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     Happy New Year! 2022 proved to be a lot of 
things: unpredictable, busy, challenging, but also 
successful and rewarding. I am proud of the work 
accomplished by the Arkansas asphalt industry and 
excited about the year ahead.  
     I want to give a special thanks to ARDOT and 
Industry for investing in their people by sending 
them to the Quality Conference this year. The 
attendance set a new record! Kicking it off with 
a partnering workshop was intentional, showing 
what we feel is most important to our industry with 
the coming workload. Scott Swanson, Kansas DOT 
Partnering and Mediation Manager, made a statement that I truly believe: 
when DOT and Contractors stop working against each other and start 
working TOGETHER against the project, we will find more success – we all 
win.
     We have several initiatives in the works, including joint efforts by ARDOT, 
U of A, and AAPA on balanced mix designs and RAP best practices. Another 
initiative deserves special thanks to Director Tudor and ARDOT for pushing 
legislation approving the first workforce development program in Arkansas 
specific to asphalt paving through 
the U of A Morrilton. Be on the 
lookout for updates on these.
     We are also currently working/
communicating with ARDOT on 
legislative issues. Please be prepared 
to support or oppose any bill when 
we have a call to action. We cannot 
stress how important and influential 
it is for legislators to hear directly 
from you on certain issues. 
     Other topics to keep top of mind are climate initiatives such as 
Environmental Product Declarations (EPD). Although changes in political 
parties may slow the pace of the coming environmental requirements, we do 
not believe they will go away. Learning how to track and reduce your carbon 
footprint will become increasingly important as we move ahead.
     Lastly, I want to give a plug for the upcoming Annual Convention in 
Rogers, AR, and the Annual Young Leaders meeting in Branson, MO. Be on 
the lookout for registration opportunities, and do your best to attend as we 
will have a lot to share!  
     Everyone stay safe and hit the work season hard!
 
 						      Brad Marotti
						      AAPA Chairman

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

ON THE COVER: Hwy. 161 near Scott. Photo courtesy of ARDOT.
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ALEC FARMER APPOINTED HIGHWAY COMMISSION CHAIR

     Seven years into his 10-year 
appointment to the Arkansas 
Highway Commission (AHC), 
Dalton A. “Alec” Farmer, Jr. 
calls his tenure the highlight 
of his professional career. His 
work and that of the other 
Commissioners, the Arkansas 
Department of Transportation 
(ARDOT), and former Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson will leave a 
giant footprint that travels far 
beyond its roads. They were 
instrumental in the passage of 
a desperately-needed, reliable 
funding stream dedicated to 
Arkansas’s state, municipal, and 
county roadways; appointed 
ARDOT’s first female Director; 
helped designate two future 
interstates; and granted farm 
equipment safe passage.
     Farmer’s work as a Commissioner has taken him to 
Arkansas’s four corners as well as many rural and urban 
points in between. Since accepting a seat on the five-
member Commission on Jan. 27, 2015, Farmer has driven 
though 64 of the state’s 75 counties; attended at least 26 
groundbreakings, ribbon cuttings, or highway designation 
ceremonies; visited about 45 cities for meetings and 
other highway events; and was involved in four major 
construction projects on interstates 30, 40, 430, and 630.
     In December, the Jonesboro native, retired attorney, 
and farmer was named AHC Chairman.
     Lorie Tudor, ARDOT Director, said, “Commissioner 
Farmer will be a very effective Chairman. His leadership 
style is calm, deliberate, thoughtful, and inclusive. He will 
lead the Commission and Department (ARDOT) with 
integrity and perseverance to ensure progress continues in 
delivering a first-class transportation system to Arkansas’ 
road users. I could not be more optimistic about the 
future.”

A Heavy Lift
     Farmer said one of the 
Commission’s greatest 
accomplishments was its 
participation in the Governor’s 
Working Group on Highway 
Funding, which laid the 
groundwork for the passage of 
Act 41 of 2019 and Issue 1 in 
2020.
     “These will have a 
tremendous impact on our state 
highway system for years to 
come,” Farmer said.
     Between these two programs, 
ARDOT will receive about 
$300 million annually, while 
the city and counties will split 
$113 million annually. Over the 
next four years, these programs 
could provide Arkansas with 

about $700 million for bridges, $1.2 billion for pavement 
preservation, $400 million for interstate maintenance and 
rehabilitation, and more.
     “Thanks to the leadership of the Governor and the 
General Assembly, a significant highway funding program 
was put in front of the voters. Our highway stakeholders 
took the lead, and the citizens showed their trust and 
confidence in ARDOT.”
     About 55% of the voters in 70 of the state’s 75 
counties approved Issue 1, and it was done in an anti-tax 
environment. And in the middle of a pandemic!
     In addition to these, Farmer said his group also worked 
on the completion of the 2011 Interstate Rehabilitation 
Program, improving about 350 miles at a cost of about 
$1.3 billion; the completion of 31 Connecting Arkansas 
Program projects at a cost of about $2 billion; converted 
ARDOT to an All Electronic Bidding system; and invested 
in the state’s Winter Weather Response capabilities. While 
some might see it as a time for celebration, ARDOT and 
Commission members have already launched their Renew 

Alec Farmer Appointed Arkansas 
Highway Commission Chairman

By Deborah Horn

Alec and his wife, Carole, in front of the Arkansas State 
Capitol.
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Arkansas Highways (RAH) program. 
There are 800 projects planned, impacting 
about 4,100 miles, or nearly a quarter of 
the state’s total highway system. Every 
county will benefit from this plan.
     ARDOT is also placing greater 
emphasis on the existing routes most 
traveled, putting about 90% of our highway 
funds on the half of the system, about 
7,800 miles, that carries about 90% of the 
state’s traffic, and requiring that 80% of 
that money be used for maintenance rather 
than new construction. It established a 
quick-response bridge crew to address 
deficient bridges in a timely manner, 
and put safety at the forefront by using 
enhanced lane stripping, more passing 
lanes and informational signage, and 
median cables, as well as through outreach and social 
media programs like “Phone Down Slow Down.”
     “It’s up to this Commission and future Commissioners 
to maintain the public’s trust and confidence in our 
decisions,” Farmer said.

