy you could ever have. He would do anything for 
anybody. He could fix anything. He enjoyed hunting and 
hiking and he was always interested in Arkansas history. 
He would go to all these historical sites. It was nice to have 
somebody to mow your yard and do the weed eating and 
fix the cars.”

ARDOT Leads Effort to 
Protect Road Workers

PROTECTING ROAD WORKERS

Reprinted with permission from the Arkansas Good Roads Foundation.
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PROTECTING ROAD WORKERS

     Jeremy Bolt speaks softly when he talks about his friend 
Jonathan and his belief that God pushed him to get Mitzi 
out of the spot where moments later Cottier would be hit. 
Speaking on the phone about the crash, Bolt steps out of 
his house to stand in the yard while we speak. He says, 
“Mitzi is still having a real hard time. We both are. It’s just 
easier if she doesn’t hear me go through all this again. This 
was actually the third incident we have been involved in 
working on I-40. Our equipment was hit by vehicles at two 
other job sites.”
     Kelly Cottier says her 
son was aware ARDOT 
always has safety 
procedures in place, 
but some drivers still 
don’t pay attention, “He 
said everybody drives 
so fast, people were 
always knocking down 
the barrels and stuff 
like that. He said even 
though sometimes there 
was a State Trooper there at the end of the construction 
zone, people just drive right by, and they don’t even care. 
They didn’t even slow down or nothing. He was airlifted to 
UAMS and never woke up after that.”
     As of this writing no charges have been filed in a crash 
that killed the young man with the bright smile. 
    The Cottier story is tragic, but not unique. Six weeks 
after Cottier was struck and killed, longtime ARDOT 
worker Winfred Petty was hit and killed by an SUV while 
working a job site in Little Rock. The driver sped away. 
Petty was 69 years old and had worked at ARDOT for 
nearly 25 years. In the early evening of January 17 Petty 
was putting up construction signs on Interstate 30. 
     Nine days after the fatal hit and run, Arkansas State 
Police arrested 37 year old Crystal Johnson of North 
Little Rock. She was charged with leaving the scene of an 
accident and filing a false police report.
      The Arkansas State Police accident report says there 
were “no signs of braking” by the vehicle that struck 
Petty. Petty was wearing an orange reflective vest as he 
crossed the highway. He was struck at 8:20 p.m. and was 
pronounced dead 40 minutes later at the University of 
Arkansas Medical Sciences (UAMS) campus.
    In the obituary, the grieving Petty family asked that in 
lieu of flowers, friends and family make donations to the 
Arkansas Crime Victims Compensation Fund. 
     The Arkansas State Police are not part of ARDOT, 
but the troopers, as well as the men and women in the 

Arkansas Highway Police, know what it’s like to work 
beside an interstate with traffic moving fast. The troopers 
didn’t know Winfred Petty personally, but they had shared 
the roadside workplace with him.
Auto ID Database
     Police agencies investigating hit and run accidents 
have made progress in recent years partnering with auto 
manufacturers to create a unique auto identification data 
base. Chips of paint or small pieces of a vehicle left at a 

crash site can be traced with 
remarkable accuracy to a part 
or paint used on a specific 
vehicle produced on a certain 
date at a specific production 
facility. This technology is 
helpful for officers looking for 
a vehicle that left the scene of 
an accident.
     Arkansas State Police 
Spokesman Bill Sadler says, 
“There is an amazing level 
of cooperation now between 

auto manufacturers and police agencies to precisely 
identify small parts of a vehicle either found at the scene or 
found on the victim of the hit and run.”
     Sadler says the state police have worked closely with 
ARDOT over the years to make roads safer. Sadler says, 
“Our troopers are out of their cars at road work and 
accident sites all the time. We understand how dangerous 
it can be walking beside a busy road in daylight during 
clear weather, but it’s even more dangerous to be working 
beside any road when it’s dark.”
     The woman arrested in Petty’s death, Crystal Johnson, 
is walking free as of this writing. She is out of jail on a 
$10,000 bond.
     Many drivers don’t think much about the people 
working on road crews on interstates, county roads, and 
city streets. Drivers tend to see orange barrels and think of 
mildly inconvenient traffic delays. They don’t understand 
the reality that only a slight lack of attention by a driver 
can send a vehicle off course and into hard working people 
just doing their jobs.
     From 1982 to 2019 the average number of road worker 
fatalities in the United States was 774 per year. On a night 
when the wind is blowing, and rain has made the road 
slick, it is an especially difficult time to be standing in an 
interstate work zone. The bright white lights set up on the 
work site reflect crisply off the yellow helmets and vests 
the workers are wearing. Although the work zones are 
well lit, and signs are posted miles in advance, the danger 

Drivers tend to see orange barrels 
and think of mildly inconvenient 

traffic delays. They don’t understand 
the reality that only a slight lack of 

attention by a driver can send a vehicle 
off course and into hard working 

people just doing their jobs.
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is constant. A driver flipping through radio stations or 
reading a text, takes their eyes off the road for a fraction of 
a second and a life is immediately at risk.