Shattering the Asphalt Ceiling 
     In 2020, Tudor was named to ARDOT’s top spot by the 
AHC, and Farmer said he was thrilled to be part of that 
group. 
     “Not only was it significant in the fact that Lorie is 
the first female director of ARDOT, but she was clearly 
the most qualified person to assume the reins, and with 
35 years of experience, she understood every facet of 
ARDOT,” he said.
     Then Covid-19 struck. Tudor’s first two years weren’t 
business as usual; government offices were closed, and her 

people worked from home. Zoom and FaceTime became 
the go-to communication source, and still ARDOT had to 
carry on.
     During this time, Tudor was instrumental in getting the 
facts out across the state about why Issue 1 was needed; 
she worked night and day keeping the supply chain 
running through the state during the pandemic and then 
led the department through the particularly tough times 
after the crack in the Interstate 40 Mississippi River Bridge 
was discovered. Farmer said, “She has proved over and 
over that we made the right decision.”

Paving New Lanes of Connectivity
     New interstate construction is a rare phenomenon. It 
takes years of planning, meeting design, environmental 
regulations, and money. Lots of money. So, it’s surprising 
that Farmer has been involved in two.
The I-555 designation of U.S. Hwy. 63 Northeast Arkansas 

is possibly nearest and dearest to his 
heart, although Farmer said, “While 
commissioners represent their area, they 
are also charged with making the best 
decisions for all Arkansans.”
     In 2015, this reassignment from 
highway to interstate was one of the most 
important projects in Jonesboro and 
around that region.
     “The entire route from I-55 to AR 
Highway 91 in Northwest Jonesboro 
had already been built to interstate 
standards. The problem was building 

ALEC FARMER APPOINTED HIGHWAY COMMISSION CHAIR

Peneprime 
of Arkansas, Inc.

106 Hwy 89 N. 
Mayflower, AR 72106

O. 501-851-1220
F. 501-851-0420



8  |  AAPA 1st Quarter 2023



AAPA 1st Quarter 2023  |  9

a frontage road in 
large part to deal 
with farm equipment, 
which can’t travel 
on interstate roads, 
and the construction 
of several bridges 
over two-and-one-
half miles across 
the St. Francis 
River floodway,” he 
remembered.
     It would cost more 
than $32 million, and 
it was hard to justify 
a road that would 
carry little commuter 
traffic and mostly farm 
machinery, especially 
at that time when ARDOT was “already strapped for 
funding.” The next year, Hutchinson would call a Special 
Legislative Session to find ARDOT an additional $50 
million or lose its matching federal money—that was 
almost $4 of federal money to every Arkansas $1.
     Finally, working with Hutchinson, Rep. Rick Crawford, 
and the Arkansas Congressional Delegation, farm 
equipment was allowed to cross floodways if safe and at a 
reduced minimum speed limit.
     “This was truly a collaborative effort with federal, 
state, and local coordination and cooperation to reach 
a common-sense solution and avoid spending the $32 
million,” Farmer said.
     Again, he would join forces with the Governor, 
Crawford, and other Delegation members, along with 
ARDOT and Sen. John Boozman, to have U.S. Hwy. 67, 
running from the I-40 intersection in North Little Rock to 
the Missouri state line, designated as the future I-57.
     Park Estes, Arkansas Asphalt Pavement Association 
Executive Director, considers Farmer a valuable 
professional associate and a friend.
     “First, let me say, Alec cares about Arkansas’s future. 
He’s long supported a more robust highway system 
running throughout the entire state. In turn, this supports 
improved economic opportunities whether on the farm or 
in the city and provides safe roads for the transport of the 
state’s students to school and their parents to work. These 
are just two of such examples, but roads are the foundation 
upon which a state is built. I applaud his vision and 
dedication.” Estes added, “Plus, Alec is a great guy.”

Getting Personal
     Farmer graduated 
with honors from 
Arkansas State 
University in 1986 
and received his Juris 
Doctorate from the 
University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock (UALR) 
School of Law four 
years later. While in 
law school, he was a 
member of the UALR 
Law Journal and in 
1990, he served as the 
publication’s research 
editor.
     Farmer is president 

of Farmer Enterprises, Inc., a family-owned farm and 
property investment and management company. He also 
serves on the Childress Gin and Elevator Co. Board and 
as manager for Alec Farmer Farms, LLC. He has served 
on the E.C. Barton & Company Board since 2020 and the 
Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield Board (ABCBS) since 
2021. As part of ABCBS, he also serves the Blue and You 
Foundation for a Healthier Arkansas Board; last year, they 
provided more than $5 million in grants for behavioral 
health programs covering mental health and addiction 
issues.
     “So, I’m very proud of this,” Farmer said.
     His father, Dalton Farmer, also served on the Arkansas 
Highway Commission about 35 years ago, and the younger 
Farmer said, “He is the reason that I have focused my 
community service energy on infrastructure, primarily 
highways, water, and soil conservation and drainage 
improvement issues.”
     For more than 20 years, Farmer served on the 
Craighead Conservation District board and provided pro 
bono legal services for the Buffalo Island Drainage District 
of Craighead County from 1999 until 2019. He is a former 
Chairman of the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission 
and a former Special Commissioner of the Arkansas State 
Police Commission. Both of those appointments were 
made by former Gov. Mike Huckabee. 
     Additionally, Farmer was an original member of the 
Arkansas Agricultural Board and is a past member of 
the board of the Jonesboro City Water and Light, the 
Jonesboro Regional Chamber of Commerce, the Jonesboro 

ALEC FARMER APPOINTED HIGHWAY COMMISSION CHAIR
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Economic Development Corporation, the Arkansas State 
University Alumni Association, the Greater Jonesboro 
YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) and the East 
Arkansas Good Roads.
     He served for four years on the Jonesboro City Council, 
chairing its Finance and Public Works committees, and 
he served on the Jonesboro Metropolitan Area Planning 
Commission. He is a former member of the board of The 
Arkansas Bank Board, formerly known as The Arkansas 
Bank of Northeast Arkansas.

At Home
     Farmer’s wife, Carole, is the administrator at a multi-
specialty physicians’ clinic in Jonesboro, but will be 
stepping down from that position at the end of February to 
pursue other interests. The couple enjoy traveling to new 
places, but particularly to sports events and concerts.
     “We’ve been to the NCAA Basketball Final Four in 
Indianapolis and the College Baseball World Series in 
Omaha. We’ve seen the Eagles, Tom Petty, Garth Brooks, 
and been to the Country Music Association Festival in 
Nashville, Tenn. and to the Pilgrimage Music Festival in 
Franklin, Tenn. over the last few years,” Farmer said.

     They have four daughters. Madison, 36, is an addiction 
counselor in New Orleans, La.; Alexandra, 32, is an 
attorney working with charities in Memphis; Taylor, 28, is 
a state director for a Fortune 500 company in Nashville; 
and Emily, 25, is an Occupational Therapy Assistant for a 
rehabilitation hospital in Northwest Arkansas.  

ALEC FARMER APPOINTED HIGHWAY COMMISSION CHAIR
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“Commissioner Farmer will be a very 
effective Chairman. His leadership 

style is calm, deliberate, thoughtful, 
and inclusive. He will lead the 

Commission and Department (ARDOT) 
with integrity and perseverance 
to ensure progress continues in 

delivering a first-class transportation 
system to Arkansas’ road users. 
I could not be more optimistic 

about the future.”
— ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor
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ARDOT RESTRUCTURING

     “Thirty-one promises 
made, 31 promises kept,” 
said ARDOT Director Lorie 
Tudor as she opened her 
presentation at the AAPA 
2023 Quality Conference.
     She was referring to the 
number of Connecting 
Arkansas Program (CAP) 
projects ARDOT has 
completed or will soon finish 
in the coming months. In 
2021, the 10-year program 
was funded by a voter-
approved half-cent sales tax 
and raised about $2 billion. 
It was slated for 31 highway-related jobs around the state.
     “The CAP program was successful…I want to say, a 
job well done to everyone involved,” Tudor said. But it’s 
time to look to the future, she added. ARDOT’s four-year 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
will roll out July 1 and run through 2026.
     Some may be more familiar with the Renew Arkansas 
Highways (RAH) program, which was an educational 
tool ARDOT used to explain the wide scope of what they 
might do with the additional sales tax funding during the 
2020 campaign season when Issue 1 was on the ballot. 
The measure passed by Arkansas voters by a margin of 55 
percent.
     “Issue 1 is no longer a temporary tax,” Tudor said.

The Scope of the Work
     There are about 800 STIP jobs planned for the next four 
years, covering about 4,100 miles – nearly a quarter of the 
state’s total highway system – with projects scheduled in 
every county in the state. Plans include the replacement of 
about 271 bridges, and more will be repaired or rehabbed. 
Additionally, there are almost 50 statewide Capacity 
Projects, totaling about 80 miles, designed to alleviate 
traffic congestion. The budget for Capacity Projects is 
about $560 million. Another $670 million is dedicated to 

about 80 miles of statewide 
Capital Improvements done 
in partnership with many of 
the state’s cities or counties. 
About $200 million will go 
to Safety Improvement.
     Jobs will range from 
small to large projects and 
offer plenty of potential 
work opportunities, no 
matter a company’s size.
     Park Estes, AAPA 
Executive Director, said, 
“This is good news for the 
road construction industry.” 
He added, “Put a forward-

looking strategic plan in place. It’s a good time to invest in 
new equipment and hire and train qualified staff. The time 
to prepare is now.”

From Rural to Urban Roads
     The four-year STIP program is funded by voter-
approved Issue 1 of 2020, Act 416, and other state and 
federal funding, resulting in possibly an extra $300 million 
for ARDOT annually and about $133 million annually 
for county and city governments to split. The Issue 1 sales 
tax money is expected to be worth about $205 million 
annually and dedicated to ARDOT, and about $88 million 
annually for the state’s county and city roads to split, about 
$44 million for each. The Arkansas Legislative Act 416 of 
2019 allots additional funding for system preservation, 
including overlays, patching potholes, and bridge 
replacement or rehabilitation projects. It totals about 
$95 million annually for state highways and $25 million 
annually for county roads and city streets, or about $12.5 
million each.
     All together over the next four years, these programs 
could provide Arkansas with about $700 million for 
bridges, $1.2 billion for pavement preservation, $400 
million for interstate maintenance and rehabilitation, and 
more.

ARDOT Director Talks Refunding, ARDOT Director Talks Refunding, 
Redistricting, and Restructuring at Redistricting, and Restructuring at 

AAPA 2023 ConferenceAAPA 2023 Conference
By Deborah Horn

ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor
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ARDOT RESTRUCTURING

A Time for Change
     “We are good at many things, but we need to be 
better at long-term planning,” Tudor said. The former 
ARDOT structuring “worked in the past,” Tudor said. 
But with upper management retirements, the additional 
state funding from Issue 1 and Act 416, along with the 
federal funding through the America’s Transportation 
Infrastructure Act, Tudor said it was time to reorganize.
Tudor said, “The goal is to strengthen management in 
anticipation of future retirements, thus ensuring that a 
capable and knowledgeable person could step into any 
position, even my position, and take charge without a 
misstep. I want to finish well, and my goal is to leave the 
department in a really good place.”
     The revamp goes deeper than a re-name and includes a 
shift in what area a Division might fall under, as well as the 
creation of a Chief Administration (formerly the Chief of 
Staff) position. The new structuring, which includes Pre-
construction, Operations, and Administrative divisions, 
clearly defines departmental duties and will better meet 
ARDOT’s current workload. All three Chief Engineers 
report directly to the ARDOT Director under the new 
guidelines, while the Internal Audit is an independent 

Division and reports directly to the Arkansas State 
Highway Commission. This move also creates about 95 
new positions.
     “Over time, transportation, infrastructure, and 
maintenance needs have changed in Arkansas. This new 
structure will address those changes and make us more 
successful in the future,” Tudor explained.

Redistricting Details
     One of the most notable ARDOT changes includes the 
creation of a new District. There were 10, but now there 
are 11 Districts, with the goal of better addressing the 
needs of all regions of the state, Tudor said.
     “We have two urban areas in Northwest (District 4) and 
Central Arkansas (District 6), and their needs are different 
from rural areas,” Tudor said. 
     Under the redistricting, these two urban districts were 
shrunk in physical area covered, and the new District 11 
will look at traffic across the state, with already as many as 
50 projects designed to alleviate congestion in the state’s 
mostly densely populated areas, but it will also address 
traffic issues in smaller towns, too.  

We’re a 100% employee-owned multi-faceted contractor
operating in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma who
thrives on delivering complex heavy civil projects by developing
innovative infrastructure solutions.

YOUR LOCAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE FORCE. 

POWERED BY 
EMPLOYEE-OWNERSHIP.