New Safety Campaign
     The Arkansas Department of Transportation is a large 
agency, but in some ways it’s also a small place where 
everyone knows each other. Employees tend to stay for 
a long time, internal promotions are common, turnover 
is low, and there are dozens of families who have had 
multiple generations work at the department. It’s also a 
culture where everyone is aware we all need to be part of 
the effort to make road work safer.
     Arkansas Good Roads members are coming together 
in 2022 to help ARDOT roll out a campaign to remind 
drivers to slow down and start paying attention to the 
safety of workers. The campaign is called “Slow Down-
Phone Down.”  ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor says, “This 
campaign is about spotlighting the vulnerability of the 
people doing jobs in work zones, and also about the safety 
of our friends and families who drive in or near work 
zones every day.”
     In some states electronic license plate scanners are 
being used in work zones to send citations to drivers 
traveling over the speed 
limit in those narrow 
spaces. So far the scanner 
technology has not been 
approved or deployed in 
Arkansas. But Tudor is 
increasing the number of 
Arkansas Highway Police 
officers who will be stationed near work zones. They will 
step up the effort to cite drivers for handheld phones, 
speeding, following too close, or other types of reckless 
and distracted driving.
     In recent weeks, ARDOT has rolled out the campaign 
to remind drivers about the need to be cautious and pay 
attention in work zones. Ellen Coulter at ARDOT says, 
“We want to run a campaign to let people know what is 
happening in the work zones. This is not a ‘gotcha’ effort, 
this is about giving every driver as much notice as possible 
that we all need to be working together to make driving 
safer.”

‘We Have To Do Better’
     Park Estes is Executive Director of the Arkansas 
Asphalt Pavement Association (AAPA). At a recent 
highway commission meeting he said AAPA will do 
whatever is needed to support the new campaign, telling 

the commissioners, “In the short amount of time the 
commission has been meeting this morning, statistics 
indicate there have already been 16 work zone accidents 
across the country. We have to do better.”
     Sadler says, “In my early years here a young trooper told 
me he never liked the word accident because accidents 
don’t just happen. National highway groups in recent years 
have moved away from the word accident and use the 
word crash. There are always factors and variables involved 
that lead to a deadly crash.”
     But whether the word crash or accident is used, these 
road deaths are often handled as a less serious offense. An 
investigative story by ABC News looked at the fact that 
in America, any type of death involving a vehicle hitting 
a person not in a vehicle is often treated differently than 
other types of traffic related deaths. According to ABC 
News, “Between 2006 and 2017, the national number for 
annual fatal hit-and-runs has ranged between 1,220 and 
2,089, according to American Automobile Association 
research and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. But sources in government and the legal 
community told ABC News that people charged with fatal 
traffic offenses are regularly offered plea deals that allow 
them to avoid significant jail time.”

    Jeremy Bolt says he and 
his wife were surprised that 
there wasn’t more talk in the 
highway community about 
the Kurt Cottier death aside 
from some brief mentions in 
local news coverage. Bolt says, 
“I think the driver who killed 

Kurt was taken to the hospital for blood tests for drug and 
alcohol use, but I don’t think he was ever charged with 
anything.”
     Kelly Cottier was recently asked if she had a message for 
drivers in work zones, “Slow down. Remember that these 
are people who have family that love them. They’re not like 
robots or something, these are real people who have family 
that care about them. And they’re trying to do a service to 
the state and to the other drivers. The problem is how fast 
people drive through there [work zones]. I know there is 
supposed to be a speed limit through there but how many 
people actually slow down? I love my son a lot. I miss him 
every day.”
     When you approach a work zone while you drive, think 
for a moment about Jonathan Cottier and Winfred Petty. 
Think about their grieving families. Slow down. Put the 
phone down. It’s the very least we owe the workers trying 
to improve our roads and our lives.  

PROTECTING ROAD WORKERS

Slow down. Put the phone down. It’s 
the very least we owe the workers 

trying to improve our roads 
and our lives.
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Thanks to those who have donated to the AAPA PAC!

Friends of the PAC
 ($100 - $500)

Park & Lisa Estes
Cindy & Ricky 

Williams

Advocates of the PAC
 ($501 - $1,000)

Atlas Asphalt
Forsgren, Inc.

Champions of the PAC
 ($1,001 - $4,999)

APAC-Central

Heroes of the PAC
($5,000 and up)

Riggs CAT
Rogers Group

AAPA POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
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manhattanroadandbridge.com

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

firstcommunity.net

C E L E B R AT I N G  
2 5  Y E A R S  O F
COMMUNITY
BANKING!

PAVING THE WAY FOR  
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.

Cranford Construction Company 
is Central Arkansas’ leading 

producer of quality asphalt and 
preferred asphalt contractor. 
Call today and put our team 

to work for you.

Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565 
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the 

sizes listed below in full color.  
Placement of less than full page 

ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page: $650 per issue
     (7.50” wide X 10” tall)

 Half Page: $550 per issue
     (7.50” wide X 5” tall)

 Third Page: $450 per issue
     (2.75” wide X 10” tall)

 Quarter Page: $350 per issue
     (3.75” wide X 5” tall)

 Sixth Page: $275 per issue
     (5” wide X 2.5” tall)

Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 
dpi, 150 line screen, 100% actual size, and 
include all embedded images and fonts.  
Submit ads electronically to: 
office@arasphalt.com

If you do not have a completed ad, we 
will set your ad for you for $25.  Please 
submit your ad copy in one of the following 
formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with 
any photos/logos to be included in the ad.  
You will receive an emailed ad proof to 
approve.

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement 
industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas 
Asphalt Pavement Association’s Quarterly 

Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly 
magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas Dept. 

of Transportation Officials, County Judges, City 
Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers 

and other industry allies.

P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

(501) 219-1100 • FAX:  (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com

office@arasphalt.com
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Welcome New Members!
Hall Brothers, Inc. 

 
Power Equipment

Retro Industries
Interested in becoming an AAPA member?

Go to www.arasphalt.com to view our 
member categories and fill out 
an application or contact the 

office at office@arasphalt.com.

AAPA Young Leaders Event with MAPA
September 25-27, 2022 - Branson, MO

AAPA Fall BBQ Cook-Off
October 26-27, 2022 - NWA

AAPA 2023 Quality Conference
January 5-6, 2023 (Thursday & Friday) - Embassy Suites – Little Rock

AAPA 2023 Annual Convention
May 2-4, 2023 - Embassy Suites – Rogers
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