ASPHALT PAVING & SALES     HEAVY HIGHWAY
BASEROCK INSTALLATION & GRADING     CHIP SEAL

COMMERCIAL     RESIDENTIAL
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     Every seat was filled, with a line of additional chairs at 
the back, for the AAPA Conference’s new “Field Personnel 
Partnering Workshop”. The workshop was presented by 
Scott Swanson (KDOT) and had a record-breaking 350 
attendees.
     Throughout his presentation, Swanson urged attendees 
to strive toward a more balanced personal and professional 
life. The asphalt construction industry is driven by 
deadlines, long hours, and hard work, but he said, “Choose 
your attitude. You can’t blame a bad day on a clerk, 
employees. It’s on you.”
     Swanson was talking about the stress of the job 
and offered five strategies that could possibly help the 
individual reduce the impact of it in all areas of their 
life. These included daily exercise, which is a good stress 
reliever and has health benefits, gardening, or adopting 
a pet.  “A dog (or cat) is magic and you can just feel the 
tension melt away,” Swanson said.
     He also recommended developing a sense of humor, but 
don’t be ugly or make fun of people.  “Humor can defuse a 
tense situation,” Swanson said.
     He also recommended “making your faith real. It takes 
the focus off yourself and puts it somewhere else.”
     Park Estes AAPA Executive Director said, “This was the 
first workshop of this type that AAPA has offered, and we 
were thrilled with the turnout. The session was filled with 
useful information that can be applied on the job or at 
home. It’s a critical key to building a successful company.”
     Swanson is a Kansas 
Department of Transportation 
Partnering Coordinator and 
Mediator, as well as a Kansas 
Supreme Court Approved 
Mediator and Certified Public 
Manager. He has a background 
in psychology and in business 
law, and 28 years of experience 
in highway transportation.

Beyond the Bottom Line
     Like exercise, the impact 
is felt beyond the individual. 
Swanson said, “Practicing the 
art of a balanced life, learning 

to de-escalate the reactionary responses of others allows 
for a respectful negotiation to happen, and mentoring 
others in these skill-sets will build relationships, increase 
effectiveness when tough things happen, and increase 
options in both time and money.”
     Don’t underestimate the power of a sincere apology, he 
said.
     A values-based person will be able to bring results 
through having the difficult discussion using simple 
mediation techniques like reframing the statements made 
and listening to others’ positions first. 
     Swanson said, “It’s here that successful leadership 
grows. Values-based reasoning versus emotion-based 
reactions wins every time.”
     Brad Marotti, AAPA Chairman, said at the session’s 
conclusion, “Super job. I hope everyone took something 
away from this workshop. Good communication and good 
partnerships will get the work done more safely and result 
in a job well done.”

A Small Token, Big Thanks
     Drew Boyd, a young Quality Control Technician with 
Delta Asphalt of Arkansas Inc., felt the session offered him 
key insights that would serve him well in the future.
     “Good communication is the key,” and in Boyd’s 
job he said it’s essential, especially when dealing with 
management, paving crews, or ARDOT personnel. Boyd 
also loved the “Associated General Contractor of America” 

coins Swanson was handing 
out to attendees. Swanson 
presented the coins military-
style – each was transferred 
from the presenter’s palm to 
the recipient’s palm during 
a handshake. Such coins are 
often presented by U.S. military 
base or post commanders 
to personnel, contractors, 
collaborators, or special 
visitors as recognition for an 
outstanding contribution.
     Swanson said, “People really 
enjoy getting a coin and the 
ceremony of its presentation.”

Building a More Balanced Life
By Deborah Horn

FIELD PERSONNEL PARTNERING WORKSHOP
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needed to help build and maintain safe 

roadways across America, connecting 

us all to what matters most.
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2023 QUALITY CONFERENCE 

AAPA Focuses on Safety at 
20th Quality Conference

     The Arkansas Asphalt 
Pavement Association’s 
(AAPA) 20th Annual 
Quality Conference 
opened Thursday, Jan. 
5, 2023 to unseasonably 
warm weather and blue 
skies. Despite the perfect 
day to put down some 
asphalt, Brad Marotti, 
AAPA Chairman, 
welcomed a record-
shattering audience to the 
two-day event held at the 
Embassy Suites in Little 
Rock. 

     Prior to the official start 
of the Quality Conference, 

AAPA sponsored a two-and-a-half hour “Field Personnel 
Partnering Workshop” that started Thursday at 8 a.m. 
About 350 industry personnel and Arkansas Department 
of Transportation (ARDOT) employees attended the 
workshop, which was a new addition to the Conference 
lineup. (See page ? for more about the Partnering 
Workshop.)
     Many of those who signed up for the workshop opted 
to stay for the Thursday afternoon sessions, like Action 
Asphalt Director and Estimator Jason McCoy, who stayed 
because he was eager to hear the latest on state and 
federal funding and the future growth opportunities this 
money might present to his company. McCoy enjoyed 
the conference and felt the information was relevant, and 
he added, “It was a chance for me to introduce myself 
and meet others in the asphalt industry…It was definitely 
worth the drive from Fayetteville.”
     In total, about 480 people signed up for the Conference 
– a higher number than in any other year. There were 
sessions on many different topics, though there was a 
definite focus on safety, particularly on day two.

Federal Money on the Rise
     In addition to Issue 1 and 
Arkansas Legislative Act 416 
of 2019, Arkansas’s five-year 
portion of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) 
federal funding is about $3.6 
billion, Vivien Hoang, P.E., 
told attendees during her 
presentation titled “FHWA 
Update”.
     Hoang became the Federal 
Highway Administration 
(FHWA) Division 
Administrator of the Arkansas Division in 2020, and 
she leads an office of 16 professionals and a $699 million 
Federal-aid Highway Program in Arkansas, in cooperation 
with ARDOT.
     The IIJA funding will be dispersed over a five-year 
period and is about a 30 percent increase in spending, 
Hoang said. There was more than $550 million designated 
to the state in 2021; in 2023, it will be nearly $700 million. 
The amount of money will increase each year until 2026, 
when it will be about $725 million.
     Throughout the asphalt and other industries, there are 
“reports of supply chain issues, so dollars aren’t stretching 
quite as far as in the past,” Hoang warned. In addition to 
this money, Hoang said, “There are discretionary grant 
opportunities,” but they come with a lot of paperwork. 
     These projects include the 2021 RAISE Delta Heritage 
Trail Project, worth $20,482,208, and the 2022 RAISE 
Connect Conway Trails Project, worth $24,647,664. Other, 
older projects were the U.S. 67 Corridor improvements, 
State Hwy. 83 spur, and the Hot Springs Bypass extension.
Hoang also talked about the Build America, Buy America 
Act, and she said, “We’re working to make Buy America 
easier on the industry.”
     Park Estes, AAPA Executive Director, said, “It will take 
ARDOT and industry leaders working together to utilize 

By Deborah Horn

Vivien Hoang, P.E.

Brad Marotti
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this funding with care and with the utmost efficiency. We 
need to make every penny count. Already, we’re discussing 
superior practices and the issues that might arise over the 
next few years. We are partnering with others like FHWA 
and ARDOT and asphalt industry leaders to ensure that 
everyone can work safely, get quality jobs done, and move 
to the next one.”
     For more information about the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act or the Build America, Buy 
America Act, contact Vivien Hoang, P.E. at (501) 324-6436 
or vivian.hoang@dot.gov, or Lester Frank, P.E. at (501) 
324-6428 or lester.frank@dot.gov, or go to the FHWA 
Arkansas Division website at: www.fhwa.dot.gov/ardiv/.

Creating a Better Mix with Industry Input
     During his session, “TRC 2201 BMD-Reduced 
Gyrations”, Dr. Andrew Braham invited the asphalt 
industry to share their “best design mix” through the 
Contractor Participation: 2022/2023 program.
     Before accepting an 
Assistant Professor and 
Research position in the Civil 
Engineering Department 
at UA-Fayetteville, Braham 
worked for Koch Materials 
Company as a field 
and research engineer, 
where he developed 
and tracked innovative 
pavement maintenance and 
rehabilitation products.
     To participate in the design 
share program, a contractor must pick one existing mix, 
then adjust the binder content to create a new mix design.
     “Anything is on the table…We are expecting a diverse 
set of mixes from aggregate sources and/or gradation, PC 
binder grade and recycle, and possibly more,” Braham said.
For those who want to participate, send a loose sample 
to ARDOT’s DMS and Materials Division or to the 
University of Arkansas’s (UA) IDEAL-CT, Advanced Tests 
and Volumetrics program, and Braham said, “We will pick 
one mix.”
     This gives contractors an opportunity to participate in 
a big way, and he added, “If approved by ARDOT, it could 
be possibly used this summer.”
     This is part of an effort to ultimately achieve higher 
performing asphalt pavements through mix design, he 
said.

     For those who are interested in the latest research and 
testing, Braham recommended checking out NCHRP 573. 
“It’s a wonderful resource and can be downloaded for free” 
through the NCAT (National Center for Asphalt Industry) 
at: www.eng.auburn.edu/research/centers/ncat/research/
other-publications.html.
     For more information, Braham recommended 
downloading TRC2201: Update to ARDOT Superpave 
Gyratory Compaction Specification to Increase 
Pavement Durability through the ARDOT website at: 
https://www.ardot.gov/divisions/system-information-
research/research/trc-conference/2022-trc-conference-
presentations/. 

Stopping Climate Change
     Global warming, climate 
change, and net zero carbon 
emissions were the hot 
topics during Joseph Shacat’s 
presentation, “Climate Change 
Programs”.
     Shacat is the National 
Asphalt Pavement 
Association’s (NAPA) Director 
of Sustainable Pavements 
and the technical lead on 
Emerald Eco-Label, NAPA’s 
Environmental Product 
Declaration (EPD) program for Asphalt Mixtures. He 
oversees asphalt pavement sustainability and resilience 
projects. The future vision is “to halt climate change” 
and to create “sustainable communities and commerce, 
connected by net zero carbon emission asphalt pavement,” 
Shacat said. 
     Emissions control includes all aspects that might 
be involved in building a road, from production and 
construction to supply delivery or the electricity used 
during any part of the process. The industry hopes to reach 
a near-zero goal by about 2050, and “It’s not going to be an 
easy task,” Shacat said.
     To get started, he said, “NAPA has put together the 
Climate Stewardship Task Force to develop some climate-
related goals.”
     At this point they have three objectives: 
• Develop industry-related sustainability and resilience
• Develop a communications strategy
• Develop a research and implementation roadmap to 
advance the industry towards the outlined objectives.
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Joseph Shacat
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     Already, the road construction industry is ahead of the 
curve, more so than other industries, through its reuse 
of road construction materials and use of other recycled 
materials, as well as the use of lower temperatures when 
creating design mixes.
     Incidentally, he said, there’s about $2 billion in the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to “procure low carbon 
construction projects”.
     For more information about halting climate change, 
Shacat recommended “The Road Forward: A Vision for 
Net Zero Carbon Emission for the Asphalt Pavement 
Industry”, which can be found at asphaltpavement.org/
climate.

Word from the Streets
     This year, under Dr. Kevin Hall’s guidance as moderator, 
three private contractors and six ARDOT employees 
brought their expertise and knowledge to the stage in a 
“Technical Updates Panel Discussion”.
     Especially given the increase of upcoming road 
construction projects, funded through additional 
federal dollars and Issue 1 and Act 416, Dr. Hall said, 
“Collaboration and cooperation are more important than 
ever…We need to be communicating with others in the 
industry. We need to be as flexible as possible” when it 
comes to considering alternative techniques or mixes.
     

The topics for the panel discussion ranged from paver 
speeds, peak traffic times, and best lane closure practices 
to the use of RAP, balanced design mixes, and pavement 
preservation. In addition to discussing their on-the-job 
experiences, the open forum setting gave conference 
attendees the opportunity to ask questions.
     When an audience member asked if “longevity 
incentives were possible”, David Henning, ARDOT State 
Construction Engineer, said, “That might be something to 
look into.”
     This forum also gave ARDOT and researchers insight 
into the issues contractors are dealing with on the job, Hall 
said.

     Hall is the UA’s Department of Civil Engineering’s Hicks 
Endowed Professor of Infrastructure Engineering. His 
primary teaching and research interests include pavement 
design, materials, construction, and rehabilitation, and 
he serves on numerous industry-related committees, task 
groups, and panels.
     Contractor panel members included Kory Flippo 
(Rogers Group); Denis Guillette (Redstone); and Daryl 
Masingale (Delta). ARDOT panel members were Ryan 
Blankenship, Danny Harris, David Henning, Joe Knight, 
David Norris, and Paul Tinsley.

Going Greener
     “It’s a big industry, and changes can be slow to 
implement,” but during Randy West’s session titled “RAP 
Best Practices & Rubberized 
Asphalt” he said: “We’re 
making progress. NAPA 
says use of RAP (reclaimed 
asphalt pavement) has 
increased from 16.2 percent 
in 2009 to 21.9 percent in 
2021.”
     About 89.2 million tons 
of RAP is used annually 
in new asphalt pavement 
construction, with Arkansas 
using between 10 and 14 
percent RAP content in its 
asphalt mixes.
     West is the National Center for Asphalt Technology 
(NCAT) Director at Auburn University, and he works for 
clients such as state DOTs, FHWA, NAPA, and several 
asphalt industry businesses.
     The use of RAP has plateaued at about 20 percent 
nationwide because, West said, “We’ve been unable to 
overcome some concerns.” These might be past bad 
experiences with its usage, as well as unresolved issues 
with use of RAP binder.
     “Japan attributes their successful use of high RAP 
contents to three key points,” he said. They focus on 
quality, including processing and covering stockpiles; 
heating the RAP to reduce moisture and soften the binder; 
and use of a softening agent to achieve desired mix 
characteristics.
     By using RAP, America saves almost $3.5 billion 
annually, reduces carbon emissions by the equivalent of 
about 460,000 passenger vehicles, and reduces landfill 
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waste by about 58.9 million cubic yards, West said. In 
the past, he said, “The primary motivation for using RAP 
was saving money,” but that’s shifting, and the bigger 
focus and motivator is environmental responsibility and 
sustainability.
     For more information about NAPA’s RAP usage and 
testing, go to: https://www.asphaltpavement.org/uploads/
documents/Sustainability/NAPA_RAP_Benefits_for_
Pavement_Owners_1121.pdf.

Growing UA Excellence
     In her “CTTP (Center for 

Training Transportation 
Professionals) Update”, 
Dr. Stacy Williams talked 
about the recent laboratory 
renovations that freed up 
space, allowing her to set up 
six workstations. The facelift 
also included new paint, she 
said.

     Williams is a Civil 
Engineering Department 
Research Associate Professor 

at UA-Fayetteville and serves as the CTTP Director. She 
also works with the LTAP (Local Technical Assistance 
Program).
     “We’re still dealing with Covid, but things are returning 
to normal,” Williams said.
     They’re also making it easier for those interested in 
classes or certifications to find what they want online, with 
options such as “Inertial Profiling Certification” or online 
training modules that include aggregates, soils, concrete 
strength, basic math, and more. And for those looking for 
recertification in “Basic Aggregates Online Renewal” or 
“Concrete Field Testing”, enrollment can be done with a 
couple of clicks. Also, technicians who are re-certifying 
are invited to take advantage of the Test Only Option. 
With this, they can complete the training portion of the 
class online, then attend an in-person test day at CTTP to 
complete the written and performance exams, she said.
     Also, there is an online course calendar, and if an 
enrollee is traveling to the CTTP lab, located inside the 
UA’s Engineering Research Center in Fayetteville, there’s 
plenty of information about nearby hotels, if smoking is 
allowed and where, how to find final test scores, and more.
     For more information about Center for Training Transpor-
tation Professionals, go to: https://cttp.uark.edu/index.php.

Be Safe
     This year, all of Friday’s sessions were devoted to safety.
“This was in part because of the large increase of vehicle 
accidents since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, and 
the numbers coming from various highway or road 
construction agencies are staggering and heartbreaking,” 
Estes said.
     For example, Tripnet.org reported in July 2020 that 
traffic fatalities began to increase dramatically in 2020 
even as vehicle travel rates plummeted due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, while the National Transportation Research 
Group put that increase at about 40 percent between 2019 
and 2020.
     The numbers are higher in highway construction work 
zone areas, up almost 70 percent, Estes said.
     In Arkansas, there were approximately 500 traffic-
related deaths in 2019, but that number jumped to almost 
700 in 2021. The state had the third highest increase in 
fatal crashes nationwide in 2020, and that number doesn’t 
seem to be declining, with about 286 traffic fatalities 
recorded in the first half of 2022 – the latest numbers 
available.
     In 2021, two ARDOT employees were killed by a driver.
Estes said there are reports of increased speeding, 
distracted driving, and drug or alcohol impaired driving. 
“This behavior places our highway construction industry 
employees at higher risk, as well as the traveling public. We 
need to do more than just talk,” he said.
     During ARDOT Director Lorie Tudor’s session, she 
mentioned the approximately $200 million under the 
STIP plan that will go to Safety Improvement. “We’ve 
made a lot of strides in the past year, creating a culture 
of collaboration and cooperation between ARDOT and 
AAPA. We’re working together on safety,” Tudor said.
     For example, they produced the Slow Down, Phone 
Down video, and embarked on a journey to raise 
awareness of the “speeding, distracted, impaired, and 
more aggressive driving” that’s 
happening. Tudor said, “We 
have to reverse this trend.”

Dash Cam Surveillance
     Safety continued to 
dominate the Friday morning 
sessions, including “Safety 
Innovation & Best Practices” 
presented by John LoPorto, the 
director of safety at Blackstone 
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Construction and the AAPA Safety Committee Chairman. 
Upfront, LoPorto made it clear that he was not a dash 
cam (dashboard camera) salesperson or receiving any 
compensation for promoting a brand.
     LoPorto said, “It’s an important product for our 
industry” for a number of reasons, including encouraging 
safe driving habits, a reduction in accidents, lower 
insurance rates, the exoneration of an innocent driver, and 
more. Supervisors can check in on drivers through a live 
video feed, and the equipment reports on speeding and 
running of red lights, rolling stops, smoking, distracted 
driving, and more.
     “Immediate coaching is critical to changing risky 
behaviors,” LoPorto said.
     Blackstone installed cameras in 86 of its vehicles, and 
when first announced, “We had some backlash, but your 
approach with your drivers will influence their response.”
His company installed Samsara equipment, but 
recommends that others find a product that best suits their 
needs. 
     “In a short nine-month timespan, its impact has been 
felt, and he added, “A few guys have said to me, ‘These 
work, and I feel better working with the dash cam.’”
     So far, the cameras have cleared one Blackstone driver 
after a woman, who was talking on a phone, ran into the 
right side of his mixer truck.
     “We pulled up the video immediately and sent it to the 
driver, who showed it to the police,” LoPorto said. Without 
hard evidence of innocence, companies can spend millions 
annually on accident claims. At the end of the day, it’s 
important to recognize good driving or improvements by 
employees.
    Ultimately, LoPorto said, “Our plan is to make our 
people better drivers.”

A Recommitment to Safety
     “People are shocked to learn 

that 857 people were killed 
in work zone accidents in 
2020,” Nathan Smith said 
during his session titled 
“Recommitting to Roadway 
Safety”.

     In total during that same 
time, there were about 
102,000 accidents and 
about 45,000 injuries, and 
most deaths or accidents 
happened to drivers or their 

passengers. 
     Smith is Vice President of Engagement for the 
American Traffic Safety Services Association (ATSSA), 
where he oversees the Association’s member engagement, 
recruitment, and retention strategy, as well as manages 
their legislative office in Washington, DC.
     The Covid-19 pandemic started in early 2020 in the 
United States, and while experts “thought it would be a 
safer time, speeding increased. It was like roads were open 
race tracks. It was extraordinarily alarming to us,” Smith 
said. 
     “Work boots on the ground report seeing cars whizzing 
by at 70 mph,” but speeding isn’t the entire problem and 
comes in second to distracted driving. It’s the number 
one cause of work zone accidents and includes activities 
such as talking, texting, eating, programming navigation, 
drinking or multitasking.
Smith said, “Everything ATSSA does is through the lens 
of safety. We’ve got to do more than put out a few more 
cones. We’ve got to do more than hope for the best.” 
And, he continued, “This continues to be a particularly 
challenging time.”
     In addition to distracted, impaired, and fast drivers, the 
industry is dealing with workforce and material shortages 
coupled with an uptick in work because of increased 
federal dollars. Arkansas feels the pressure more than 
many other states because of additional tax and state 
revenues starting this year.
     Private contractors and ARDOT are trying to beef 
up safety measures through the use of law enforcement 
(possibly cameras set up in work zones that document and 
mail a ticket to a speeder), requiring kids to attend driver 
education classes whether in-person or online (which 
Arkansas no longer mandates), and passing ‘slow down 
and move over’ laws, which Arkansas does have in place.
     Smith said, “Arkansas is at the forefront of safety and a 
great ATSSA partner. We love to collaborate…The idea is 
to get a plan in place that can significantly increase safety.”

Going Underground
     Although David Miguel’s session, “Safety”, focused 
on excavation and tunnel work fatalities due to job-site 
carelessness, the impact of such a loss reaches far beyond 
the employee. It’s even been felt in the asphalt industry.
     Miguel has more than 28 years of experience in 
construction, mining, and general industry safety and 
health, and is authorized by the American Safety & Health 
Institute as a Level 3 Instructor in several areas.
     His session was probably one of the most heartfelt and 
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Save the Date!
AAPA 2023 Annual Convention

May 2-4, 2023
Embassy Suites – Rogers

TopGolf Crystal Bridges
Museum of American Art

Bentonville
Town Square

sincere presentations ever given at a Quality Conference 
to date, and Miguel was able to neatly tie in excavation 
accidents with road construction workplace fatalities to 
prove his point.
     “I want to see if I can get you thinking about safety, and 
not just thinking, but seriously talking about it,” Miguel 
said at the beginning of his session.
     Most have a negative attitude when it comes to 
safety, much like, he said, “If I just said I was a used car 
salesman.” That’s often because safety is presented by 
people who don’t fully understand the job, so listeners 
turn them off. But Miguel used real life examples to get the 
audience’s attention.
     The first involved an 80-something dad and his 
60-something son, working at home without the proper 
equipment and perhaps the experience to do backyard 
sewer repairs.
     “The son was almost killed (when a tunnel collapsed), 
but the dad put the son right back in to continue the job…
Safety applies to the workplace and to the home,” Miguel 
said.
     A second story involved a migrant worker who was 
killed on the job, while his father, who didn’t speak 
English, and his two young sons were at home. They were 
dependent on the worker’s paycheck to survive, but, “He 

2023 QUALITY CONFERENCE 

was never coming home,” 
Miguel said.
     Often, employers, 
employees, and homeowners 
“don’t think about safety 
until it’s too late…We have 
to determine what’s needed 
and take action before an 
accident happens,” he said.
     It might include smoke 
alarms, having the local fire 
department do a walk-thru 
before an emergency, or 
teaching a son who wants 
to become an engineer 
about the importance of safety. Miguel was referring to 
his own son, who he recommended get some job-related 
classes under his belt before entering college to pursue an 
engineering degree. He remembered dropping his son off 
at a welding class, strongly advising the teenager, “Don’t 
take the (welding) mask off, they won’t be there to help 
you go to the bathroom if you’re injured (blinded),” Miguel 
said.
     Think of on-the-job or home safety like this, he said: “Is 
there a line in the sand you wouldn’t cross?”  

David Miguel
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AAPA 2023 Annual Convention
May 2-4, 2023

Embassy Suites – Rogers

AAPA / MAPA Young Leaders Event
October 8-10, 2023

Branson, MO

AAPA Fall Cook-Off
November 2, 2023

Location TBD

Arkansas State University
ATSSA

Custom Pavement Maintenance & Safety
E.D. Etnyre

Ergon
Ingevity

Purple Wave Auction
Riggs CAT

Stribling Equipment
Time Striping

University of Arkansas
Van Keppel

Women of Asphalt-AR
Zydex, Inc.

Thank You 2023 Quality Conference Vendors!
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Gold SponsorsGold Sponsors

Thank You 2023 Quality
Conference Sponsors!

an EEO/M/F/Affirmative Action Employer

Silver SponsorsSilver Sponsors

Coastal Energy Corp.
Cranford Construction

Bronze SponsorsBronze Sponsors
IngevityForsgren, Inc.

FriendsFriends
Redstone Construction

Riggs CAT  
Scott Equipment
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Action Asphalt is a woman-
owned company that has been 
in business for more than 
30 years based in Northwest 
Arkansas. The company was 
founded in 1988 by Jack Young 
and has been owned by Melanie 
Emanuel since September of 
2022.

Currently, Action Asphalt 
employs about 25 people and 
provides services throughout the 
state of Arkansas. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Member Spotlight: Action Asphalt
These services include:
	 • New Construction Asphalt
	 • Sealcoating
	 • Striping
	 • Asphalt Repair, Installation, & Sealcoating
	 • Parking Lot Maintenance
	 • Thermoplastic Striping
	 • Driveway Sealing
	 • Backhoe Work
	 • Bumpers & Blocking
	 • Speed Bumps
	 • Snow Plowing

 Melanie Emanuel, owner of 
Action Asphalt
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Find Action Asphalt Online!
Website: actionroads.com
Instagram: @actionroads

As a family-oriented company, Action Asphalt takes pride 
in being involved in the development of this community 
they call home. They attribute their success to highly-
trained contractors, using the latest technology, and their 
commitment to offer value to customers. Additionally, 
they are passionate about staying educated and always 
improving their skills and performance.

Some of Action Asphalt’s most recent projects include:
	 • Hanna’s Candle Factory
	 • Watermark at Steele Crossing
	 • Taco Bell
	 • Mercy Health Clinic
	 • The Jones Center Pump Track

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

     Action Asphalt is proud to be part of the unique partnerships 
and networking opportunities in Arkansas, including being a 
member of AAPA, which has given them great exposure through-
out the state.  
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2022 S.A.F.E. & NAPA AWARD WINNERS  

Recognizing Safety
At the 2023 Conference, AAPA announced its 2022 S.A.F.E. (Bring Them Home Safe) award winners. 

Delta Asphalt of Arkansas 
Inc. was presented the 
Work Zone Award.

Rogers Group Inc. received the 
Producer Award.

     Congratulations to these AAPA members and our 
Partners at ARDOT for being recognized nationally at the 
National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA) annual 

AAPA Members Receive NAPA Awards

Brian Kelso (middle) and Cody Cooper (right) accepting the Delta 
Asphalt award.

meeting. We are proud to have you representing Arkansas 
by designing and building safe, smooth roads and high-
ways. 

Delta Asphalt:
• Finalist for the Sheldon G. Hayes Award for work on I-55 
in Mississippi County, AR
• Quality in Construction Award/General Paving for 5 
jobs: Hwy. 34 in Greene County; Hwy. 49 in Paragould; 
Hwy. 63B in Black Rock; Hwy. 135 & Hwy. 412 in 
Paragould; and Hwy. 137 in Hickman

Lehman-Roberts / Memphis Stone:
• Community Involvement Award for Community 
Engagement

Rogers Group:
• Quality in Construction Award for Asphalt Pavement 
Over 50,000 Tons for I-40 from Atkins to Plumerville
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If you join the EXCLUSIVE 2023 Hot Mixers Club, your company will receive 
special recognition throughout 2023, including: 
 

• Annual Convention (May 2-4) – Embassy Suites, Rogers 
• Paving Awards Regional Luncheons (May/June) 
• Fall Cook-Off (date TBD) 
• Signage at All Events (only available if you sign up by March 11) 
• AAPA Quarterly Magazine 

o Opportunity to be featured on the cover and member spotlight (if not 
featured in the last 3 years) 

• Website 
• Membership Directory (only available if you sign up by May 1) 

 
Complete this form and return to the AAPA Office. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Please print your company name below, exactly as you wish it to appear on all materials. 
 

Company: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Contact name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Complete address for billing: 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State: _____________________________ Zip: __________ Phone: __________________  

Email: ___________________________________ Signature: __________________________ 

  
PPlleeaassee  rreettuurrnn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  wwiitthh  ppaayymmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  AAAAPPAA  OOffffiiccee..  

MMaaiill  ttoo  PPOO  BBooxx  2244330044,,  LLiittttllee  RRoocckk,,  AARR  7722222211  OORR  eemmaaiill  ttoo  office@arasphalt.com    

 

��    YYeess,,  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  jjooiinn  tthhee  22002233  HHoott  MMiixxeerrss  CClluubb  ffoorr  $$11,,550000..0000  
  

��    CCHHEECCKK  EENNCCLLOOSSEEDD        ��    BBIILLLL  MMEE  
 

AAAAPPAA  HHOOTT  MMIIXXEERRSS  
SSPPOONNSSOORRSSHHIIPP  FFOORRMM  
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2023 HOT MIXERS CLUB

APAC-CentralAPAC-Central
Atlas AsphaltAtlas Asphalt
BlackstoneBlackstone

Cashion Co.Cashion Co.
Coastal Energy CorpCoastal Energy Corp

Contractor’s Specialty Contractor’s Specialty 
Service CompanyService Company

Cranford ConstructionCranford Construction
Creative Design ConceptsCreative Design Concepts

Crisp Contractors Inc.Crisp Contractors Inc.
Emery Sapp & SonsEmery Sapp & Sons

Ergon Asphalt & EmulsionsErgon Asphalt & Emulsions

Forsgren, Inc.Forsgren, Inc.
Highway Graphics LLCHighway Graphics LLC

KiewitKiewit
Lion Oil Co.Lion Oil Co.

Martin MariettaMartin Marietta
Pine Bluff Sand & GravelPine Bluff Sand & Gravel
Redstone ConstructionRedstone Construction

Riggs CATRiggs CAT
Rogers Group Inc.Rogers Group Inc.
Smackover PavingSmackover Paving
Stribling EquipmentStribling Equipment

Time StripingTime Striping

AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2023AAPA Hot Mixers Club 2023
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manhattanroadandbridge.com

SALT CREEK PAVING & CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

HIGHWAY/HEAVY CONSTRUCTION

1525 Mary Kay Blvd.
P.O. Box 1379

Benton, AR 72018

• ASPHALT PAVING/SPRAY PAVING

• CEMENT/LIME STABILIZATION

• CHIP SEALING

• SUBDIVISION/ROADWAYS

• GRADING AND BASE WORK

• COMMERCIAL LOTS/DRIVES501-315-6833

PAVING THE WAY FOR  
SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS.

Cranford Construction Company 
is Central Arkansas’ leading 

producer of quality asphalt and 
preferred asphalt contractor. 
Call today and put our team 

to work for you.

Greg Day, Sales: 501-416-4565 
or greg.day@cranfordasphalt.com

Advertising Rates
Ad space is available in the 

sizes listed below in full color.  
Placement of less than full page 

ads varies by quarter.  

 Full Page: $650 per issue
     (7.50” wide X 10” tall)

 Half Page: $550 per issue
     (7.50” wide X 5” tall)

 Third Page: $450 per issue
     (2.75” wide X 10” tall)

 Quarter Page: $350 per issue
     (3.75” wide X 5” tall)

 Sixth Page: $275 per issue
     (5” wide X 2.5” tall)

Material Specifications
Completed ads must be press ready, 300 
dpi, 150 line screen, 100% actual size, and 
include all embedded images and fonts.  
Submit ads electronically to: 
office@arasphalt.com

If you do not have a completed ad, we 
will set your ad for you for $25.  Please 
submit your ad copy in one of the following 
formats: PDF, TIFF, EPS, JPG, along with 
any photos/logos to be included in the ad.  
You will receive an emailed ad proof to 
approve.

Arkansas Asphalt News
Quarterly Magazine

Keep up to date with the latest asphalt pavement 
industry news in Arkansas with the Arkansas 
Asphalt Pavement Association’s Quarterly 

Publication. Circulation for the AAPA quarterly 
magazine includes AAPA members, Arkansas Dept. 

of Transportation Officials, County Judges, City 
Officials, State Legislators, Consulting Engineers 

and other industry allies.

P.O. Box 24304
Little Rock, Arkansas 72221

(501) 219-1100 • FAX:  (501) 219-0884
www.arasphalt.com

office@arasphalt.com

firstcommunity.net

COMMUNITY
BANKING!

PAVING THE WAY WITH TRUE
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